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I. Introduction

1. The present report provides an overview of action 
taken by Governments and by the International Narcotics 
Control Board (INCB) since the publication of its report 
on precursors for 20191 to prevent chemical diversion and 
implement the provisions of the United Nations 
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988.

2. As in reports for previous years, chapter II contains 
information on developments relating to the scheduling of 
substances, accession to the 1988 Convention and the 
treaty-mandated furnishing of data to the Board and high-
lights major changes to national control measures. Chapter 
II includes the latest information on the estimated annual 
legitimate requirements for precursors of amphetamine-
type stimulants, a review of the functioning of the pre-
export notification system and a snapshot of data furnished 
on licit trade in, uses of and requirements for precursors. 
A summary of the activities under Project Cohesion and 
Project Prism, the international initiatives focusing on 
precursor chemicals used in the illicit manufacture of 
cocaine and heroin and of synthetic drugs, respectively, is 
also contained in chapter II.

3. Chapter III provides an overview of licit trade in indi-
vidual chemicals and significant trends and developments 
in their trafficking and illicit use. The chapter also contains 
an overview of the most important cases of suspicious and 
stopped shipments, diversion and attempted diversion, as 
well as activities associated with illicit drug manufacture.

4. Chapter IV, on the impact of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic on licit and illicit activities related 
to precursors, continues the series of thematic chapters, 
introduced in 2011, that have addressed a particular 
 precursor-related theme in greater depth in each of the 
respective reports. Throughout the report, specific 
 recommendations and conclusions are highlighted to 
 facilitate the taking of specific actions by Governments to 
prevent diversion.2

1 Precursors and Chemicals Frequently Used in the Illicit Manufacture 
of Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances: Report of the International 
Narcotics Control Board for 2019 on the Implementation of Article 12 of the 
United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988 (E/INCB/2019/4). 

2 A compilation of the recommendations relating to international 
precursor control made by INCB in previous years is available on the 
Board’s website (www.incb.org).

5. Chapter V provides a summary of salient conclusions 
and recommendations. The recommendations are  presented 
to facilitate the taking of necessary actions by Governments 
to prevent trafficking in precursor chemicals.

6. Annexes I to XI contain updated statistics and practi-
cal information for use by competent national authorities. 
The annexes are not included in the printed copies of the 
present report but are available on the INCB website.

II.  Action taken by 
Governments and 
the International 
Narcotics Control 
Board

A. Scope of control
7. The responsibilities of the Board under article 12 of 
the 1988 Convention include the assessment of substances 
for possible inclusion in Table I or Table II, or for resched-
uling from one table to another, of the Convention. 
Furthermore, in accordance with article 12, paragraph 2, 
of the 1988 Convention, if a party or the Board has any 
information which, in its opinion, may require the sched-
uling or rescheduling of a substance in Table I or Table II, 
it should notify the Secretary-General and furnish him 
with the information in support of that notification. 

Inclusion of a precursor of amphetamine 
and methamphetamine in Table I of the 
1988 Convention 

8. On 4 March 2020, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
decided, in accordance with the Board’s recommendation, 
to add MAPA to Table I of the 1988 Convention. The 
 decision was taken unanimously and became effective on 
3 November 2020, 180 days after being communicated by 
the Secretary-General to the parties. INCB has updated 
the relevant documentation, including form D and the red 
list, with information about MAPA. The updated 
 documents are available on the website of the Board 
(www.incb.org). The Board urges all Governments to 
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