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565. Fiji and Vanuatu are known to be used by drug
traffickers as transit points for large consignments of
heroin originating in South-East Asia and destined for
Australia, which is the main area of heroin abuse in
Oceania. In 2000, there was an increase in the number
of seizures of heroin at the border of Australia. Heroin
continued to be widely available in that country during
that year, as prices have either remained stable or, in
the case of the states of New South Wales and Victoria,
fallen. In Australia, the number of cases involving
opioid overdose was on the increase during the 1990s.
Other countries in the region do not appear to have a
significant heroin abuse problem at the present time.

566. Both the availability of and demand for cocaine
remain limited in all countries in Oceania except
Australia, where the quantity of the drug seized at the
border in 2001 was more than twice the figure for the
preceding year. Drug traffickers continue to move
cocaine from South America to Australia through the
Pacific islands.

Psychotropic substances

567. In Australia, an increased number of clandestine
laboratories manufacturing amphetamine-type stimu-
lants were detected in 2001. In response to the
increased illicit manufacture in that country, all state
and territorial police have established chemical
diversion units to monitor suspicious purchases of the
precursor chemicals used in the illicit manufacture of,
inter alia, amphetamine-type stimulants. Drug abusers
in Australia are increasingly injecting meth-
amphetamine with a high purity level
(methamphetamine at the penultimate stage of
manufacture, before it is converted into crystal form).
In New Zealand, it has been reported that the illicit
manufacture of methamphetamine is increasing. Drug
traffickers, in addition to using the Pacific islands as
trans-shipment points for smuggling narcotic drugs, are
also using the same route for smuggling certain
psychotropic substances, as evidenced by the fact that
seizures of crystal methamphetamine in Palau have
averaged 3-7 kg per year for the last several years and
there have been seizures both in that country and in
Guam of crystal methamphetamine manufactured in the
Philippines.

568. Increased seizures and abuse of MDMA (Ecstasy)
are being reported in countries throughout the region of
Oceania. As in the past, the MDMA (Ecstasy) that is

seized is predominantly from countries in western
Europe, although there have been isolated cases where
law enforcement authorities in Australia have seized
laboratories manufacturing the substance. The Board
urges the Governments of countries in the region to
maintain vigilance in order to prevent the manufacture
of that substance from taking root within their borders
and to cooperate with the source countries of MDMA
(Ecstasy) in order to detect and prevent trafficking in
that substance.

569. In New Zealand, illicit trafficking in LSD, mainly
by post from Europe and the west coast of North
America, and the abuse of that substance, while still
posing a serious problem, are reported to have
stabilized in 2000.
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