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Chapter III.

Analysis of the world situation

Highlights

• africa is increasingly being used as a transit region for trafficking in cocaine.

• abuse of and trafficking in tramadol are of growing concern in North, Central and West africa.

• The quantities of cannabis and cocaine seized in Central america increased in 2017.

• In 2017, a clandestine fentanyl laboratory was dismantled in the dominican Republic.

• Central america and the Caribbean continue to be used for the trans-shipment of drugs from south america to 
the united states and Europe.

• In Canada, the Cannabis act, on providing legal access to cannabis for non-medical purposes and controlling and 
regulating its production, distribution, sale and possession, came into force in October 2018.

• In the united states, the states of California and Vermont legalized the use of cannabis for non-medical purposes. 

• The opioid overdose epidemic continued to worsen in the united states, with more than 70,000 reported drug 
overdose deaths in 2017, representing a 10 per cent increase over 2016. The united states continued to adopt 
various measures to tackle the situation.

• Coca bush cultivation and cocaine manufacture in Colombia reached an all-time high.

• Rising cocaine manufacture in south america appears to be having an impact on the European and North american 
markets.

• Illicit opium production in East and south-East asia has scaled down; the area under illicit opium poppy cultiva-
tion in myanmar dropped from 55,500 ha in 2015 to 41,000 ha in 2017.

• Trafficking in and abuse of methamphetamine have continued to increase and have reached alarming levels in 
many countries in East and south-East asia.

• several jurisdictions in south asia are considering making greater use of the death penalty for drug-related 
offences. In addition, there have been reports of high-level public officials condoning extrajudicial killings in the 
name of a “war on drugs”.

• Increased amounts of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances seized in countries in south asia, in particu-
lar methamphetamine pills (“yaba”) in Bangladesh, indicate a rise in drug trafficking in the region.
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• as a result of significant increases in potential opium production in afghanistan in 2017, which almost doubled 
compared with the previous year, reaching 9,000 tons, the illicit opiate economy in 2017 substantially surpassed 
the level of the country’s total licit exports of goods and services.

• Instability and armed conflicts across the middle East continued to facilitate the trafficking in narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances in the subregion.

• south-West asia had the highest prevalence of hIV among people who inject drugs, at 2.4 times the global 
average.

• In the European union, the drug problem is evolving, with signs of high availability of drugs, which is facilitated 
in part by the use of online markets as platforms for the marketing and distribution of illicit drugs.

• more than a quarter of the population aged 15 to 64 in the European union have consumed illicit drugs at least 
once in their lifetime.

• The European union became a major source of acetic anhydride seized in both Europe and West asia.

• The growing market for and increase in consumption of crystalline methamphetamine have become major  
concerns in Oceania.

• several countries in Oceania are not yet parties to the international drug control conventions.
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A. Africa

1. Major developments

362. In September 2018, the Constitutional Court of 
South Africa upheld a lower court ruling striking down 
certain provisions of the country’s Drug and Drug 
Trafficking Act and the Medicines and Related Substances 
Act that criminalized the use, possession or cultivation 
of cannabis in a private place by an adult for his or her 
own personal consumption, on the grounds that those 
provisions violated an individual’s constitutional right to 
privacy. The Court suspended its judgment for 24 months, 
during which time the Parliament of South Africa was 
ordered to revise the two acts to allow for the personal 
consumption and cultivation of cannabis in a private 
space by adults.

363. Africa is increasingly being used as a transit region 
for trafficking in cocaine. While West and Central Africa 
used to be the main transit areas in Africa for cocaine 
trafficking, the North African subregion accounted for  
69 per cent of all cocaine seized in Africa in 2016, and 
the quantities of cocaine seized in Africa in 2016 dou-
bled from the previous year. 

364. Abuse of and trafficking in tramadol, a synthetic 
opioid not under international control, are of growing 
concern in parts of Africa. According to the UNODC 
World Drug Report 2018, North, Central and West Africa 
accounted for 87 per cent of pharmaceutical opioids 
seized worldwide, and that development was due almost 
entirely to trafficking in tramadol.

365. Lesotho has begun issuing licences to authorize the 
cultivation of cannabis for medical purposes. National 
authorities state that cultivation is intended solely for 
export to markets permitting the use of cannabis for  
medical purposes and that use of cannabis for medical or 
other purposes in Lesotho would not be permitted. 
Lesotho is the first country in the region to permit the 
cultivation of cannabis for medical purposes. 

2. Regional cooperation

366. UNODC launched a project in December 2017 to 
assist the Gambia, Guinea-Bissau and Senegal in enhanc-
ing their national capacities to detect and investigate 
cross-border crime affecting those countries. The project 
began with a two-week training course on detection and 
interdiction on cross-border crime for law enforcement 

officials of the Gambia. Additional training courses were 
given for law enforcement officials of Guinea-Bissau and 
Senegal in the course of 2018. 

367. In December 2017, the East African Community 
adopted its Second Regional Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 
Plan of Action for the period 2017–2027. The principal 
aim of the Plan of Action is to bolster regional produc-
tion of pharmaceuticals in order to reduce dependence on 
imported pharmaceuticals, which currently account for  
70 per cent of supply, and expand the regional product 
portfolio to cater to more than 90 per cent of health 
conditions.

368. The States members and secretariat of ECOWAS, 
with the support of UNODC and the European Union, 
undertook several drug control activities throughout 2018 
as part of the ECOWAS Regional Action Plan on illicit 
drug trafficking, organized crime related to it and drug 
abuse in West Africa. Such activities included the estab-
lishment of the West African Network of Civil Society on 
Substance Abuse, to better coordinate drug prevention 
and treatment efforts, the carrying out of school surveys 
on health and substance use in Cabo Verde, Côte d’Ivoire 
and Liberia and the establishment of the West African 
Epidemiology Network on Drug Use, which will collect 
data for an upcoming regional drug use report. 

369. In February 2018, the United States military Africa 
Command (AFRICOM) donated seven patrol boats – two 
to the Navy of Senegal and five to the Navy of Cabo Verde 
– in order to strengthen their capacity to counter drug 
trafficking in national and international waters. That was 
in addition to the five boats that AFRICOM had donated 
to Cabo Verde in December 2017. Along with the patrol 
craft, the United States also provided training and other 
equipment for the operation and maintenance of the 
vessels.

370. Twenty countries72 in Africa, with the support of 
several countries in Europe, the United States and Canada, 
participated in the Obangame Express maritime exercise 
of 2018, organized by AFRICOM. The objective of the 
eight-day exercise held in late March 2018 was to develop 
the capacity and capability of countries of the Gulf of 
Guinea and West Africa to counter illicit sea-based  
activity, including drug trafficking.

371. At the Ministerial Conference on Maritime Security 
in the Western Indian Ocean held in April 2018, the 

72 Angola, Benin, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, Congo, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Morocco, Namibia, Nigeria, Sao Tome and  
Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo.
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Comoros, Djibouti, Madagascar, Mauritius and Seychelles 
signed agreements on strengthening their cooperation on 
maritime security in the western Indian Ocean to  
combat drug trafficking, illegal fishing and other illicit 
activities. The agreements will improve the sharing of 
information between law enforcement and security  
services and enhance coordination in joint operations of 
those countries.

372. Ministers of Health of African Union countries 
adopted a treaty in May 2018 to establish the African 
Medicines Agency, whose purpose is to provide a  
common regulatory framework for medical products 
among African Union countries and regional organiza-
tions, including systems to assure the quality of medicines 
and other pharmaceuticals in order to combat the  
presence of counterfeit drugs across the region. The treaty 
establishing the Agency still requires formal endorse-
ment, expected in early 2019, from the Heads of State 
and Government of the African Union before operations 
can begin.

373. In September 2018, INCB organized a training 
seminar, held in Senegal, for competent national author-
ities of francophone countries in Africa responsible for 
monitoring the licit international trade in controlled sub-
stances. The seminar was part of the global INCB 
Learning project to enable Member States to fulfil the 
commitments they had made at the special session of the 
General Assembly on the world drug problem held in 
2016. At the seminar, participants enhanced their knowl-
edge of the international drug control framework, the 
technical reporting required under the three international 
drug control conventions and the availability and use of 
the electronic tools developed by INCB, including I2ES, 
PEN Online, PICS and IONICS. Participants from 
Cameroon, the Central African Republic, the Congo, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Guinea, Mali, 
Mauritania, the Niger, Senegal and Togo attended the 
seminar. Input was also provided by UNODC, WHO and 
the African Palliative Care Association.

374. The Twenty-eighth Meeting of Heads of National 
Drug Law Enforcement Agencies, Africa, was held in  
Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania, from 17 to 
21 September 2018. In working groups, participants  
considered the following topics: (a) recent trends in drug 
trafficking in Africa and links to organized crime; (b) best 
practices in prison reform and alternatives to conviction 
or punishment; (c) practical measures to operationalize 
regional cooperation in drug law enforcement; and  
(d) awareness-raising on drug-related issues in educa-
tional settings.

3.  National legislation, policy and 
action

375. In June 2018, the Parliament of Botswana passed 
the Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act, 2018. The Act imposes penalties for  
various drug-related offences and provides a legal basis 
for the establishment of drug rehabilitation centres and 
the Drug Enforcement Agency. The Drug Enforcement 
Agency has the following functions: (a) collecting, collat-
ing and disseminating information on the illegal use of 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances; (b) receiving 
and investigating any complaint of alleged or suspected 
breach of the Act and, subject to the directives of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, prosecuting offences 
under the Act; (c) addressing and advising government 
ministries and departments, public bodies, companies, 
institutions, statutory bodies and corporations on ways 
and means of preventing prohibited activities relating to 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, and suggest-
ing measures, procedures or methods of work compati-
ble with the proper performances of their duties that, in 
the opinion of the Agency, would reduce prohibited  
activities relating to narcotic drugs and psychotropic  
substances; (d) disseminating information intended to 
educate the public on the dangers and effects of drug 
abuse or psychotropic substance abuse; and (e) enlisting 
and fostering public support for countering drug abuse 
and psychotropic substance abuse.

376. In January and February 2018, Cameroon con-
ducted a large-scale national media campaign to raise 
awareness of the dangers posed by the cultivation and 
consumption of cannabis and other narcotic drugs. The 
campaign sought to harmonize the overall national-level 
effort to combat drugs and overcome taboos that impede 
progress on drug issues. The campaign was organized by 
the government ministries for education, youth, health 
and social affairs, along with regional governors.

377. Cameroon has undertaken alternative development 
initiatives as a way of curbing the illicit cultivation of  
cannabis by young people. The initiatives focus on 
expanding existing national programmes supporting  
agricultural production to include young people by  
providing seeds, supplies, training and other services to 
promote self-employment in the agricultural sector.

378. The Commission of Inquiry on Drug Trafficking 
of Mauritius released its report on the drug situation in 
the country in July 2018. During its work, the Commission 
heard from many government, private sector and civil 
society stakeholders on issues related to drug use and  
trafficking in the country. The report summarizes the 
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drug situation in Mauritius and is intended to give the 
country’s policymakers a better understanding of  
institutional and programmatic shortcomings. The 
Commission identified several issues, including the need 
to establish a central coordinating body for drug policy 
within the Government, the uneven administration of 
the country’s opioid substitution therapy programme 
using methadone, the ability of drug traffickers to con-
tinue to conduct their operations from prison and the 
fragmentation and lack of coordination of anti-narcotic 
units within the national police and the customs 
authority.

379. In November 2017, the National Council on Health 
of Nigeria, at its sixtieth meeting, approved four policy 
documents, namely the national policy for controlled 
medicines and its implementation strategies, national 
guidelines for the quantification of narcotic medicines, 
national guidelines for the estimation of psychotropic 
substances and precursors, and national minimum stand-
ards of drug dependence treatment. The objective of those 
documents is to establish a legal framework to ensure the 
availability of and access to affordable controlled medi-
cines for medical and scientific purposes, while  
preventing diversion, to provide guidance for evaluating 
drug dependence treatment facilities and to outline the 
process for obtaining accurate estimates of national 
requirements of controlled substances.

380. Nigeria banned the production, import and sale of 
cough syrups containing codeine in May 2018. The 
Ministry of Health reported that the ban was necessary 
because of the level of abuse of codeine in the country 
and advised that dextromethorphan should be used in  
its place.

381. Senegal conducted its thirty-first national  
Drug Awareness and Mobilization Week at the end of 
June 2018. The week-long event sought to raise aware-
ness in the country of the danger of drug use and the 
steps that people could take to support the Government’s  
drug control initiatives. Activities during the week 
included an opening ceremony led by the Minister of the 
Interior, football matches, a poetry contest, public round-
table discussions that included national drug control 
authorities and activities organized by civil society 
groups. 

382. Zambia has launched the Seventh National 
Development Plan (for the period 2017–2021) in order 
to attain the Sustainable Development Goals. The Plan 
includes a broad-based drug, alcohol and substance  
policy to strengthen the prevention and treatment of  
substance abuse, including illicit drug consumption.

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

383. Africa continues to be a major transit region for 
drug trafficking as well as a growing destination market 
for narcotic drugs. Trafficking in cocaine, heroin and can-
nabis is prevalent, although patterns vary for the differ-
ent drugs. Cannabis continues to be illicitly cultivated in 
all subregions and is often intended for local markets as 
little is trafficked internationally, although some countries 
report that some of the cannabis cultivated is intended 
for export to Europe. On the other hand, the production 
of cannabis resin within Africa is limited to Morocco, 
with the trafficking flow of cannabis resin going through 
North Africa and Spain into the rest of Europe.

384. Cannabis is the narcotic drug most widely seized 
by law enforcement authorities in Africa, as reported by 
countries in the region. In 2017, Morocco reported seiz-
ing the largest amounts of cannabis (over 117 tons of can-
nabis resin and 283 tons of cannabis herb); seizures of 
large amounts of cannabis were also reported by Nigeria 
(approximately 191 tons of cannabis herb), Algeria (over 
52 tons, nearly all of which was cannabis resin), Zambia 
(over 17 tons of cannabis herb), Madagascar (over 10 tons 
of cannabis herb), Kenya (8.6 tons of cannabis herb), 
Cameroon (6 tons of cannabis herb), Ghana (over 4.6 
tons of cannabis herb) and Côte d’Ivoire (over 3 tons of 
cannabis herb). Ghana also reported that drug trafficking 
organizations brought individuals with cultivation exper-
tise into the country in order to improve the quantity and 
quality of the cannabis being illicitly cultivated. Authorities 
in Algeria reported that trafficking patterns for cannabis 
in North Africa shifted in 2017, with new routes going 
through Mali and Mauritania in order to reach destina-
tion markets.

385. With regard to cocaine, there is minimal consump-
tion in the region overall, as the drug is mostly trafficked 
to Europe. According to UNODC and reports from some 
countries, there is a change in the patterns of trafficking 
in cocaine from South America, continuing to shift from 
West Africa to North Africa, before proceeding to desti-
nation markets.

386. In February 2018, Moroccan authorities reported 
an exceptionally large seizure of 541 kg of cocaine, found 
in a container at the Port of Casablanca. In May 2018, 
the coastguard of Algeria effected an exceptionally large 
seizure, of 701 kg of cocaine hidden among frozen beef 
in a container ship in the Port of Oran. That amount is 
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in contrast to the total of 6.27 kg of cocaine seized by the 
country’s authorities in all of 2017. With regard to other 
cocaine seizures in 2017, Morocco reported the largest 
total seizures in the region, at 2.8 tons, Angola reported 
31 cases for a total of 153 kg of cocaine seized, Kenya 
seized 11.78 kg, Cameroon seized 5.2 kg, Ghana seized 8 kg 
and Madagascar seized less than 1 kg. Among countries 
of the Gulf of Guinea, Nigeria reported the largest total 
seizures, with 92 kg seized, and Zambia reported seizing 
13 kg.

387. Heroin from Afghanistan continues to be trafficked 
through the region to destination markets worldwide 
although consumption has become a greater concern in 
some countries of the region. Although data are limited, 
trafficking in heroin in the region is not as prevalent as 
trafficking in some other drugs. In 2017, only a few coun-
tries in Africa reported seizures of heroin, namely Kenya 
(112.6 kg), Nigeria (85.4 kg), Morocco (11.47 kg), Algeria 
(2.1 kg), Côte d’Ivoire (approximately 1.7 kg) and 
Madagascar (1 kg). In almost all reported cases, 
Governments indicated that Afghanistan was the source 
of the heroin seized.

388. There is little other information or data regarding 
the seizure of other internationally controlled narcotic 
drugs. However, the authorities of Nigeria seized approx-
imately 10 tons of cough syrups containing codeine as 
well as a total of 221 kg of pethidine and methadone  
during 2017.

(b) Psychotropic substances

389. While trafficking in psychotropic substances is not 
as great a concern for countries in Africa as trafficking 
in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances are a growing 
concern in some countries. In particular, there is a grow-
ing prevalence of the use of amphetamine-type stimulants 
and other psychotropic substances in some countries in 
the Gulf of Guinea, including Cameroon and Nigeria. 
Some countries have reported that trafficking in MDMA 
is carried out by means of networks that source the drug 
from Europe.

390. Nigeria reported that just over 782 kg of amphetamine-
type stimulants had been seized in 2017 and that one 
clandestine laboratory manufacturing such stimulants 
had been detected. In addition, Nigeria reported seizing 
nearly 1.8 tons of internationally controlled  
sedatives and tranquillizers, including methaqualone  
and GHB. Authorities in Cameroon seized 75 kg of 

methamphetamine in January 2017 alone. Authorities in 
Algeria reported seizures of over 1.2 million tablets of 
amphetamine-type stimulants, including 246,000 tablets 
of MDMA. In addition, authorities in Morocco reported 
seizures of nearly 550,000 tablets of MDMA trafficked 
from Europe.

391. Côte d’Ivoire reported diversions of some benzo-
diazepines from legitimate channels during 2017 and sei-
zures by authorities of less than 30 g of clonazepam and 
9.65 kg of diazepam.

(c) Precursors

392. During the reporting period, only a few countries 
in Africa, namely, Algeria, Benin, Egypt, Morocco and 
the Sudan, provided the mandatory information related 
to seizures of substances in Tables I and II of the 1988 
Convention. This has a significant impact on the identi-
fication of emerging trends on the African continent. 

393. However, the information that is available to the 
Board suggests that the African continent remains affected 
by trafficking in precursors. During the reporting period, 
the following countries in Africa were involved in  
precursor-related incidents, as countries of transit or  
destination: Benin, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa 
and Zambia. The substances seized were mostly ephed-
rine in its raw form and in the form of preparations. In 
2018, for the second consecutive year, the Government 
of Benin reported seizures of ephedrine preparations in 
quantities far in excess of the country’s reported annual 
legitimate requirements (1 kg). Those seizures amounted 
to nearly 300 kg in 2016 and to more than 150 kg in 2017.

394. Nigeria continued to report seizures of ephedrine 
destined for other countries in Africa. Similarly to previ-
ous years, the destinations included, in particular, 
Mozambique and South Africa. Those seizures also con-
firm that South Africa continues to be a key destination 
for trafficking in ephedrine. A number of other precur-
sors were also reported by Nigeria in connection with 
illicit methamphetamine laboratories dismantled in the 
country in 2018. Reportedly, the substances had been 
diverted domestically. 

395. A comprehensive review of the situation with 
respect to the control of precursors and chemicals fre-
quently used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in Africa can be found in 
the report of the Board for 2018 on the implementation 
of article 12 of the 1988 Convention.
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(d)  Substances not under international 
control

396. Tramadol, a synthetic opioid not under inter-
national control, is a substance of growing concern, par-
ticularly in North, Central and West Africa. UNODC, in 
its World Drug Report 2018, noted that those subregions 
of Africa now account for 87 per cent of pharmaceutical 
opioids seized worldwide and that the recent rise is due 
almost entirely to trafficking in tramadol.

397. According to the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency of Nigeria, the trafficking of tramadol into the 
country has risen sharply in the past two years. Authorities 
reported that over 100 tons of the drug were seized 
between January 2017 and March 2018. In 2017, the 
country seized 96 tons, in comparison with 3 tons in 
2016. Seizures of tramadol in Nigeria now exceed those 
of cocaine, heroin and methamphetamine combined. In 
fact, the quantity of tramadol seized in Nigeria in 2017 
exceeded the overall quantities of tramadol seized in all 
of Africa in 2016 (over 64 tons). Authorities also noted 
the wide proliferation of tramadol tablets with unap-
proved dosages, ranging from 120 mg to 250 mg. 

398. Côte d’Ivoire reported diversions of tramadol from 
legitimate channels in 2017, during which over 26 kg of 
the substance were seized by law enforcement authorities. 
In neighbouring Ghana, the Food and Drugs Authority 
reported that an investigation into pharmacies in the 
Region of Ashanti had determined that tramadol was 
being improperly sold over the counter contrary to 
national regulations requiring a prescription. Additionally, 
Ghana has seen a proliferation of high-dose tramadol  
tablets, with doses ranging from 120 mg to 250 mg, con-
tributing to growing abuse of the drug across the country.

399. Large quantities of tramadol continue to be 
reported to be seized by the Government of Egypt, where 
the substance has been under national control since 2013. 
It is reported that most of the substance is intercepted, 
in the form of tablets, at the country’s seaports. The 
national seizure totals increased from 217 million tablets 
in 2016 to more than 231 million tablets in 2017. An 
analysis of some of the tablets seized confirmed the pres-
ence of a range of impurities, indicating the illicit manu-
facture of those tablets. According to the reports of the 
Forensic Medicine Authority of the Ministry of Justice of 
Egypt, in 2017, there were 43 deaths related to tramadol 
abuse.

400. Morocco continues to see the proliferation of tram-
adol in the country, with authorities reporting the seizure 
of nearly 40 million tablets in 2017.

401. Zambia is the only country in Africa that officially 
reported seizures of khat, reporting seizures of over 
200 kg in 2017.

402. Kenya reported seizing approximately 729 litres of 
various ketamine preparations in 2017.

403. Authorities in Mauritius reported a significant rise 
in the prevalence of new psychoactive substances in the 
country. The country’s authorities reported total seizures 
of approximately 0.3 kg of new psychoactive substances 
in 2015 and 0.1 kg in 2016. In 2017, seizures of such sub-
stances rose to over 2.1 kg. As a result of that growing 
prevalence, new psychoactive substances have become  
the main drug-related reason for inpatient treatment in  
public health institutions in Mauritius.

5. Abuse and treatment

404. It is difficult to determine the true extent of the 
drug use situation in Africa because of the lack of avail-
able data in the region. Broadly, to judge by the available 
data, the drug use situation in the region has not 
improved. Countries report that cannabis remains the 
most prevalent drug of use among drug users. Studies 
from some countries suggest that use of other drugs is 
also on the rise.

405. In March 2018, the authorities of Algeria released 
a report on substance abuse among students in primary 
and secondary schools across Algeria based on data gath-
ered from a survey conducted in 2016. The report found 
that students aged 18 years and older had the highest 
rates of prevalence of substance abuse, with 8 per cent 
having used cannabis in the previous 12 months, 5 per 
cent having used a controlled psychotropic substance,  
2 per cent having used MDMA and 1 per cent having 
used cocaine. Among students aged 15 to 17, prevalence 
rates among boys greatly surpassed the rates among girls 
for all drugs. For example, the prevalence rate of canna-
bis use in the previous 12 months among boys was 7.42 
per cent, in comparison with 0.23 per cent among girls. 
Likewise, the prevalence rate of MDMA use among boys 
stood at 2.23 per cent, in comparison with 0.08 per cent 
among girls. The study also noted that the most common 
reason given among students for why they used drugs 
was “escaping from reality”.

406. A drug consumption study conducted in late 2017 
of schoolchildren aged 14 to 18 in the Cameroon capital 
of Yaoundé found that 6.11 per cent of students con-
sumed tramadol for non-medical purposes. The study 
also found that awareness of some drugs among students 
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was high, with more than 95 per cent of students being 
aware of tramadol and cocaine. Rates of awareness of 
other drugs including cannabis were lower, at 37.8 per 
cent. The study also found that a large majority of stu-
dents were against drugs being sold to students, and the 
majority of students were against punishing drug users, 
depending on the nature of the sanction.

407. Following a heroin abuse crisis in late 2010, Kenya 
has been developing a programme of medically assisted 
therapy for people who inject drugs as part of a broader 
national AIDS strategic plan. The programme has pro-
vided services to 2,800 injecting drug users thus far, has 
carried out initiatives to reduce the stigmatization of peo-
ple who inject drugs and has provided vocational and 
other opportunities following treatment. Kenya seeks to 
expand the programme to treat up to 9,000 people in the 
next three years and plans to introduce the use of 
buprenorphine and naltrexone to increase the available 
treatment options.

408. According to the National Drug Observatory Report 
of Mauritius, released in March 2018, approximately 
5,000 persons inject drugs in the country. The report indi-
cates that persons who inject drugs remain the primary 
driver of the high prevalence of HIV and hepatitis C in 
Mauritius. Among people who inject drugs, over 95 per 
cent are infected with hepatitis C and 44 per cent are co-
infected with HIV and hepatitis C. The report also indi-
cates that, as of June 2017, just over 4,000 persons were 
participating in the country’s opioid substitution therapy 
programme.

409. In February 2018, the Agency for the Prevention 
of Drug Abuse and Rehabilitation of Seychelles published 
a study entitled Seychelles Biological and Behavioural 
Surveillance of Heroin Users 2017. The main objective of 
the study was to determine the size of the population of 
heroin users, including people who inject heroin and 
other drugs, and the demographic characteristics of her-
oin users in the country. The results of the study provided 
two different figures on the population of drug injecting 
users through the use of two different methodologies. The 
first method yielded an estimate of 4,000–4,800 people 
who inject drugs. The second method, based on rates of 
usage of drug treatment services, yielded an estimated 
population of 2,560 people who inject drugs. A previous 
study in 2011 utilizing the second method estimated a 
population of 1,671 people who inject drugs. The 2017 
study noted that, regardless of which of the two methods 
was used, the population of people who inject drugs in 
Seychelles is high (about 3 per cent), given that the coun-
try’s total population is 95,843.

410. In February 2018, a new methadone clinic was 
opened in Mwanza, in the Lake Zone of the United 
Republic of Tanzania. In the first six months of opera-
tion, the clinic served over 100 drug users. The metha-
done programme was first introduced in the country in 
2011, at the Muhimbili National Hospital clinic, and in 
2018 there were five such facilities in the country, and a 
total of about 6,000 clients had received methadone treat-
ment. In addition, the Drug Control and Enforcement 
Authority was in the process of opening another metha-
done clinic in the capital city, Dodoma. 

B.  Americas

Central America and the Caribbean

1. Major developments

411. Central America and the Caribbean continue to be 
used by transnational organized criminal organizations 
for the trans-shipment of drugs from South America to 
the main drug markets in the United States and Europe. 
Cocaine and cannabis are the drugs most frequently traf-
ficked in large quantities through the region, and the 
most abused as well. Similar trends have been reported 
with regard to cannabis herb and cocaine seizures in 
some countries, which may reflect the utilization of can-
nabis herb as partial payment for cocaine traffickers along 
the trafficking chain.

412. Central America accounted for 11 per cent of the 
cocaine seized worldwide in 2016, most of which was 
seized in Panama. 

413. Overall, the quantities of cocaine seized in Central 
America increased in 2017 compared with 2016 and 2015. 
This is likely to be related to the sharp increases in the 
levels of illicit coca bush cultivation and cocaine produc-
tion in Colombia, and the demand for cocaine in Europe 
and North America. 

2. Regional cooperation

414. In August 2018, the Regional Commission on 
Marijuana of CARICOM issued a report entitled Waiting 
to Exhale: Safeguarding our Future through Responsible 
Social-Legal Policy on Marijuana. The Commission was 
established in 2014 by Heads of Government in the region 
in response to their concerns about rates of incarceration 
of young people for cannabis use and growing public 
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interest in the use of cannabis for medicinal purposes. 
The report contains reference to experiences with the 
establishment of regulated regimes for the medical and 
non-medical use of cannabis in neighbouring countries 
and states of the United States. In the report, the 
Commission recommended that the end goal of 
CARICOM should be to establish a regulated framework 
for cannabis, similar to that for alcohol and tobacco. It 
also recommended that CARICOM member States should 
not consider themselves bound by the international drug 
control conventions in making decisions on the way for-
ward regarding cannabis legislation reform and that 
CARICOM member States should work together to for-
mulate a formal, regional position on the need to amend 
the existing United Nations treaties governing the use and 
production of cannabis. The Board reiterates that the 
1961 Convention limits the use of cannabis exclusively 
to medical and scientific purposes, as a fundamental 
principle that lies at the heart of the international drug 
control legal framework and that cannot be derogated 
from. States parties to the Convention have the obliga-
tion to carry out the provisions of the Convention 
within their own territory. The Board encourages States 
to adopt proportionate responses for minor drug-related 
offences committed by drug users, including, where 
appropriate, alternatives to arrest and incarceration, and 
points out that such responses are provided for in the 
international drug control conventions.

415. In December 2017, 24 officials from Guatemala 
and Honduras participated in a seminar organized by the 
Board under its INCB Learning project. The seminar took 
place in Guatemala City and was hosted by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala. Representatives of WHO 
and the UNODC-WCO Container Control Programme 
also contributed to the meeting. INCB Learning is the 
Board’s global initiative to strengthen Governments’ 
capacity in the regulatory control and monitoring of the 
licit trade in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and 
precursor chemicals (see section F of chapter II above for 
more details). 

416. Countries in Central America and the Caribbean 
have been collaborating in countering organized crime 
and drug trafficking and in promoting an effective drug 
demand reduction approach, with the support of UNODC, 
through a number of strategic initiatives. Such initiatives 
include the Container Control Programme, AIRCOP, the 
Network of Prosecutors against Organized Crime, the 
UNODC project on strengthening criminal investigation 
and criminal justice cooperation along the cocaine route 
in Latin America, the Caribbean and West Africa,  and 
the Office’s drug demand reduction-oriented strong fam-
ilies and parenting skills programmes.

417. In December 2017, the secretariat of the Central 
American Integration System and the European Union 
signed an agreement in support of the region’s efforts to 
combat transnational organized crime. The European 
Union has pledged 20 million euros to the project, enti-
tled “Cooperation on criminal investigation in Central 
America to fight transnational crime and drug traffick-
ing” (ICRIME). The initiative will be part of the broader 
framework of the Central American Security Strategy and 
will also receive contributions from Spain and the Central 
American Integration System secretariat. 

418. In January and February 2018, the Financial Action 
Task Force published mutual evaluation reports for 
Panama and Barbados, respectively. The reports include 
analysis and recommendations related to the countries’ 
progress in implementing measures to combat money-
laundering, terrorist financing and other related threats, 
including drug trafficking. In July 2018, Panama hosted 
the thirty-seventh meeting of the Financial Action Task 
Force of Latin America.

3.  National legislation, policy  
and action

419. In Costa Rica, an Organized Crime Section was 
established by the Judicial Investigative Police in 2017. 
Furthermore, the National Forensics Laboratory has col-
laborated with the United States to strengthen its inves-
tigatory capacity, and in 2017 received accreditation 
under the International Standards Organization standards 
17020 and 17025 for chemical analysis, toxicology and 
biochemistry.

420. Honduras created the Sanitary Regulation Agency 
through Executive Decree PMC-032-2017, published in 
the official gazette in May 2017. The Agency is techni-
cally, financially and administratively independent from 
the Secretary of Health and is hosted at the Sectorial 
Cabinet for Development and Social Inclusion. The cre-
ation of the Agency is aimed at decentralizing and 
strengthening sanitary regulation activities. It will support 
the monitoring and control of movements of scheduled 
substances in the country, and act as the new competent 
national authority in Honduras for the international drug 
control conventions.

421. In 2017, the Ministry of National Security of 
Trinidad and Tobago established the Organized Crime 
Intelligence Unit within the Trinidad and Tobago Police 
Service. The Unit absorbed the Service’s Organized Crime, 
Narcotics and Firearms Bureau and the Criminal Gang 
and Intelligence Unit. The objective of the reform is to 
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improve information-sharing and operational collabora-
tion between national institutions.

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

422. Sharing a border with Colombia and being located 
on the route used to traffic cannabis, cocaine and “crack” 
cocaine northwards from the Andean region to North 
America and Europe, Panama has been seizing the larg-
est amounts of cocaine in the region for several years. 
Panama reported to INCB that, in 2017, 66.9 tons of 
cocaine had been seized, an increase of 12.7 per cent over 
the amount reported for 2016 (59.3 tons), and 35.9 per 
cent more than that reported for 2015 (49.2 tons). That 
increase is likely to be related to the sharp increases in 
the levels of illicit coca cultivation and cocaine produc-
tion in Colombia in 2016 and 2017 that have led to 
increased amounts of cocaine being trafficked through 
most countries in Central America and the Caribbean. 

423. A similar trend was observed in Costa Rica, which 
is also located on the northwards trafficking route. In 
2017, the country reported seizing the second-highest 
amount of cocaine in the region, which was about half 
of the amount seized in neighbouring Panama. Cocaine 
originating in Colombia and destined for Mexico and the 
United States and Europe reaches Costa Rica through 
Panama. Costa Rica reported seizing 20.1 per cent more 
cocaine in 2017 (27.9 tons in total) than in 2016 (23.2 
tons), and 63.9 per cent more than in 2015 (17 tons).

424. In Guatemala, the number of opium poppy and 
cannabis plants eradicated increased in 2017. The 
Government of Guatemala eradicated 417,004,278 opium 
poppy plants, most of it in the Department of San Marcos, 
and 6,033,345 cannabis plants, mainly in the Departments 
of Totonicapan and Petén. Cocaine seizures also contin-
ued to increase in the country, reaching 13.6 tons in 2017, 
a 6.5 per cent increase over 2016 (12.8 tons) and 121 per 
cent more than in 2015 (6.2 tons). The organized crimi-
nal groups involved in drug trafficking are composed of 
families that are mostly of Guatemalan origin. Nationals 
of Colombia, Ecuador and Mexico are also involved.

425. Among countries in Central America and the 
Caribbean reporting seizure data to the Board and 
UNODC, the Dominican Republic and Guatemala reported 
seizing the highest amounts of heroin, with similar trends 
over the period 2016–2018. Guatemala reported seizing 

83.40 kg of heroin in 2015, 143.43 kg in 2016 and 47.94 
kg in 2017, while the Dominican Republic seized 51.20 kg 
in 2015, 68.49 kg in 2016 and 27.57 kg in 2017. In 2017, 
the Dominican Republic reported dismantling a clandes-
tine fentanyl laboratory in the city of Santiago.

426. In Honduras, 2017 marked the reversal of a declin-
ing trend in the amount of cocaine seized, which reached 
a low of 735 kg in 2016, but increased to 2.1 tons the fol-
lowing year, slightly above the 2015 level, but below the 
level in 2014, when 11.7 tons were seized. In a similar 
trend, cannabis herb seizures also increased sharply in 
2017, to 5 tons, much higher than the low point in 2016 
(155 kg), but lower than the total seized in 2014 (29.8 tons). 
On the other hand, seizures of “crack” cocaine have been 
on the rise since 2015.

427. Similar to most of its neighbours in Central 
America, Nicaragua reported to INCB that it had seized 
higher levels of cocaine in 2017 (5.5 tons) than in 2016 
(4.5 tons) and 2015 (4.5 tons). Seizures of cannabis herb, 
however, were the lowest in 2017 since 2013, at 1.7 tons.

428. In September 2018, the United Nations Development 
Programme published a Human Development Report for 
El Salvador entitled I’m young! Now what? (¡Soy joven! ¿Y 
ahora qué?). The report highlights the challenges faced by 
those aged between 15 and 29 years in the country in 
terms of education, the labour market, public participa-
tion and social integration. The impact of violence, which 
is considered the main challenge for the country’s society, 
on young people is also analysed, including in terms of 
their resilience and the cultural stigma they face owing to 
the association between young people and violent gangs, 
which affects their employment and education opportuni-
ties. The report presents the effects of the presence of 
drugs in young people’s communities, schools and fami-
lies. Of the main threats to young people in their com-
munities, mugging (42.6 per cent) and the sale of and 
trafficking in drugs (39.5 per cent) were mentioned the 
most often by young people surveyed for the report. The 
report identifies five priority groups that should receive 
special support through public policies: young people out-
side of the education system and at risk of dropping out; 
young people transitioning into the labour market; young 
women not in education who provide care in their fami-
lies; young people in rural areas; and young people at risk.

429. According to the Attorney General’s office of  
El Salvador, between January and September 2018, the 
country recorded 1,360 deaths related to youth gang  
violence and 2,667 people were imprisoned for drug 
trafficking.
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430. Unlike its neighbouring countries in Central 
America, Belize usually reports seizing larger amounts of 
cannabis than cocaine, a trend also observed in some 
islands of the Caribbean, including Saint Lucia. In 2018, 
Belize reported to INCB that 64.5 kg of cocaine had been 
seized in 2017, which was 347 per cent higher than the 
amount seized in 2016 (14.4 kg). The amount of canna-
bis seized in 2017 (958.2 kg) in the country was 6.2 per 
cent higher than that seized in 2016 (901.9 kg).

431. Colombia and Jamaica were the countries most fre-
quently mentioned as a source of the cannabis herb seized 
by countries in Central America and the Caribbean. 
Other sources reported by countries in the region 
included Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Costa Rica,  
El Salvador, Guatemala and Peru. 

432. In a working paper submitted to the third United 
Nations Conference to Review Progress Made in the 
Implementation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, 
Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and 
Light Weapons in All Its Aspects, in June 2018, the impact 
of the proliferation of small arms in Jamaica was high-
lighted. Drugs are smuggled from Jamaica to Canada, the 
United Kingdom and the United States, and arms are 
smuggled into the country, mostly from Haiti and the 
United States. In the paper, it was estimated that approx-
imately 274 active gangs, many transnational in scope, are 
responsible for about 80 per cent of major crimes in 
Jamaica. According to statistics from the Jamaica 
Constabulary Force, in 2017, 81.4 per cent of murders 
were committed using a gun, and the majority of the per-
petrators and victims of violent crimes were young men.

433. Trafficking in firearms is also of increasing concern 
in the Eastern Caribbean region, namely Antigua and 
Barbuda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, Saint Lucia, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 
Guns are reportedly entering countries in the subregion 
from the United States, Trinidad and Tobago, and 
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). In 2017, homicide 
rates and drug-related violent and non-violent crimes 
increased; most homicides are believed to be the outcome 
of disputes for territory between organized criminal 
organizations involved in drug trafficking. 

(b) Psychotropic substances

434. While Central America and the Caribbean is less 
affected by the manufacture of and trafficking in  
amphetamine-type stimulants than other regions, in the 
past five years, some countries have regularly reported 
seizing such substances, as well as LSD. Countries of 

origin mentioned by reporting countries include 
Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Guatemala and the 
Netherlands, as well as Curaçao. 

435. In 2017, authorities in the Dominican Republic 
dismantled a clandestine laboratory producing “ecstasy” 
and ketamine in the city of Puerto Plata.

436. Also in 2017, Costa Rica reported the seizure of a 
total of 53,991 “doses” of “ecstasy”. That was the largest 
amount of “ecstasy” reported seized by the country  
during the period 2010–2017.

(c) Precursors

437. A comprehensive review of the situation with 
respect to the control of precursors and chemicals fre-
quently used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in the region can be found 
in the report of the Board for 2018 on the implementa-
tion of article 12 of the 1988 Convention.

(d)  Substances not under  
international control

438. In August 2017, the Sanitary Regulation Agency of 
Honduras published an updated list of substances under 
national control. The list includes, for the first time,  
11 substances not under international control, including 
tramadol.

439. Panama reported seizures of ketamine in both 
2017 and 2016.

5. Abuse and treatment

440. In June 2017, the Dominican Republic started an 
opioid substitution treatment programme in partnership 
with UNODC. As of September 2018, 45 heroin users 
were benefiting from the programme.

441. In August 2017, the Government of the Bahamas 
published the results of its national household drug prev-
alence survey. The survey contained data from individu-
als aged between 12 and 65 on their abuse of licit and 
controlled substances. The results showed a lifetime prev-
alence of cannabis herb use of 20 per cent for men and 
7 per cent for women, compared with 14 per cent and 13 
per cent, respectively, in 1991. The reported average age 
of first cannabis herb use was 17. Lifetime prevalence of 
cocaine use was 2 per cent for men and 0.4 per cent for 
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women, down from 6 per cent and 1 per cent, respec-
tively, in 1991. The average age of first use of cocaine was 
25 years. 

442. According to the 2017 annual report of the 
National Drugs Observatory of the Executive Secretariat 
of the Commission against Addiction and Illicit Drug 
Trafficking (SECCATID) of Guatemala, the main drug for 
which 24.2 per cent of people sought treatment in 2017 
was cannabis herb. Alcohol was the main substance for 
29.3 per cent of those seeking treatment, inhalants for 2.5 
per cent, cocaine and “crack” cocaine for 1.6 per cent 
each, and psychotropic substances for 0.96 per cent. 

443. According to the World Drug Report 2018,73 the 
highest annual prevalence of drug use in Central America 
and in the Caribbean in 2016 was for cannabis, with  
2.8 per cent and 2.2 per cent, respectively. After canna-
bis, the highest prevalence in Central America was 
cocaine (0.7 per cent), amphetamines and prescription 
stimulants (0.2 per cent) and “ecstasy” (0.1 per cent). In 
the Caribbean, cannabis was followed by amphetamines 
and prescription stimulants (0.9 per cent), cocaine (0.6 per 
cent) and “ecstasy” (0.1 per cent).

North America

1. Major developments

444. Legislation and policy pertaining to cannabis con-
tinued to shift throughout North America in 2018. In 
Canada, Bill C-45, on providing legal access to cannabis 
and on controlling and regulating its production, distri-
bution, sale and possession, came into effect in October 
2018. Under the law, and subject to provincial or territo-
rial restrictions, persons aged 18 or older are legally 
allowed to possess up to 30 g of cannabis, buy dried or 
fresh cannabis from a provincially or federally licensed 
retailer, grow up to four cannabis plants per residence for 
personal use and make cannabis products.

445. Also in October 2018, the Supreme Court of 
Mexico ruled that a prohibition of the use of cannabis for 
non-medical purposes was unconstitutional on the basis 
that adults had a “fundamental right to the free 

73 Global Overview of Drug Demand and Supply Latest Trends,  
Cross-Cutting Issues (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.18.XI.9 
(Booklet 2)).

development of the personality” without interference 
from the State.

446. In the United States, the States of California and 
Vermont legalized the use of cannabis for non-medical 
purposes, and legislative developments also took place in 
the States of Maine and Massachusetts in that regard. In 
November 2018, during the United States congressional 
elections, voters in the States of Missouri and Utah 
approved ballot initiatives for the establishment of medi-
cal cannabis programmes. A proposal to legalize the pos-
session and personal cultivation of cannabis by persons 
aged 21 or older and to license the commercial produc-
tion and retail sale of the drug was adopted by voters in 
Michigan. In North Dakota, a ballot proposal aimed at 
legalizing the non-medical use of cannabis was rejected 
by the state’s electorate.

447. In December 2017, the Ministry of Health of 
Mexico issued guidelines on the medical use of cannabis, 
whereby preparations containing a concentration of less 
than 1 per cent THC are considered as having broad thera-
peutic uses and as presenting a limited risk of abuse and 
dependence and of public health problems.

448. Given the need to coordinate, integrate and follow 
up on the objectives, strategies and lines of action to 
address the world drug problem, the Criminal Investigation 
Agency of Mexico proposed the creation of a national 
office on drug policies. The office would be attached to 
the Attorney General’s Office, which is in charge of coor-
dinating drug policy in the country. 

449. Meanwhile, the opioid overdose epidemic contin-
ued to worsen in the United States, with provisional data 
showing that over 70,000 drug overdose deaths had been 
reported in the country in 2017. In 2016, 63,632 people 
died from drug overdoses, a 21.4 per cent increase com-
pared with 2015. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, opioids accounted for 66.4 per 
cent (42,249) of those deaths, with increases across all age 
groups, racial and ethnic groups and urbanization levels 
and in many states. The largest increases occurred among 
deaths involving cocaine (52.4 per cent) and synthetic 
opioids (100 per cent), likely driven by illicitly manufac-
tured fentanyl and its analogues.

450. Overdose deaths involving opioids contributed to 
a loss of 0.21 years in life expectancy for the entire popu-
lation of the United States between 2000 and 2015. In 
addition, life expectancy declined from 78.7 in 2015 to 
78.6 in 2016, owing in part to the increased number of 
deaths among younger people and deaths from uninten-
tional injuries, including drug overdose. Similarly, during 
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the period 2014–2016, life expectancy at birth in British 
Columbia, Canada, declined by a total of 0.38 years: drug 
overdose contributed a loss of 0.12 years to that decline.

451. In 2017, homicide rates in Mexico increased mark-
edly. According to the National Institute of Statistics and 
Geography of Mexico, the average number of homicides 
between 2012 and 2016 was about 22,000 per year; in 
2017, however, over 31,000 deaths were attributed to 
homicide in the country. The states with the highest num-
ber of homicides were Baja California, Chihuahua, 
Guanajuato, Guerrero and the State of Mexico. The high-
est rates of violence were also reported in those states and 
are attributed partly to the presence and operations of 
criminal organizations involved in drug production or 
trafficking or other drug-related activities.

2. Regional cooperation

452. Effective cooperation in law enforcement matters 
and in combating illicit drug manufacture and trafficking 
continued to be promoted through various regional 
mechanisms. In December 2017, representatives from 
Canada, Mexico and the United States met in Mexico City 
for the second meeting of the North American Drug 
Dialogue. Delegates from the three countries reviewed the 
progress made since the previous meeting in October 
2016 on opioid policies and actions affecting the region. 
They also discussed the increase in synthetic drugs, diver-
sion of chemical precursors from licit to illicit use and 
ongoing activities to reduce the demand for drugs and 
reaffirmed their commitment to achieving effective solu-
tions to the challenges posed by the production and con-
sumption of and trafficking in drugs in North America. 
To further broaden cooperation, in 2017, Mexico and the 
United States held two cabinet-level meetings of the 
Strategic Dialogue on Disrupting Transnational Criminal 
Organizations.

453. Regional cooperation between the three countries 
of the region includes initiatives and joint operations in 
the areas of law enforcement, intelligence-sharing and 
border control, as well as land and maritime activities.

3.  National legislation, policy and 
action

454. In the United States, the 2018 Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, which came into force in March 
2018, provided nearly $4 billion for the fiscal year 2018 
to address the opioid crisis, including through funding 
for drug courts, treatment for prisoners, monitoring of 

prescription drugs and scheduled chemical products, the 
provision of resources for law enforcement agencies in 
states with high rates of primary treatment admissions 
for the use of heroin and other opioids, overdose preven-
tion programmes and various research activities.

455. Also in March 2018, the President of the United 
States launched an initiative entitled “Stop opioid abuse 
and reduce drug supply and demand”. One of the key  
pillars of the initiative is aimed at reducing drug demand 
through education, increased awareness and preventing 
over-prescription, supporting research and implementing 
a safer prescribing plan. The initiative is to focus on  
combating the flow of illegal drugs into the country and 
illicit online sales of opioids, securing borders and detect-
ing high-risk shipments, and strengthening criminal  
penalties for trafficking in opioids. Furthermore, under 
the initiative, emphasis is placed on expanding access to 
overdose-reversing drugs, such as naloxone, evidence-
based treatment and addiction recovery services.

456. The United States Department of Justice announced 
a series of measures in January 2018, including the estab-
lishment of a joint criminal opioid darknet enforcement 
team as a Federal Bureau of Investigation-led initiative 
aimed at targeting drug trafficking, in particular fentanyl 
and other opioids, on the darknet. The team is to coor-
dinate efforts across the Bureau’s offices around the world, 
bringing together Drug Enforcement Administration 
drug trafficking task forces and other assets to counter 
online drug trafficking. Also in January 2018, the Attorney 
General of the United States announced a 45-day Drug 
Enforcement Administration surge to focus on pharma-
cies and prescribers dispensing unusual or disproportion-
ate amounts of drugs and to investigate and prosecute 
drug traffickers. One month later, the Department of 
Justice Prescription Interdiction and Litigation Task Force 
was formed to tackle the prescription opioid crisis at var-
ious levels of the distribution system. At the manufac-
turer level, the Task Force is to use all criminal and civil 
remedies available under federal law to hold opioid manu-
facturers accountable for unlawful practices. The Task 
Force is also to build on and strengthen existing 
Department of Justice initiatives to ensure that opioid 
manufacturers market their products truthfully and in 
accordance with the rules of the Food and Drug 
Administration.  

457. In addition, a number of state attorneys general 
initiated legal action against manufacturers and distribu-
tors of medicinal opioids for fuelling the opioid epidemic 
and launching marketing campaigns with deceptive con-
tent regarding the effectiveness and low risk of addiction 
of their medicinal products containing opioids. Relief 
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sought in those lawsuits by the various states included 
damages, restitution, injunctive relief and civil penalties. 
In response, one company, Purdue Pharma, undertook a 
large-scale public relations campaign, involving full-page 
newspaper advertisements, expressing its concern about 
the overdose death epidemic that its products had con-
tributed to.

458. In February 2018, the Drug Enforcement 
Administration placed all fentanyl analogues into sched-
ule I of the Controlled Substance Act on a temporary 
basis (until February 2020), with the possibility of a one-
year extension.

459. In addition, the Drug Enforcement Administration 
issued a final rule, effective as of 15 August 2018, on regu-
lations to strengthen the process to prevent the diversion 
of controlled substances and making other improvements 
to the quota management regulatory system for the pro-
duction, manufacturing and procurement of controlled 
substances in schedules I and II. If the Administration 
believes that a particular opioid or a particular compa-
ny’s opioids are being diverted for misuse, it is allowed 
to reduce the amount that can be produced in a given 
year. Those revised limits are to encourage vigilance on 
the part of opioid manufacturers and help the 
Administration respond to the changing drug threat envi-
ronment, while ensuring the availability of those sub-
stances for medical, scientific, research and industrial 
needs.

460. In October 2018, the President of the United States 
signed the Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that 
Promotes Opioid Recovery and Treatment for Patients 
and Communities Act, or the SUPPORT for Patients and 
Communities Act. Pursuant to the Act, the Department 
of Health and Human Services will oversee a grant pro-
gramme to expand the use of “comprehensive recovery 
centres”, which provide job training, mental health ser-
vices and housing alongside addiction treatment. In addi-
tion, the Act is aimed at improving coordination between 
Customs and Border Protection, the United States Postal 
Service and other entities to stop illicit shipments of drugs 
from entering the country. The Act also fast-tracks 
research projects undertaken by the National Institutes of 
Health related to the use of non-addictive drugs for the 
treatment of pain. Finally, the Act expands Medicare cov-
erage for opioid treatment and increases screening for 
opioid use disorder. Under the Act, a state Medicaid pro-
gramme would be required to suspend, rather than  
terminate, a minor’s medical coverage upon incarceration.

461. According to government figures released in 
September 2018, there were nearly 4,000 apparent 

opioid-related deaths in 2017 in Canada, corresponding 
to an increase of 33 per cent compared with the number 
in 2016 (3,005). From January to March 2018, there were 
at least 1,000 apparent opioid-related deaths, 94 per cent 
of which were accidental (unintentional); 73 per cent of 
those accidental deaths involved fentanyl or fentanyl ana-
logues. British Columbia remained the province hardest 
hit by the opioid crisis, with 1,399 deaths in 2017, an 
increase from the 974 recorded in 2016.

462. In response to the opioid crisis, the Minister of 
Health of Canada announced a series of measures to 
address the pharmaceutical industry’s opioid marketing 
practices, including severely restricting most forms of 
prescription opioid marketing. Until new regulations are 
formally in place, the Minister called on opioid manufac-
turers and distributors to immediately cease marketing 
activities associated with opioids in Canada, on a volun-
tary basis. The Minister also announced the creation of a 
dedicated marketing compliance and enforcement team 
within Health Canada, supported by approximately  
$4 million in operational resources over five years. The 
team is to proactively monitor opioid marketing to enforce 
rules around improper advertising and to take action, 
including recommending criminal charges where appro-
priate. The Government has also been exploring the 
development of new enforcement tools, including admin-
istrative fines that could be levied rapidly in the case of 
less serious violations. At the same time, legal action 
against pharmaceutical companies manufacturing opioids 
has been launched by some provinces in Canada.

463. In November 2017, the National Commission 
against Addictions (CONADIC) of Mexico announced 
that it would begin research on the consumption of new 
psychoactive substances. A first workshop was held to 
identify strategies to strengthen the identification of the 
profiles and chemical composition of narcotics and new 
psychoactive substances, in order to implement an early 
warning system in the country. Furthermore, in June 
2018, CONADIC signed an agreement to collaborate with 
the National Polytechnic Institute, as part of prevention 
efforts targeted at young people.

464. Under the Cannabis Act, which came into effect in 
Canada in October 2018, and subject to provincial or ter-
ritorial restrictions, persons aged 18 or older are legally 
allowed to possess and share with other adults up to 30 g 
of cannabis, buy dried or fresh cannabis and cannabis oil 
from a provincially or federally licensed retailer, grow up 
to four cannabis plants per residence for personal use and 
make cannabis products, such as foods and drinks, at 
home. The federal Government is responsible for estab-
lishing the requirements for producers and industry-wide 
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rules and standards. The provinces and territories are 
responsible for developing, implementing, maintaining 
and enforcing systems to oversee distribution and sale. 
They are also able to add their own safety measures, such 
as increasing the minimum age, lowering the personal 
possession limit or placing restrictions on where adults 
can consume cannabis. The Cannabis Act further foresees 
several measures aimed at preventing young people from 
accessing cannabis, including restrictions on packaging 
or labelling, on promoting cannabis and on selling it 
through self-service displays or vending machines. The 
Act creates two new criminal offences for giving or sell-
ing cannabis to young people and for using a youth to 
commit a cannabis-related offence; both carry maximum 
penalties of 14 years in prison. On 21 June 2018, Bill 
C-46, which amended provisions of the Criminal Code 
dealing with offences and procedures related to drug-
impaired driving, received royal assent.

465. A number of companies have been investing in 
research on the production of cannabis-infused non-
alcoholic beverages and beer in Canada. While there 
seem to be a lack of scientific studies on the effects of 
such beverages on health, it is expected that these 
products will become available in the country once the 
relevant regulations take effect.

466. Following the adoption of the Cannabis Act, the 
Government of Canada approved the provision of approx-
imately $700,000 over three years to the Centre for 
Addiction and Mental Health to study drug-impaired 
driving. The study is to explore how increased levels of 
THC in blood and oral fluids could impact a driver, 
including his or her ability to anticipate hazards; levels of 
risk-taking behaviour; reaction times; position and speed 
on the roads; and differences that may exist between driv-
ers, depending on age, gender, THC levels and driving 
impairment. The study is to be completed by June 2020.

467. Health Canada announced an investment of 
approximately $170,000 for three organizations – the 
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, the University 
of Western Ontario and Health Nexus – to support front-
line workers in informing the public about health and 
safety-related issues pertaining to cannabis. Those organ-
izations are to develop public education tools and 
resources for public health professionals, education sec-
tor stakeholders (such as educators, school counsellors, 
school and school board administrators) and community 
service providers. In the federal budget for 2018, approx-
imately $48 million were committed over five years to 
support community-based and indigenous organizations 
in educating their communities about the risks associated 
with cannabis use. That was in addition to a previously 

announced investment of $35 million over five years to 
support public education, awareness and monitoring 
activities.

468. Following the amendment to its General Health 
Law in June 2017, by which Mexico legalized the use of 
cannabinoids for medical purposes, the Ministry of 
Health was tasked with designing and implementing pub-
lic policies regulating the medicinal use of cannabis and 
research and national production. In December 2017, the 
Government announced guidelines permitting the import 
of pharmacological derivatives of cannabis, oils, pills and 
foods with less than 1 per cent THC, with higher poten-
cies requiring special government approval for individual 
patients.

469. In January 2018, the Attorney General of the 
United States issued a memorandum to all district-level 
United States Attorneys on the enforcement of cannabis-
related legislation. The memorandum stated that previous 
nationwide guidance on the issue had been rescinded, 
and the Attorneys were instructed to use previously estab-
lished principles that governed all federal prosecutions. 
When deciding which cases to prosecute, the seriousness 
of the crime, the deterrent effect of criminal prosecution 
and the cumulative impact of particular crimes on the 
community were to be taken into account. Also in the 
memorandum, the Attorney General recalled federal law 
and Congress’ determination that cannabis was a danger-
ous drug and that related activities were serious crimes.

470. California became the eighth state in the United 
States (after Alaska, Colorado, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Nevada, Oregon and Washington)74 to legalize and regu-
late the sale of cannabis for non-medical purposes. 
According to the regulatory scheme established in 
California, adults over the age of 21 may possess up to 
28 g of cannabis and can grow up to six plants at home. 
Cannabis may also be sold in retail outlets licensed by 
the California Bureau of Cannabis Control. As at 1 July 
2018, cannabis goods must meet a number of statutory 
and regulatory requirements, including as regards labo-
ratory testing, packaging and labelling, established by the 
Bureau. According to the California Department of Tax 
and Fee Administration report of 11 May 2018, the tax 
revenue from the cannabis industry in the first quarter 
of 2018 totalled $60.9 million, which included state cul-
tivation, excise and sales taxes. It did not include local 
tax revenue collected by cities or counties.

74 The use of cannabis for non-medical purposes has been legalized 
in the District of Columbia, but commercial sales of cannabis are not 
regulated and remain illegal.
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471. Vermont became the first state to legalize the use 
of cannabis for non-medical purposes through an act of 
the state legislature, without the issues first being approved 
by popular vote. Since July 2018, persons aged 21 and 
older are allowed to possess up to 1 ounce of cannabis 
(28.3 g) and two mature and four immature plants. 
However, the legislation does not create a framework for 
the production, distribution and sale of the drug. The 
Governor’s Marijuana Advisory Commission was directed 
to prepare a study on the implementation of a legal  
market in which cannabis is taxed and regulated, which 
is to be presented in December 2018.

472. In May 2018, the Legislature of the State of Maine 
overrode the Governor’s veto of April 2018 on the Act to 
Implement a Regulatory Structure for Adult-Use 
Marijuana. The Act facilitates the development and 
administration of a regulated market in Maine and the 
regulation of personal use and home cultivation for non-
medical purposes. While possession for personal use of 
2.5 ounces (71 g) of cannabis and growing three mature 
plants became legal in January 2017 in Maine, there was 
a moratorium in effect on the implementation of parts of 
the state law related to retail sales and taxation.

473. Following a vote in November 2016 to legalize the 
non-medical use of cannabis, the State of Massachusetts 
established the Cannabis Control Commission, mandated 
to draft related regulations. The approved Adult-Use 
Cannabis Regulations entered into force in March 2018. 
The final regulations include nine licence categories for 
cannabis establishments: cultivator, craft marijuana coop-
erative, microbusiness, product manufacturer, independ-
ent testing laboratory, storefront retailer, third-party 
transporter, existing licensee transporter, and research 
facility.

474. In February 2018, the New Hampshire House of 
Representatives voted in favour of Bill 656, on legalizing 
and regulating the use of cannabis for non-medical pur-
poses; however, the Bill was referred for interim study on 
the potential impact of the legislation in the State.

475. The Board wishes to reiterate that article 4 (c) of 
the 1961 Convention restricts the use of controlled  
narcotic drugs to medical and scientific purposes and 
that measures providing for non-medical use are in  
contravention of that Convention.

476. Statistics Canada conducted a survey of the coun-
try’s licensed cannabis producers under the Access to 
Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulations in the fourth 
quarter of 2017 and in early 2018. Revenue from the sale 
of cannabis products was approximately $190 million in 

2016 and expenses were approximately $230 million. The 
55 producers licensed at the time of the study reported 
that 8.7 ha of cultivation area were in active use in 2016 
and about 10 times that amount (85.7 ha) were available 
for future production. Those producers were intending to 
invest approximately $600 million in new structures, land, 
equipment and inventories in 2017, roughly doubling 
their stock of capital compared with the end of 2016. As 
of July 2018, 114 producers had been licensed by Health 
Canada to produce and sell dried cannabis, fresh canna-
bis and cannabis oil to the public or starting materials to 
eligible persons. 

477. According to Statistics Canada, cannabis prices 
remained unchanged in the first two quarters of 2018. 
The average price in the second quarter was $5.18 per 
gram, down slightly from the first quarter ($5.21 per 
gram). In 2018, the average price for cannabis was $5.20 
per gram, down 25 per cent from 2012, when it was $6.98 
per gram. The highest prices for cannabis in the first six 
months of 2018 were in the three territories (Northwest 
Territories, Yukon and Nunavut) and in Ontario.

478. On 25 June 2018, the Food and Drug Administration 
of the United States approved a CBD oral solution for the 
treatment of seizures associated with two rare and severe 
forms of epilepsy, Lennox-Gastaut and Dravet syndromes, 
in patients aged 2 years and older. This is the first drug 
approved by the Administration that contains a purified 
drug substance derived from cannabis.

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

479. In the fiscal year 2017/18, the Canadian Border 
Services Agency seized a total of almost 500 kg of can-
nabis, 3 tons of cocaine, 190 kg of heroin and 15 kg of 
fentanyl. During the same period, the United States 
Customs and Border Control agency seized more than 
970 tons of narcotics, including over 680 kg of fentanyl.

480. In 2017, Mexico reported seizures of 400 tons of 
cannabis herb, 34,600 cannabis plants, 321 kg of heroin 
and almost 12 tons of cocaine. Seizures of cocaine and 
cannabis represented a decrease of 8 per cent and 56 per 
cent, respectively, compared with the quantities seized in 
2016.

481. In Mexico, 28,830 ha of opium poppy were  
eradicated in 2017, an increase of 28 per cent over 2016 



Chapter III. analysIs of the world sItuatIon  63

(22,437 ha). With regard to cannabis, 4,193.34 ha were 
eradicated in 2017, which was 23 per cent less than in 
2016 (5,477 ha). The United States reported the eradica-
tion of 4,940,569 cannabis plants at 5,513 sites in 2016. 
While the United States continued to report the largest 
quantity of cannabis herb seized worldwide in 2016, fol-
lowed by Mexico, seizures were at their lowest level since 
2000 and 1995, respectively.

(b) Psychotropic substances

482. Methamphetamine is reportedly manufactured in 
Mexico in clandestine laboratories, with chemical precur-
sors trafficked mostly by sea. The Government of Mexico 
reported the discovery of 92 such laboratories and the sei-
zure of nearly 1.2 kg of amphetamine and over 10 tons of 
methamphetamine in 2017. In August 2018, the Secretariat 
of the Navy (SEMAR) dismantled a number of clandes-
tine laboratories and underground warehouses in various 
parts of Mexico, having seized methamphetamine and 
precursor chemicals weighing approximately 76 tons.

483. In 2016, over 87 tons of methamphetamine were 
seized in North America overall. According to the World 
Drug Report 2018, availability of methamphetamine in the 
region was reported to have increased between 2013 and 
2016; in 2016, the drug was reported to be the second 
greatest drug threat in the United States after heroin.75 

(c) Precursors

484. Reports of seizures of precursors from countries in 
the region came mainly from Mexico. Canada and the 
United States reported seizures of low amounts, the 
majority involving substances listed in Table II of the 
1988 Convention. An increasing number of non- scheduled 
chemicals are being reported, providing further evidence 
that access to internationally controlled precursors for the 
illicit manufacture of drugs has become more difficult, 
leading traffickers to source alternative or substitute 
chemicals to replace them. 

485. A detailed analysis of the situation with respect to 
the control of precursors and chemicals frequently used 
in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances in the region can be found in the report 
of the Board for 2018 on the implementation of article 12 
of the 1988 Convention. 

75 World Drug Report 2018: Analysis of Drug Markets. Opiates,  
Cocaine, Cannabis, Synthetic Drugs (United Nations publication, Sales 
No. E.18.XI.9 (Booklet 3), pp. 9 and 55.

(d)  Substances not under international 
control

486. In June 2018, Health Canada issued a notice on its 
proposal to add tramadol and its salts, isomers and deriv-
atives to schedule I of the Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act and the schedule of the Narcotic Control 
Regulations. Tramadol, an opioid analgesic used to treat 
moderate to moderately severe pain, has been marketed 
in Canada since 2005, and is available on prescription. In 
its notice, Health Canada stated that placing tramadol 
under national control would help to prevent its diver-
sion and protect the population from the health risks 
associated with unauthorized use, while maintaining its 
availability for legitimate medical and scientific use. 
Pharmacists would continue to be authorized to dispense 
tramadol to patients with a written prescription. 

487. According to the World Drug Report 2018, some 
opioid users in the United States have reported using 
kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) products for the self- 
management of withdrawal symptoms. Some 500 tons of 
kratom were seized during 2016, triple the amount of the 
previous year, suggesting an increase in use. In May 2018, 
the Food and Drug Administration of the United States 
issued warning letters to three marketers and distributors 
for illegally selling unapproved drug products containing 
kratom and making claims about their ability to help in 
the treatment of opioid addiction and withdrawal. 

5. Abuse and treatment

488. Following the adoption of the Cannabis Act in 
Canada, the Government announced a series of measures 
to monitor cannabis consumption before and after the 
legislative change to legalize and regulate cannabis use for 
non-medical purposes. To that end, Statistics Canada 
launched the National Cannabis Survey, to be undertaken 
quarterly throughout 2018. Based on data collected dur-
ing the second quarter of 2018, about 16 per cent of those 
aged 15 years and older (4.6 million people) reported 
some use of cannabis products for medical or non- 
medical use in the previous three months. The propor-
tion was similar to that reported in the first quarter. 
About 14 per cent of cannabis users with a driver’s licence 
reported driving within two hours of using cannabis.

489. During an address to the sixty-third regular ses-
sion of CICAD, a representative of CONADIC Mexico 
stressed the harmful effects that the legalization of canna-
bis for non-medical purposes could have on individuals 
and on society as a whole. Negative effects related to men-
tal and physical health, threats to public health and impact 
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on care service capacity were presented. Illicit drug use by 
persons aged 12 to 65 has significantly increased in 
Mexico, from 1.5 per cent in 2011 to 2.7 per cent in 2016. 
Illicit drug use by women aged 12 to 17 increased by  
175 per cent. According to the Ministry of Health,  
cannabis was the most used drug in that period, followed 
by cocaine. Consumption of amphetamine-type stimulants 
remained stable, as did lifetime use of heroin. 

490. In comparison, according to the results from the 
2016 National Survey on Drug Use and Health in the 
United States, approximately 28.6 million people aged 12 
and above (10.6 per cent of that population group) were 
current drug users in 2016. Overall, the percentage was 
higher in 2016 than the percentages from 2002 to 2015. 
With regard to specific substances, cannabis was the drug 
that was most commonly illicitly used, followed by mis-
used prescription opioids. Although cannabis use 
increased among persons aged 18 and above, use among 
adolescents aged 12 to 17 was lower in 2016 than in most 
years from 2009 to 2014, and similar to that in 2015. In 
contrast, the percentages of people aged 12 and above 
have shown little change since 2007 for current use of 
cocaine and since 2014 for heroin. 

491. In November 2017, the Council of Economic 
Advisers, an agency within the Executive Office of the 
President of the United States, published a report on the 
underestimated cost of the opioid crisis in the country. 
The Council estimated that, in 2015, the economic cost 
of the opioid crisis had been $504 billion, or 2.8 per cent 
of gross domestic product that year. The estimation 
included economic evaluations related to fatalities and the 
non-fatal costs of misuse, as well as underreported over-
dose fatalities, and took into account prescription opioids 
and illicitly produced opioids, including heroin. It was the 
first such report issued by the Council and it was aimed 
at providing policymakers with economic analysis to 
review and assess potential policy options. 

492. The Centres for Disease Control and Prevention 
reported that, between July 2016 and September 2017, 
visits to the emergency department in hospitals by those 
aged 11 and above as a result of opioid overdoses 
increased 29.7 per cent overall, and 34.5 per cent in 16 
states with a high prevalence of overdose mortality. 
Significant increases were found in the States of Wisconsin 
(109 per cent), Delaware (105 per cent) and North 
Carolina (31 per cent). A decrease of 15 per cent was 
noted in Kentucky. Substantial increases were seen among 
men and women and in all age groups. 

493. There are currently three approved medication-
assisted treatments for opioid use disorders in the United 

States, namely, methadone, buprenorphine and naltrex-
one. To encourage and support the development of treat-
ment options for people with opioid use disorder, the 
Food and Drugs Administration released draft guidance 
in April 2018 focusing on ways that drug companies 
could more efficiently explore innovations in buprenor-
phine products.

494. The Drug Enforcement Administration amended 
its regulations to incorporate statutory and regulatory 
changes regarding the categories of practitioners who 
may, under certain conditions and on a temporary basis, 
dispense a narcotic drug in schedule III, IV, or V of the 
Controlled Substances Act for the purpose of mainte-
nance or detoxification treatment. Those changes entered 
into force in January 2018. Nurse practitioners and phy-
sician assistants can now become qualifying practitioners, 
which gives them the authority to prescribe and dispense 
buprenorphine from their offices. Prior to the enactment 
of the Drug Abuse Treatment Act of 2000, only physi-
cians could treat people with opioid dependence and had 
to register with the Administration as both physicians and 
operators of narcotic treatment programmes. Waiving 
that second registration prompted more physicians to 
offer treatment services. 

495. Similarly, the Government of Canada amended the 
Narcotic Control Regulations and the New Classes of 
Practitioners Regulations to remove restrictions on the 
prescription of diacetylmorphine (prescription-grade 
heroin) to allow doctors to prescribe and administer and 
nurse practitioners to administer the drug for opioid-
substitution purposes outside hospital settings under the 
special access programme of Health Canada. The amend-
ment also removed the obligation for practitioners to 
obtain an exemption from Health Canada before they 
could prescribe, sell, provide or administer methadone. 
The regulatory changes came into effect in May 2018. 

496. In Quebec, naloxone is available free of charge and 
without prescription at pharmacies and in some health-care 
settings. Similarly, free naloxone kits have been available in 
pharmacies in almost 15 cities in Ontario since March 2018. 
Furthermore, to address a lack of youth-focused treatment 
programmes, the British Columbia Centre on Substance Use 
developed new guidelines aimed at improving treatment for 
young people with opioid dependence. 

497. The Canadian Centre on Substance Use and 
Addiction and the Canadian Institute for Substance Use 
Research at the University of Victoria estimated that the 
overall cost of opioid use in Canada had been approxi-
mately $2.6 billion in 2014. In its 2018 budget, the 
Government of Canada committed more than  
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$175 million over five years to address the opioid crisis. 
That funding included $110 million for a cost-shared 
Emergency Treatment Fund. On 28 June 2018, the 
Government of Canada and the government of 
Newfoundland and Labrador signed a bilateral agreement 
under the Emergency Treatment Fund to improve access 
to opioid dependence treatment in the Province. 
Newfoundland and Labrador is the first province to sign 
a bilateral agreement under the Fund. 

498. Public health officials in the Provinces of Alberta 
and Manitoba have raised concerns about the significant 
rise in amphetamine and methamphetamine use. The 
number of people reporting crystalline methampheta-
mine use nearly tripled between 2014 and 2018 in Alberta, 
and the number of confirmed deaths resulting from fen-
tanyl that had methamphetamine listed as an additional 
substance doubled in 2017 compared with 2015. Reported 
past-year usage of amphetamine increased by 48 per cent 
among young people and 104 per cent among adults 
between the periods 2014–2015 and 2016–2017. The 
number of monthly emergency room visits for which 
amphetamine and methamphetamine were reported as 
the cause of admission also increased in the province, 
from 10 visits in January 2013 to 180 visits in December 
2017, representing an increase of 1,700 per cent.

499. Following an amendment to the Canadian 
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act in May 2017, the 
number of conditions that applications for supervised 
“drug consumption rooms” must meet decreased from 26 
to 5, and the number of such rooms in the country 
expanded. In 2018 alone, 18 additional rooms were 
approved and went into operation in Alberta, British 
Columbia, Ontario and Quebec. On 2 April 2018, Royal 
Alexandra hospital in Edmonton, Alberta, opened the 
first hospital-based supervised “drug consumption room” 
in North America. 

500. Pilot study results from on-site testing conducted 
in November 2017 at two supervised “drug consumption 
rooms” in Vancouver found that only 19 per cent of sub-
stances purchased as opioids contained the expected sub-
stance and that 88 per cent contained fentanyl. The 
Minister of Health announced that Health Canada would 
authorize additional drug-checking services at such 
rooms. New programmes would use on-site technologies, 
and partnerships would be developed between front-line 
agencies and laboratories for off-site analysis. 

501. As part of its overdose prevention strategy, imple-
mented by the Mayor’s task force, in January 2018, the 
city of Philadelphia announced its intent to open one or 
more comprehensive user engagement sites, also known 

as supervised “drug consumption rooms”. The facilities 
would be funded, built and run by Philadelphia community-
based organizations. The Mayor of Philadelphia recalled 
that the city’s fatal overdose rate was the worst among 
large cities in the United States and that the comprehen-
sive user engagement sites were part of a broader strat-
egy to address the opioid crisis and a recommended 
action from the Mayor’s Task Force to Combat the Opioid 
Epidemic in Philadelphia. Other major cities in the 
United States, including Denver, New York, San Francisco 
and Seattle, are reported to also be considering opening 
such sites.

502. The Board wishes to remind Governments that, 
in order for the operation of supervised injection sites 
to be consistent with the international drug control  
conventions, certain objectives must be advanced. The 
objective of such sites should be to reduce the adverse 
consequences of drug abuse through the provision of or 
active referral to treatment and rehabilitation services 
and social reintegration measures. Supervised injection 
sites should not replace demand reduction programmes, 
particularly prevention and treatment activities. While 
recognizing that such sites may reduce the adverse  
consequences of drug abuse through treatment, rehabil-
itation and reintegration, due consideration must be 
given to preventing inadvertent encouragement of drug 
abuse and to preventing drug trafficking in and around 
the sites.

503. The Government of Mexico has been promoting a 
series of measures to expedite and ensure the availability 
of controlled substances for pain management. As part of 
the National Strategy for Pain Control and Palliative Care, 
a rapid action group was created, which facilitates the 
issuance of special prescriptions that guarantee patients 
the availability of controlled medicines. Furthermore, the 
Federal Ministry of Health of Mexico, together with the 
Federal Commission for Protection against Health Risks 
(COFEPRIS), the Mexico Foundation for Health 
(FUNSALUD) and the Secretary of Health of Mexico 
launched a project on access to controlled substances for 
medical purposes, in cooperation with UNODC. The aim 
of the project is to contribute to the design of an  
evidence-based plan to strengthen national and state-level 
efforts to improve the availability of pain medication 
through collecting information from each of the pain 
clinics, palliative care units and in-hospital and private 
pharmacies in Mexico City. 

504. The Food and Drug Administration of the United 
States established a new drug shortages task force to 
implement long-term solutions to prevent shortages of 
opioids and other required medication in hospitals in the 
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United States. According to the 2017 annual report to 
Congress on drug shortages, the drugs in question 
included injectable opioid analgesics (pain medications), 
hydromorphone, morphine and fentanyl. 

505. In January 2018, the Food and Drug Administration 
finalized and published a draft opioid analgesic risk eval-
uation and mitigation strategy education blueprint for 
health-care providers involved in the treatment and moni-
toring of patients with pain. It modified the 2012 strat-
egy and included all immediate-release opioids used in 
outpatient settings. The blueprint is aimed at educating 
health-care providers on safe opioid practices, as well as 
on current federal and state regulations, national guide-
lines and professional organization and medical society 
guidelines on treating pain and prescribing opioids.

506. In addition to the measures described above,  
public health and law enforcement authorities continued 
their efforts to dispose of prescription drugs that are no 
longer needed in order to prevent their diversion and 
illicit use. During its sixteenth National Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day, on 27 October 2018, nearly 460 tons of 
potentially dangerous expired, unused and unwanted  
prescription drugs were collected by the Drug Enforcement 
Administration at almost 6,000 sites across the United 
States that had been set up together with a record-setting 
amount of local, state and federal partners. The largest 
quantities were collected in California, Texas and 
Wisconsin. Similar initiatives are also organized in 
Canada.

South America 

1. Major developments

507. In South America, illicit cocaine manufacture 
increased, impacting the European market, where evi-
dence of increased availability and use is a cause for con-
cern. In Colombia, both illicit coca bush cultivation and 
cocaine manufacture increased in 2017, by 17 per cent 
and 31 per cent, respectively, reaching an all-time high. 
In the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the area under coca 
cultivation increased by 6 per cent in 2017, compared 
with 2016, according to the UNODC/Government of 
Bolivia coca cultivation survey for 2017. 

508. Most cocaine continued to be trafficked from the 
Andean countries, in particular from Colombia, to the 
main consumer markets in North America and Europe, 

according to seizure data. Cocaine shipments intercepted 
in South America were mainly destined for the United 
States. 

509. In order to address this development, in March 
2018, the Governments of Colombia and the United States 
agreed to formulate a five-year plan to reduce illicit crop 
cultivation by 50 per cent by 2023 in relation to the level 
of illicit coca bush cultivation in 2018. In that connection, 
on 14 June 2018, the Minister of Defence of Colombia 
presented a white paper on the eradication of illicit crops 
in Colombia, which contained a five-year plan for the 
period 2018–2023; the main objective of the plan is to 
reverse the trend of the increase in crops since 2013. In 
addition, the plan is intended to ensure the continuity of 
current efforts aimed at eradication and interdiction and 
strengthening cooperation with the United States.

510. On 4 May 2018, the Minister of Government of 
the Plurinational State of Bolivia inaugurated the Regional 
Anti-Narcotics Intelligence Centre (CERIAN), which is 
intended to coordinate actions against drug trafficking 
among its five bordering countries, Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile, Paraguay and Peru. The Centre is expected to ena-
ble countries of the region to process information on the 
modus operandi, composition and operation of criminal 
organizations in port, airport and land movements, and 
implement joint coordinated efforts.

511. In 2018, Paraguay and Peru took steps towards 
legalizing the use of cannabis and its derivatives for medi-
cal purposes.

2. Regional cooperation

512. In 2017, countries in South America strengthened 
their cooperation efforts at the bilateral, regional and 
interregional levels to better address the challenges posed 
by illicit drugs. Countries in the region continued to 
exchange information and experiences on technological 
and operational aspects and to engage in policy dialogue. 
Discussions in the region addressed trends in relation to 
new psychoactive substances, women and drug policy, 
new legislative approaches and alternative development, 
among others. With regard to capacity-building, govern-
ment officials attended specialized training events and 
workshops on the topics of precursor chemicals, new psy-
choactive substances and early warning systems, property 
confiscation and financial crimes. In addition, 
Governments worked to coordinate action along com-
mon borders, including by creating the above-mentioned 
Regional Anti-Narcotics Intelligence Centre in the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia. 
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513. Under the auspices of the second phase of the 
Cooperation Programme between Latin America, the 
Caribbean and the European Union on Drugs Policies II 
(COPOLAD II), the second Annual Meeting of National 
Drugs Observatories was held in Lisbon from 13 to 17 
November 2017, with the participation of representatives 
of national drug observatories from 32 countries in the 
Latin American and Caribbean region. COPOLAD, a 
cooperation programme implemented jointly by CELAC 
and the European Union, pursues its objectives through 
four components: (a) consolidation of national drug 
observatories through the provision of technical assis-
tance; (b) strengthening capacities in demand reduction; 
(c) strengthening capacities in supply reduction; and (d) 
supporting the policy dialogue and consolidation of the 
European Union-CELAC Coordination and Cooperation 
Mechanism on Drugs. The meeting was attended by rep-
resentatives of authorities from 18 countries in Latin 
America, 14 countries in the Caribbean and 6 European 
Union member States, with the objectives of analysing the 
role of the national drugs observatories in shaping pub-
lic policy and improving the dissemination of good prac-
tices. The meeting included training on early warning 
systems and the production of national reports on drugs.

514. Within the framework of efforts to strengthen 
international cooperation in the fight against drug traf-
ficking, the fifth meeting of the Argentina-Paraguay Joint 
Commission on the Prevention of the Illegal Use of and 
Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances was held in Buenos Aires from 31 October to 
1 November 2017. The meeting agenda was focused on 
the control of precursor chemicals, strategies for reduc-
ing the supply of narcotic drugs and combating organ-
ized crime involving drug trafficking and related crimes 
in the border areas. The promotion of joint training and 
operations and the exchange of information were among 
the issues discussed. 

515. The Peruvian National Commission for 
Development and Life without Drugs (DEVIDA) and the 
German Agency for International Cooperation (GIZ) 
organized the third Forum for Intra-regional Dialogue on 
Alternative Development, held in Lima from 27 February 
to 1 March 2018. At the Forum, national authorities from 
seven countries of Latin America and the Caribbean and 
representatives from CICAD and UNODC exchanged 
experiences and lessons learned in implementing their 
respective alternative development programmes, with a 
focus on value chains and the marketing of products.

516. In March 2018, Colombian experts in the areas of 
property confiscation, money-laundering and financial 
crimes delivered a specialized workshop in the 

Plurinational State of Bolivia. Aimed at supporting and 
enhancing the implementation of confiscation of assets 
seized in drug trafficking cases, the workshop bolstered 
effective regional cooperation. The workshop was attended 
by officials from the Ministry of the Interior, including 
its Directorate of Social Defence, Directorate of Controlled 
Substances and Directorate for the Registry, Control and 
Administration of Seized Assets, the judiciary, the Office 
of the Attorney General, the Special Force to Combat 
Drug Trafficking (FELCN) and the Financial Investigations 
Unit, as well as by officials from INTERPOL and police 
attachés from Brazil, Colombia and Peru.

517. On 11 June 2018, the National Health Surveillance 
Agency of Brazil (ANVISA) hosted the second regional 
meeting on new psychoactive substances in the western 
hemisphere, which was attended by experts in the fields 
of forensic science, public health and law enforcement 
from more than 20 countries. The participants, from 
regional and international organizations, including 
EMCDDA, INTERPOL, WHO, CICAD, WCO and the 
WCO Regional Intelligence Liaison Office for Asia and 
the Pacific, addressed, among other topics, trends in rela-
tion to new psychoactive substances, the detection and 
identification of substances, new legislative approaches 
and early warning systems. 

518. From 13 to 15 June 2018, a workshop on regional 
coordination of land borders was held in the Plurinational 
State of Bolivia. Officials from Argentina, Brazil, Chile 
and Paraguay also took part. The workshop, developed 
within the framework of cooperation with the European 
Union and in support of the Bolivian strategy to counter 
drug trafficking, was aimed at strengthening the work of 
the National Border Directorate of the Plurinational State 
of Bolivia (Dinafron), the agency responsible for respond-
ing to cross-border crimes and drug trafficking. The out-
comes of the workshop included proposals to collaborate 
on a system of regional operational cooperation, improve 
border information exchanges and facilitate joint actions 
in border control. In addition, the Government of the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia expressed its intention to 
strengthen the organizational and structural aspects of 
the work of Dinafron. Dinafron was established on 20 
June 2017 and started operating on 4 October 2017. 

519. At the third Annual Conference of COPOLAD II, 
held in Sofia, policymakers from the European Union and 
CELAC working in the area of drugs held a discussion 
on the theme of the conference, namely, “Women and 
drugs policy: progress and challenges in the implemen-
tation of the gender approach and the empowerment of 
women as a cross-cutting matter”. At the conference, 
which was held on 19 and 20 June 2018, participants 
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explored the inclusion of the gender perspective and the 
empowerment of women as indispensable elements in the 
design and implementation of public policies, an effort 
that continues to pose challenges in the field of drugs. 
The conference, organized by the International and Ibero-
American Foundation for Administration and Public 
Policy (FIIAPP), along with the Government Delegation 
for the National Plan on Drugs  of Spain, served as a  
biregional cooperation framework for discussing the need 
to include the gender perspective in drug policies and to 
agree on cooperative action. 

520. At the sixth meeting of the Bolivia (Plurinational 
State of)-Peru Joint Commission on Drug Control, held 
in Lima on 26 and 27 June 2018, the two Governments 
agreed to strengthen joint actions to combat drug traf-
ficking along their common border and intensify the 
exchange of information on criminal organizations 
involved in drug trafficking, with a focus on actions 
addressing air traffic. 

3.  National legislation, policy and 
action

521. In recent years, several countries in the region have 
taken steps towards the legalization of cannabis for medi-
cal purposes. During the period under review, the 
Governments of Paraguay and Peru adopted legislation 
permitting the medical use of cannabis; the Governments 
of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia and Uruguay had 
already permitted the medical use of cannabis through 
legislation or juridical decisions. 

522. Through its Ministerial Resolution No. 435-2018/
MINSA of 14 May 2018, the Ministry of Health of Peru 
published draft regulations aimed at implementing Law 
No. 30681, which regulates the medical and therapeutic 
use of cannabis and its derivatives. The draft regulations 
were opened for public consultation for a period of 90 
days. They contain provisions on regulating aspects of the 
research, production, import and sale of cannabis and its 
derivatives intended solely for medical and therapeutic 
purposes, in accordance with the provisions of  
Law No. 30681. They set out provisions on competent 
control authorities; types of licences, including those for 
scientific research, production, import and/or trading; 
medical prescription; and purchase, warehousing, cus-
tody, distribution, and control of derivatives and end 
products of cannabis. They also call for the creation of a 
national registry of patients who use cannabis and its 
derivatives for medical or therapeutic purposes, as well 
as national registries of natural and legal entities in rela-
tion to import and/or trade, institutions authorized to 

conduct research on cannabis and derivatives, and public 
entities and laboratories registered and certified for  
production. Furthermore, the draft regulations contain a 
series of measures to be undertaken by the authorities to 
monitor activities and aspects relating to the cultivation 
of cannabis plants and parts thereof, including seeds, for 
medical and therapeutic purposes. Those measures cover 
planting, handling, harvesting, post-harvest processes, 
extracting derivatives, manufacturing, packaging and the 
final products, among others. As of September 2018, the 
process of gathering opinions and contributions with a 
view to adopting a consolidated regulation was still 
ongoing.

523. On 9 January 2018, the President of Paraguay 
enacted a law to regulate the legal framework governing 
the production and use of cannabis and its derivatives for 
medical and scientific purposes. The law establishes the 
National Programme for Medical and Scientific Research 
on the Medical Use of the Cannabis Plant and Its 
Derivatives (PROINCUMEC) and provides for the pro-
motion of medical and scientific research on the medical 
and therapeutic use of cannabis for the treatment of 
human diseases and conditions. Under the law, the 
National Anti-Drug Secretariat of Paraguay (SENAD) is 
responsible for overseeing all cultivation and production 
of cannabis, as well as imports of cannabis plants and 
seeds, and the National Plant and Seed Quality and 
Health Service (SENAVE) is responsible for authorizing 
the trade in cannabis products and determining which 
seeds are appropriate for cultivating medical cannabis 
crops. Decree No. 9303 of 6 August 2018 establishes the 
National Agency for the Monitoring of Health (DNVS), 
under the Ministry of Health, as the authority responsi-
ble for the administration and implementation of 
PROINCUMEC, including the granting of a maximum of 
five licences for the production and industrialization of 
cannabis, in line with the law, to national private labora-
tories, the establishment of medical conditions approved 
for the purposes of implementing the law, and the estab-
lishment of the geographical zones within the Central 
Department in which licences for production and indus-
trialization may be authorized. In addition, the Decree 
establishes the requirements for the registration in the 
national register of users of products derived from can-
nabis, restricting it to patients in treatment, including 
those participating in a research protocol.

524. In Colombia, the legal framework provides for the 
issuance of four types of licences for medical cannabis 
and its derivatives, depending on the kind of activity 
involving cannabis. As at 19 July 2018, the Government 
of Colombia had issued a total of 162 licences. Of those, 
the Ministry of Justice had issued 9 licences for the use 
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of cannabis seeds for planting, 45 licences for the culti-
vation of psychoactive cannabis plants and 60 licences for 
the cultivation of non-psychoactive cannabis plants, and 
the Ministry of Health had issued 48 licences for the man-
ufacture of cannabis derivatives.

525. In Uruguay, in accordance with Law No. 19172, 
the planting, growing, harvesting and marketing of can-
nabis in the country must be authorized by the Institute 
for the Regulation and Control of Cannabis (IRCCA), 
which is also the authority responsible for issuing licences 
for the production, processing, collection, distribution 
and sale of industrial and psychoactive cannabis. 
Furthermore, under Decree No. 120/014, there are three 
mutually exclusive methods for obtaining psychoactive 
cannabis for non-medical use: purchase in pharmacies; 
home cultivation; and membership of clubs. In accord-
ance with the regulations, it is only possible to use one 
of these three methods, and the limit for personal use is 
set at a maximum of 40 g per month. Thus, adults may 
purchase up to 10 g per week at pharmacies upon con-
firmation of their identity, or they may grow up to six 
flowering female cannabis plants per household for their 
own consumption, provided that they register the plants 
with the authorities in advance and the total annual pro-
duction does not exceed 480 g. Alternatively, adults may 
join so-called “cannabis clubs”. The clubs, which must be 
registered with IRCCA, may plant up to 99 plants per 
club and have between 15 and 45 members. The clubs are 
allowed to collectivize the cultivation, production and use 
of cannabis among their members, but cannot dispense 
more than 480 g of the drug per member per year. As 
regards the varieties of cannabis products and content 
limits, Uruguayan law allows citizens and permanent res-
idents of Uruguay to purchase cannabis products with a 
THC content of up to 9 per cent and a minimum CBD 
content of 3 per cent. As at 4 October 2018, 28,470 per-
sons had registered as purchasers at pharmacies, 6,819 
persons had registered as home-growers and 107 clubs 
were operating.

526. On 26 June 2018, the Government of Paraguay pre-
sented its National Policy on Drugs for the period 2017–
2022. It contains policy and strategic guidelines and an 
action plan for the reduction of demand and supply.  
It was approved by Decree No. 7979 of 30 October 2017.

527. On 24 May 2018, the National Secretariat for the 
Administration of Seized and Commissioned Property 
(SENABICO) and the Supreme Court of Paraguay signed 
a cooperation agreement to establish the procedures for 
the reception, identification, valuation, inventory, regis-
tration, maintenance, preservation and disposal of seized 
goods. On 28 May 2018, SENABICO held a training 

course jointly with UNODC on seizure and confiscation 
at the Office of the Public Prosecutor. The course was 
aimed at improving the results obtained in efforts to seize 
goods derived from organized crime. 

528. As a key element in support of the implementation 
of the final agreement on the termination of the conflict 
and the building of a stable and durable peace in the 
country, in February 2018, the Government of Colombia 
acted to regulate its crop substitution programme through 
Decree No. 362, thus enabling the consolidation of actions 
by the National Comprehensive Programme for the 
Voluntary Substitution of Illicit Crops. The Programme 
was established through Decree No. 896 of 2017, which 
provides the legal basis for the reduction in illicit crops, 
facilitates inter-institutional coordination and provides 
for financial and technical support for small-scale farm-
ers. According to the authorities, 54,027 families had been 
enrolled in the Programme in 2017. By June 2018, the 
number of families enrolled had increased to 77,659.

529. In July 2018, the Government of Argentina adopted 
Decree No. 683/2018, which enables the armed forces to 
participate in and support strategic activities, such as 
those carried out in close proximity to international bor-
ders, including in relation to strategic objectives of 
national defence. In particular, the Decree enables the 
armed forces to provide support to drug control opera-
tions and other security interests within the national  
territory from which they were previously precluded. 

530. On 19 June 2018, the Government of Peru adopted 
Law No. 30796, amending Legislative Decree No. 1241. 
The Law is aimed at strengthening efforts to counter drug 
trafficking, and in particular enables the country’s armed 
forces, in compliance with their constitutionally estab-
lished function of guaranteeing the independence, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of Peru, to carry out 
terrestrial, aquatic and aerial interdiction actions against 
drug traffickers in areas declared to be in a state of emer-
gency. The Law states that the army is to collaborate with 
the national police during the execution of police inter-
diction operations involving drug trafficking, at the 
request of the police and when the circumstances exceed 
the operational capacity of the police. 

531. Through its Executive Decree No. 376 of 23 April 
2018, Ecuador dissolved the Technical Secretariat for 
Comprehensive Drug Prevention (SETED), transferring 
responsibility for regulating, coordinating, articulating, 
facilitating and monitoring the implementation of cross-
sectoral processes to prevent drug trafficking and con-
sumption to the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of 
Interior.
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532. The Government of Guyana, supported by the 
Inter-American Development Bank, initiated a project to 
support its criminal justice system. The project is intended 
to reduce the number of pretrial detentions of prisoners 
accused of minor, non-violent offences by promoting the 
use of restorative justice and alternative sentencing.

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

533. The Government of Argentina reported the seizure 
of 174.95 tons of cannabis herb and 22,330 cannabis 
plants in 2017. The authorities reported the seizure of 
almost 9 kg of heroin and 15.79 tons of cocaine (salts and 
base paste) in the same year.

534. As stated in the coca survey for the Plurinational 
State of Bolivia for 2017, published by the Government 
of the Plurinational State of Bolivia and UNODC in 
August 2018, the area under coca bush cultivation in the 
country increased from 23,100 ha in 2016 to 24,500 ha 
in 2017, representing an increase of 1,400 ha, or 6 per 
cent. According to the survey, the regions of Yungas de 
La Paz, Trópico de Cochabamba and the north of the 
Department of La Paz represented 65, 34 and 1 per cent, 
respectively, of the area under cultivation in the country 
in 2017. In comparison with 2016, the first two regions 
reported an increase of 200 ha and 1,200 ha, respectively, 
while the third region reported a decrease of 20 ha.

535. In the estimates submitted to the Board by the 
Government of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, it was 
projected that, in 2018, an area of 17,160 ha would be 
cultivated with coca bush destined for use under the pro-
visions of the reservation entered in respect of the 1961 
Convention. The General Law on Coca (Law No. 906) 
established that an area of up to 22,000 ha may be devoted 
to the cultivation of coca bush destined for the purposes 
envisaged in that reservation. The Board reiterates the 
concern expressed in its annual report for 201776 about 
the decision of the Government of the Plurinational State 
of Bolivia to nearly double, in relation to the 12,000 ha 
that had been set under Law No. 1008, the area permit-
ted for cultivating coca leaf for the purposes set out in 
the reservation.

536. In January 2018, the Government of the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia reported 533 acts of 
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incineration or destruction of illegal drugs seized during 
2017 by FELCN and the Public Prosecution Service. In 
2017, a total of 36,321 kg of drugs were seized jointly by 
FELCN and the Public Prosecution Service, as follows: 
13,745 kg of cocaine base paste, 3,884 kg of cocaine 
hydrochloride and 18,692 kg of cannabis. On 23 July 
2018, the report for the first half of 2018 on the destruc-
tion or incineration of seized illegal drugs in the 
Plurinational State of Bolivia was presented by UNODC. 
According to the report, FELCN and the Public 
Prosecution Service carried out 287 acts of incineration 
or destruction of controlled substances from January to 
June 2018, representing an increase of 8 per cent com-
pared with the same period in 2017, when 266 such acts 
were carried out.

537. The Government of the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia also reported that seizures of coca leaf had 
increased by 5 per cent, from 353 tons in 2016 to 370 tons 
in 2017. The department where most coca leaf had been 
seized was La Paz, with 67 per cent of total seizures, fol-
lowed by Cochabamba, with 20 per cent. 

538. On 23 March 2018, the Government of Brazil 
reported the seizure in the Port of Santos of nearly 2 tons 
of cocaine hidden inside three containers of coffee, soy 
and sugar destined for export. According to the authori-
ties, it was the largest seizure of cocaine in the Port’s his-
tory and the sixth significant seizure in the Port in 2018. 
Santos was the second busiest port in South America in 
2017, as reported by the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

539. According to figures reported by the Amazon 
Military Command of the Brazilian Army, the Armed 
Forces of Brazil seized 6,674 kg of illicit drugs from 
January to May 2018 in the Amazon region, in the course 
of 170 operations. The operations were conducted in part-
nership with governmental agencies of the five States bor-
dering the Amazon region, namely, Bolivia (Plurinational 
State of), Colombia, Guyana, Peru and Venezuela 
(Bolivarian Republic of).

540. The Government of Chile reported the following 
seizures in the period from 1 November 2017 to 20 July 
2018: 6,842 kg of cocaine hydrochloride, 6,339 kg of free-
base cocaine, 14,830 kg of cannabis, 132,001 cannabis 
plants, 4,872 tablets of “ecstasy”, 2,530 g of “ecstasy”, 1,792 
units of NBOMe, 628 units of LSD, 21.5 litres of hydro-
chloric acid and 7.3 litres of sulphuric acid. Authorities 
in Chile reported that quantities of cocaine base paste 
seized between 1 January and 18 July 2018 had increased 
by 102.3 per cent relative to the same period in 2017, i.e., 
from 4,047 kg to 8,187 kg.
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541. Compared with 2016, in 2017, illicit coca bush cul-
tivation and cocaine production in Colombia increased 
by 17 per cent and 31 per cent, respectively. As stated in 
the UNODC World Drug Report 2018, in 2016, almost  
69 per cent of the total area under coca cultivation world-
wide was in Colombia. The area under illicit coca bush 
cultivation has been increasing constantly since 2013, 
from 48,000 ha in 2013 to 171,000 ha in 2017. Sixty-four 
per cent of the increased area was concentrated in the 
Departments of Antioquia, Putumayo, Norte de Santander 
and Cauca. Nariño continued to be the department with 
the largest coca cultivation area. As reported by the 
Ministry of National Defence of Colombia, 52,000 ha 
were eradicated in 2017. 

542. Although efforts to eradicate coca crops in 
Colombia were increased in 2017, the concomitant 
increase in cocaine production in the country, from 1,053 
metric tons in 2016 to 1,379 metric tons in 2017, appears 
to have resulted in the increased availability and use of 
cocaine in the United States. In March 2018, the 
Governments of the two countries agreed to develop a 
plan to reduce cultivation and production by half in rela-
tion to the levels estimated for 2018 over the next five 
years. For 2018, the outgoing Colombian authorities set 
as an objective the manual eradication of 70,000 ha of 
coca bush, to be reviewed in 2019. According to the 
Ministry of National Defence of Colombia, as at June 
2018, 42,000 ha had been replaced voluntarily with licit 
crops, of which 14,000 ha had been certified by UNODC 
as having been replaced. 

543. In 2017, cocaine seizures in Colombia increased by 
20 per cent, compared with 2016. On 26 June 2018, the 
outgoing President of Colombia announced that, after a 
series of pilot tests, the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection and the Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development had authorized the use of 
drones for the spraying of glyphosate at a concentration 
level 50 per cent lower than that used previously; aerial 
spraying of glyphosate on coca crops had been suspended 
since October 2015. According to the Presidential state-
ment, drones flying at low altitude were akin to the cur-
rent practice in which ground-based eradication crews 
sprayed glyphosate herbicide from tanks mounted on 
their backs.

544. The Ministry of National Defence of Colombia 
reported the seizure of 78.6 tons of cocaine between 
January and March 2018, 31 per cent less than the  
113.5 tons seized in the same period in 2017. Cannabis 
seizures decreased by 25 per cent, from 78.9 tons in the 
period from January to March 2017 to 59.4 tons in the 
same period in 2018. Heroin seizures increased by 30 per 

cent, from 100 kg in the period from January to March 
2017 to 130 kg in the same period in 2018.

545. According to data from the Drug Observatory of 
Colombia, in 2017, 435 tons of cocaine, 52 tons of cocaine 
base paste, 240 tons of cannabis and 521 kg of heroin 
were seized. In addition, 321 cocaine crystallization  
laboratories were dismantled.

546. Information provided by the national authorities 
of Ecuador indicated that 14,713 kg of cannabis herb,  
381 kg of heroin and 81,713 kg of cocaine salts had been 
seized in Ecuador in 2017. The Government of Ecuador 
reported that 100 per cent of the drugs seized had  
originated in Colombia. The cannabis herb had been  
destined for Ecuador (85 per cent), Chile (10 per cent) 
and Peru (5 per cent). A total of 80 per cent of the seized 
heroin had been destined for the United States. Compared 
with 2016, seizures of heroin had increased by 171 per 
cent in 2017, while seizures of cannabis had increased by 
18 per cent. 

547. Paraguay remains the main source of illicitly  
produced cannabis in South America. According to 
SENAD, 80 per cent of the illicitly produced cannabis is 
smuggled into Brazil and there is a constant flow of drugs 
to Argentina, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chile and 
Uruguay. The Government of Uruguay reported that, in 
2017, almost 100 per cent of the cannabis herb seized in 
the country had originated in Paraguay and had been 
trafficked overland through Argentina (53 per cent) and 
Brazil (46 per cent). The Plurinational State of Bolivia also 
reported that its territory continued to be used to traffic 
cannabis originating in Paraguay. SENAD reported the 
eradication of 1,456 ha of cannabis crops in 2017, 1,298 ha 
in 2016 and 1,995 ha in 2015, and an increase in  
cannabis seizures, from 276.379 tons in 2016 to  
1,070.9 tons in 2017.

548. On 2 February 2018, the Ministry of the Interior 
of Peru announced the eradication of almost 26,000 ha 
of illicit coca bush; almost 23,000 ha had been eradicated 
in 2017 and approximately 3,000 ha in January 2018. In 
the context of the annual plan for the reduction of the 
illegal coca growing area for 2017, which ended on 31 
January 2018, the Special Project for the Control and 
Reduction of Illegal Crops in Alto Huallaga (CORAH) of 
the National Police reported having met its eradication 
target for 2017 with the destruction of 25,784 ha of coca 
bush, equivalent to an estimated production of 
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approximately 238 tons of cocaine. During the operations, 
113 cocaine base paste laboratories were destroyed. 

549. CORAH reported the eradication of a further 
14,115 ha of illicit coca bush between 1 February and 24 
June 2018. According to the information provided by the 
Ministry of the Interior of Peru, 5,298 ha were eradicated 
in Tocache, 1,056 ha in Puerto Inca, 6,745 ha in Oxapampa 
and 1,015 ha in Padre Abad. In addition, 32 clandestine 
drug laboratories were destroyed in those same provinces. 
All the eradication efforts were carried out within the 
framework of the annual plan for the reduction of the 
illegal coca growing area for 2018, under the National 
Strategy to Combat Drugs.

550. The Government of the Plurinational State of 
Bolivia reported that its territory continued to be used 
for the transit of cocaine originating in Peru and that 
remote areas with difficult access in the east of the coun-
try were used for the establishment of clandestine cocaine 
crystallization laboratories.

551. The Government of Uruguay reported the seizure 
of 1,894 kg of cannabis herb and 1,926 cannabis plants, 
as well as 144 kg of cocaine and 32 kg of cocaine base 
paste, in 2017. The Government also reported that the 
cocaine seized in the country in 2017 had originated in 
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Colombia and Peru, had 
entered the country through Argentina and Brazil, and 
had been destined mainly for Uruguay (85.67 per cent) 
and, to a lesser extent, for Australia (3.48 per cent) and 
China (2.58 per cent). Furthermore, the trafficking in all 
illicit drugs had mostly been done by land (85 per cent) 
and by post (15 per cent). All of the heroin seized in 
Uruguay in 2017 had originated in the Netherlands.

(b) Psychotropic substances

552. In South America, synthetic drugs are typically not 
produced locally but rather are trafficked into the region 
from other parts of the world. According to the data on 
seizures, most of the synthetic drugs found in South 
America originate in Europe.

553. Governments in South America have issued pub-
lic warnings about drugs sold as LSD that may not always 
contain the expected psychoactive substance, thus repre-
senting an additional danger for users. In Colombia, there 
were three reported deaths associated with the consump-
tion of new psychoactive substances, according to reports 
from the National Institute of Legal Medicine. On 30 
December 2017, the Ministry of Justice of Colombia 

published crime laboratory findings on samples of drugs 
sold in four Colombian cities, finding that seven new psy-
choactive substances had been sold as LSD. As a result, 
the early warning system of the Drug Observatory of 
Colombia issued a warning in that regard.

554. A particular characteristic of the region is the com-
paratively high prevalence of use of hallucinogenic drugs, 
as evidenced in surveys of the general population and 
university students. A drug use survey conducted among 
university students in Bolivia (Plurinational State of), 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru published in November 
2017 showed a rise in the annual prevalence of LSD use 
in those countries. In South America, new psychoactive 
substances with hallucinogenic effects emerged on the 
markets for LSD and 4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyphenethyl-
amine (2C-B). 

555. All of the methamphetamines seized in Uruguay 
in 2017 originated in the Netherlands, having been traf-
ficked through France. It was reported that, in Uruguay, 
synthetic drugs were acquired through the Internet from 
producers in Europe, who dispatched the drugs through 
mail delivery services.

(c) Precursors

556. According to official data from the Government of 
the Plurinational State of Bolivia, the Departments of 
Santa Cruz and Cochabamba recorded the highest per-
centages of cocaine base paste seized nationwide in 2017, 
accounting for 43 per cent and 28 per cent of the total 
seized, respectively, followed by the Department of La Paz 
(8 per cent). The highest percentage of seizures of cocaine 
hydrochloride were made in Santa Cruz (46 per cent) and 
Beni (28 per cent).

557. In July 2018, the National Police of Colombia 
reported the seizure of 40 tons of controlled chemical 
substances destined for use in the production of 50 tons 
of cocaine hydrochloride. The seizure operation took 
place in the Departments of Putumayo and Caquetá and 
was carried out under the country’s comprehensive strat-
egy against drug trafficking.

558. A comprehensive review of the situation with 
respect to the control of precursors and chemicals fre-
quently used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in South America can be 
found in the report of the Board for 2018 on the imple-
mentation of article 12 of the 1988 Convention. 
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(d)  Substances not under international 
control

559. In December 2017, the Government of Argentina 
requested the scheduling of hydriodic acid, alpha-phenyl-
acetoacetamide (APAA) and PMK-glycidate under the 
1988 Convention. As indicated by the Government, the 
request responds to the need to establish more effective 
controls on these substances, given, in its view, their 
extensive use in the manufacture of some synthetic drugs. 
INCB has conducted a technical review of the request 
and has relayed its recommendation to the Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs for consideration at its sixty-second 
session, in March 2019. 

560. Analyses carried out by laboratories in Colombia 
of samples obtained in drug seizures by the national 
police confirmed the discovery of two new psychoactive 
substances, namely, AMB-FUBINACA and allylescaline. 
Allylescaline is a new psychedelic substance with effects 
similar to those caused by the consumption of substances 
such as “ecstasy”, including depressant effects on the  
central nervous system. 

561. In order to address the problem of new psycho-
active substances, DEVIDA commissioned the design of 
a national early warning system on new psychoactive sub-
stances. The system is expected to generate alerts on 
emerging drugs and new psychoactive substances in Peru 
and to periodically report them to the UNODC early 
warning advisory on new psychoactive substances.

5. Abuse and treatment

562. In January 2018, the Government of Ecuador pre-
sented its national plan on drug prevention. The plan is 
focused on children and adolescents and has four objec-
tives: (a) preventing the use and consumption of drugs; 
(b) providing comprehensive and cross-sectoral care for 
people with problematic consumption of drugs; (c) 
decreasing the supply of drugs intended for domestic con-
sumption; and (d) preventing the illicit production of 
drugs. It was developed with the participation of more 
than 1,500 social actors and involved the signing of more 
than 300 agreements with educational institutions, private 
treatment centres, institutes of art and culture, media out-
lets, sports clubs and federations, and driving schools, 
among others. Involving the participation of the police 
and other agencies, the plan is aimed at strengthening 
controls to prevent drugs from reaching stockpiling cen-
tres set up by drug traffickers in towns near the seaports 
and coastal areas. To contribute to the plan, the national 
police have developed different strategies to prevent the 

entry of drugs through the country’s borders. The plan 
was developed on the basis of a preventive approach as a 
social strategy aimed at assisting vulnerable groups, one 
in which the police are expected to actively participate, in 
addition to their responsibility for tackling the criminal 
organizations that supply drugs for local consumption and 
organize shipments of drugs to international markets.

563. The Ministry of Health of Guyana launched a sub-
stance abuse prevention programme on 30 May 2018. The 
programme is aimed at reducing the abuse and misuse of 
drugs by raising awareness of the harmful effects of such 
abuse and misuse among the school-aged population and 
other young people. 

564. The Demand Reduction Expert Group of CICAD 
held its nineteenth meeting in Santiago on 24 and 25 July 
2018 to address recommendations on drug use prevention 
and treatment. At the meeting, national experts in the area 
of drug demand reduction discussed the implementation 
of specific policies, with an emphasis on trauma treatment, 
prevention among adolescents at risk and social vulnera-
bility, and treatment outcome indicators. 

565. The Government of Uruguay reported that, in 
2017, 1,786 persons had received treatment for drug use 
disorders, of which 1,446 had received treatment for 
cocaine use. Other treatments for drug abuse disorders 
involved cannabis (316 persons) and, in far fewer cases, 
painkillers and LSD. As reported, in 2017, 75 per cent of 
the people receiving treatment for drug abuse were receiv-
ing it for the first time, and only 18 per cent of them were 
female.

566. During the first half of 2018, the UNODC support 
project on reduction of demand for illegal drugs in the 
Andean Community (PREDEM) launched two conclud-
ing activities, one that was technical in nature and one 
involving decision makers, aimed at establishing activi-
ties to ensure the future sustainability of the project. As 
a result, officials of the prevention programme Strong 
Families (Familias Fuertes) and the international network 
of drug dependence treatment and rehabilitation resource 
centres (Treatnet) agreed to continue to train profession-
als in the development of activities focused on demand 
reduction in the Andean countries. Although the 
PREDEM project ended in June 2018, the Andean coun-
tries of Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Colombia, 
Ecuador, and Peru committed to continuing its activities, 
under the leadership of Ecuador as of July 2018.
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C. Asia 

East and South-East Asia

1. Major developments

567. The illicit production of opium in the Golden 
Triangle seems to have reduced over the reporting period, 
as has trafficking in the substance from the Golden 
Triangle to other parts of East and South-East Asia. In 
particular, the total area under illicit opium poppy culti-
vation in Myanmar decreased from 55,500 ha in 2015 to 
41,000 ha in 2017, the first considerable reduction since 
2012. The amount of heroin and morphine originating in 
the Golden Triangle that was seized in the region also 
went down. Such developments, together with declining 
opium prices and the diminishing popularity of heroin as 
a drug of abuse, all signify the shrinking dominance of 
opium in the region. 

568. The unprecedented amount of methamphetamine 
seized in some countries in East and South-East Asia in 
2017 and 2018 suggests the further expansion of the illicit 
manufacture of and trafficking in the drug in the region. 
Exploiting the ongoing insecurity in some countries and 
better transport links within the region, transnational 
organized criminal groups have extended their control 
over the illicit manufacture of and trafficking in metham-
phetamine. The situation is particularly alarming and 
worrisome given the already huge and growing popular-
ity of methamphetamine as a drug of abuse.

569. The shift from opium to synthetic drugs, especially 
methamphetamine, within the region poses serious chal-
lenges to the effectiveness of law enforcement policies and 
practices and raises considerable public health concerns. 
The relative ease of relocating illicit manufacturing facil-
ities, coupled with more diversified trafficking routes 
(made feasible by greater regional integration), has height-
ened the need for multilateral cooperation and effective 
border control. Similarly, greater effort is required at the 
regional level to systematically assess and monitor the 
abuse of synthetic drugs, so as to facilitate the provision 
of relevant treatment programmes. 

2. Regional cooperation

570. The Forty-first Meeting of Heads of National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agencies, Asia and the Pacific, was held 
in Bangkok from 27 to 30 November 2017. Officials from 
law enforcement and public security agencies and repre-
sentatives of relevant international organizations assessed 

the latest drug situation, discussed related strategic and 
operational responses, and considered the progress made 
in implementing the recommendations contained in the 
outcome document of the special session of the General 
Assembly on the world drug problem held in 2016.

571. As closer economic integration among ASEAN 
countries accelerates, transnational organized criminal 
groups are further expanding their illicit activities, taking 
advantage of better infrastructure and transport links 
within the region, while exploiting vulnerable borders. 
Jointly organized by the Government of Thailand and 
UNODC, a high-level conference was held in May 2018 
to discuss major cross-border challenges and identify 
practical solutions for strengthening border management 
capacities. About 200 senior government officials and rep-
resentatives from various international organizations 
attended the meeting. 

572. Together with representatives of UNODC, senior 
drug policy officials from the six countries in the Greater 
Mekong subregion (Cambodia, China, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam) 
met in Myanmar in May 2018 to discuss the latest illicit 
drug situation, review the implementation of the most 
recent Mekong strategy and negotiate a new strategic 
plan. Serving as a platform for senior management to 
share their priorities and concerns, the conference was 
instrumental in the harmonization of standard operating 
procedures for law enforcement operations and in the 
translation of standards into community-based drug 
treatment among participating countries. 

573. The first meeting of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary 
Assembly Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs was 
held in Singapore on 19 and 20 June 2018. Delegates from 
the 10 ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly member 
States (Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam) exchanged 
information on their national situations and discussed 
strategies to support the commitment of ASEAN to a 
drug-free region. 

574. The ASEAN Plus Three workshop for narcotics law 
enforcement officers on countering amphetamine-type 
stimulants and other narcotic substances was held in 
Bangkok in July 2018. About 30 narcotics law enforce-
ment officers from the ASEAN Plus Three States partici-
pated in the workshop, which was designed to develop 
their skills and allow them to exchange experiences in 
countering drug smuggling. 
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575. The tenth global SMART programme regional 
workshop for East and South-East Asia was held from 28 
to 30 August 2018 in Chiang Rai, Thailand. Experts from 
China and 10 countries in South-East Asia discussed the 
feasibility of developing drug demand indicators in order 
to foster systematic approaches to assessing and monitor-
ing drug use in the region. Participants in the workshop 
also came from Australia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, 
the Russian Federation and the United States. The work-
shop was the first attempt at the regional level to address 
the lack, in most countries of East and South-East Asia, 
of quantitative data on drug abuse among the general 
population. 

576. The tenth annual meeting and symposium of the 
Asian Forensic Sciences Network was held in Beijing 
from 4 to 8 September 2018, on the theme “New tech-
nologies, new methods, new challenges”. The event was 
attended by forensic scientists, academics and research-
ers from countries in Asia. It provided an opportunity for 
the participants to communicate and share knowledge 
and keep abreast of state-of-the-art forensic analytical 
methods.

3.  National legislation, policy  
and action

577. The period under review was characterized by  
significant legislative and policy initiatives aimed at 
addressing State responses to drug-related criminality.

578. From the outset, it must be noted that all State 
responses to drug-related criminality must be based on 
the rule of law and respect for human rights, as well as 
on the principle of proportionality. The Board is aware of 
the continuing reports of extrajudicial action taking place 
in Cambodia, Indonesia and the Philippines in relation 
to purported drug-related activities and/or crimes. 

579. In February 2018, the Prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court issued a statement announcing her deci-
sion to open a preliminary examination into allegations 
that crimes falling within the Court’s jurisdiction had 
been committed on the territory of the Philippines in the 
context of the so-called “war on drugs” launched by the 
Government of the Philippines. According to the state-
ment, the preliminary examination is aimed at analysing 
available information to determine whether there are suf-
ficient grounds to proceed with an investigation pursuant 
to the criteria established by the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court.77

77 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 2187, No. 38544.

580. The Board reiterates that any State response, 
whether official or sanctioned by State actors, to drug-
related criminality that is not based on the rule of law, 
respect for human rights and the principle of proportion-
ality is a clear violation of the international drug control 
conventions and internationally recognized human rights 
norms.

581. The Government of Myanmar announced a new 
national drug control policy in February 2018. The pol-
icy was developed in partnership with UNODC and 
adopts, at the national level, the framework set out in the 
outcome document of the special session of the General 
Assembly on the world drug problem held in 2016. A 
defining feature of the new policy is that it represents a 
shift from an approach based primarily on punitive 
responses to drug use to one centred on public health. 
The new policy contains five focus areas: (a) supply 
reduction and alternative development; (b) demand and 
harm reduction; (c) international cooperation; (d) research 
and analysis; and (e) compliance with human rights 
standards. 

582. Reflecting the shift to a health-based approach to 
drug abuse and dependence, in February 2018, Myanmar 
also amended its 1993 Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Law in order to address the drug issue while 
supporting health-care structures and providing treat-
ment to drug users, funding for sustainable projects such 
as civic education programmes and creating job oppor-
tunities for victims. 

583. Several amendments were made to the Narcotics 
Act of Thailand that became effective in January 2017. 
The changes mainly concern reductions in penalties for 
the possession, import, export and production of drugs 
and can be regarded as moving in the direction of more 
proportionate sentencing. Importantly, the revised Act 
amends the punishment for the sale of drugs from the 
mandatory death penalty to either life imprisonment and 
a fine or the death penalty. 

584. New rules relating to drug concentration levels and 
drug testing for drivers were released and implemented 
by the Government of China in May 2018. The rules spec-
ify the threshold values for drug levels in the blood or 
saliva of drivers, and the related methods of testing. 

585. Hong Kong, China, published a three-year plan on 
drug treatment and rehabilitation services (2018–2020) in 
March 2018. The plan sets out the strategic direction for 
drug treatment and rehabilitation services in Hong Kong, 
China, and focuses on the main challenges of the drug 
situation. To deter trafficking in and abuse of new 
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psychoactive substances, in July 2018, the Government 
added five new psychoactive substances (EPH, MPA, 
MDME-CHMICA, 5F-APINCA and U-47700) to sched-
ule 1 of the Dangerous Drugs Ordinance and two sub-
stances (ANPP and NPP) to schedule 2 of the Control of 
Chemicals Ordinance. Anyone prosecuted for trafficking 
or manufacturing those substances will be subject to a 
maximum penalty of life imprisonment and a fine of  
5 million Hong Kong dollars. 

586. On 29 August 2018, China placed 32 new psycho-
active substances under national control. The newly 
scheduled new psychoactive substances comprise 20 syn-
thetic cathinones, 8 synthetic cannabinoids and other 
substances, including the recently internationally con-
trolled fentanyl analogues 4-FIBF and THF-F.

587. In March 2017, the Government of Mongolia 
approved a national programme on combating the illegal 
sale of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, so as 
to improve State policy and the legal environment on 
combating the illegal sale of drugs, provide coordinated 
management among government agencies, implement 
comprehensive education and health services, identify the 
causes and conditions of drug-related offences, train  
relevant officers and introduce modern technology. 

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

588. While Myanmar continued to have the world’s  
second largest area under illicit opium poppy cultivation, 
the total area under cultivation in the country went down 
from 55,500 ha in 2015 to 41,000 ha in 2017. Reductions 
in cultivation were mainly found in the East Shan and 
South Shan States. Only minor reductions, of 600 ha in 
total, were recorded in North Shan and Kachin States, 
owing to continued instability and conflict among  
powerful ethnic militias. 

589. Total opium production in Myanmar decreased by 
14 per cent over the period 2015–2017, from 647 tons in 
2015 to 550 tons in 2017, and accounted for 5 per cent 
of the global opium production estimate in that year. 
With a fairly stable cultivation area and rising yield in 
opium production, South Shan remains the biggest pro-
ducer in Myanmar and supplies close to half of the total 
estimated amount of opium produced in the country.

590. According to UNODC, opiates produced in 
Myanmar are mostly trafficked to China and Thailand; 
the country also remains a source of heroin trafficked to 
Oceania (mostly Australia). Total heroin and morphine 
seized in East and South-East Asia dropped by 6 per cent 
in 2016, to about 11 tons. 

591. The reductions in opium poppy cultivation and the 
decreasing volume of opiates seized, together with lower 
opium prices and the declining popularity of heroin as a 
drug of abuse, seem to suggest the shrinking dominance 
of opium within the region over the past two years. 

592. With an estimated total area under opium poppy 
cultivation of less than 300 ha, authorities in Thailand no 
longer consider such cultivation a major threat. The coun-
try, however, remains one of the main transit countries 
in the region for heroin trafficking. The total amount of 
heroin seized fluctuated between 200 kg and 400 kg over 
the period 2014–2016, and rose to almost 600 kg in 2017, 
mainly because of a relatively large seizure (165 kg) from 
a shipment detected in the northern region.

593. Compared with other substances, the illicit manu-
facturing of and trafficking in cocaine remain limited 
within the region, with the majority of the cocaine being 
trafficked from South America. The annual volume of 
cocaine seized in Thailand fluctuates around 50 kg and 
has never exceeded 70 kg. On the other hand, authorities 
in China have suggested that an increasing amount of 
cocaine, mostly transported in bulk from South America, 
through the south-eastern coastal areas of the continent, 
was trafficked into the country in 2017. The drug was then 
distributed to and sold in other regions, such as Oceania. 

(b) Psychotropic substances

594. The latest global seizure data suggest that East and 
South-East Asia and North America remain the two main 
regions for methamphetamine trafficking. Most of the 
methamphetamine trafficked between regions is destined 
for countries in those two regions. Considerable increases 
in crystalline methamphetamine seizures were reported 
by many countries in East and South-East Asia over the 
past two years, including Japan, Myanmar and the 
Philippines. 

595. Although complete seizure data on methampheta-
mine for 2017 were not available at the time of writing, 
a number of media reports on record-breaking metham-
phetamine seizures in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand 
warrant alarm. While the modi operandi vary, the most 
common seems to be the packaging of methamphetamine 
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pills and crystalline methamphetamine into packages of 
tea for trafficking to their final destinations.

596. A number of significant methamphetamine seizure 
cases were reported by Thailand in 2017. Shipments 
involving several million tablets of methamphetamine 
have become common, and two shipments, each involv-
ing 10 million tablets, were confiscated in the last quar-
ter of the year. The total amount of methamphetamine 
pills seized reached 240 million tablets in 2017, almost 
double that seized the year before. Seizures of crystalline 
methamphetamine also tripled, surging to 7.6 tons in 
2017. The majority of crystalline methamphetamine was 
trafficked into Thailand through the country’s border with 
Myanmar, using different channels. Authorities attributed 
the significant increases to a number of reasons, includ-
ing greater production within the region, new market 
strategies of organized criminal groups and higher 
demand from other regions, most notably Oceania.

597. Exploiting the vulnerabilities of the long coastline 
in Indonesia, organized criminal groups traffic the bulk 
of the methamphetamine brought into the country by sea. 
Joint operations among the police, the navy and the com-
petent national authorities prevented the smuggling of 
huge quantities of methamphetamine in two major ship-
ments (each involving more than 1 ton of methamphet-
amine) in 2017 and 2018.

598. According to UNODC, the total number of dis-
mantled clandestine synthetic drug manufacturing facili-
ties in East and South-East Asia almost doubled during 
the period 2012–2015. The fact that methamphetamine 
was being manufactured in the majority of those facili-
ties suggests the continued growth in methamphetamine 
manufacturing capacity within the region. In 2017, 
authorities in Malaysia and the Philippines reported the 
detection of nine and two clandestine methamphetamine 
manufacture laboratories, respectively.

599. In comparison with methamphetamine, the illicit 
manufacture of and trafficking in “ecstasy” seemed to 
remain stable. Only a small number of countries (mainly 
China and Malaysia) have reported the illicit manufac-
ture of “ecstasy” over the past few years. Authorities in 
Thailand indicated that a relatively high retail price of the 
substance limited its usage to wealthy individuals. About 
84,000 “ecstasy” tablets were seized in 2017, slightly less 
than the year before.

(c) Precursors

600. The total amount of ephedrine and pseudoephed-
rine reported seized in East and South-East Asia 

continues to be far lower than the amount of metham-
phetamine seized. This, together with the limited num-
ber of reports of seizures of other methamphetamine 
precursors, points to a considerable knowledge gap 
regarding the illicit manufacture of methamphetamine 
within the region. 

601. The amount of ephedrine seized in East and South-
East Asia continues to represent a large share of global 
ephedrine seizures, with China accounting for the largest 
share of the regional total. Authorities in China reported 
an expansion of the illicit manufacture of ephedrine north 
of the Yangtze River and dismantled 27 clandestine 
ephedrine laboratories and warehouses in 2016. 
Meanwhile, law enforcement agencies in the Philippines 
continued to dismantle illicit methamphetamine labora-
tories and perceived a switch from large- to small-scale 
manufacture and the splitting of manufacturing into dif-
ferent stages in different locations. Malaysia also reported 
seizing a considerable amount of ephedrine in 2017.

602. Countries in the region accounted for more than 
half of the pseudoephedrine preparations seized globally 
during the period 2012–2016, mainly because of the huge 
quantities seized in Myanmar and Thailand. Together, 
those two countries accounted for almost 90 per cent of 
the pseudoephedrine preparations seized in East and 
South-East Asia. Detailed information regarding the 
sources of the preparations and the methods of diversion, 
however, has not been submitted by most countries in 
the region. 

603. A comprehensive review of the situation with 
respect to the control of precursors and chemicals fre-
quently used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in the region can be found 
in the report of the Board for 2018 on the implementa-
tion of article 12 of the 1988 Convention.

(d)  Substances not under international 
control

604. Countries in East and South-East Asia continue to 
report the emergence and considerable seizures of new 
psychoactive substances. In 2017, authorities in China 
identified 34 new psychoactive substances, in addition to 
the 230 new psychoactive substances seized in various 
parts of the country that year that were mainly being used 
by young people at entertainment venues. Information 
available to the Viet Nam Border Guard also pointed to 
a sevenfold increase in the amount of synthetic drugs 
seized at the border between Viet Nam and the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic in 2017. 
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605. As a plant indigenous to Malaysia, Myanmar and 
Thailand, kratom (Mitragyna speciosa) has long been used 
by rural populations in South-East Asia as a traditional 
remedy for minor ailments, to counter fatigue and as a 
drink in social gatherings. Its popularity as a plant-based 
new psychoactive substance has grown considerably over 
the past two years, possibly as a result of some commer-
cial claims regarding its ability to treat opioid addiction 
and withdrawal. Total worldwide seizures of kratom 
surged to more than 400 tons in 2016, surpassing that of 
all other plant-based new psychoactive substances. In 
South-East Asia, a recent study78 suggested that kratom 
is being used to ease withdrawal from opioid dependence 
in rural areas and is being consumed in adulterated 
kratom cocktails to induce euphoria by young people in 
urban areas. In this regard, the Board encourages all 
Governments to take practical measures to prevent the 
abuse of new psychoactive substances and related con-
sequences for individuals and society.

606. Although widely used as an anaesthetic in medi-
cal and veterinary practice, ketamine has been placed 
under national control by many countries in East and 
South-East Asia, mainly because of its potential for abuse 
and its popularity as a party drug. Compared with other 
regions, high levels of ketamine abuse and the significant 
quantities of ketamine seized remain a major concern for 
many countries in the region. Worldwide seizures of ket-
amine rose from 10 tons in 2012 to 22 tons in 2015 as a 
result of the significant increases in the amounts seized 
in the region. A considerable decline in the amount seized 
as reported by the authorities in China, from close to  
20 tons in 2015 to about 10 tons in 2016, brought down 
the total global amount of ketamine seized to about  
13 tons in 2016.

5. Abuse and treatment

607. UNODC has estimated that about 34.2 million 
people (0.7 per cent of the population aged between  
15 and 64) used amphetamines worldwide in 2016. 
Despite the lack of systematic estimates regarding the use 
of amphetamines among the general population in East 
and South-East Asia, many countries consider metham-
phetamine use to be a major threat. Specifically, the use 
of crystalline methamphetamine, which is usually of 
higher purity than that of methamphetamine tablets, has 
become a key concern for most countries within the 
region over the past few years. 

78 Darshan Singh and others, “Changing trends in the use of kratom 
(Mitragyna speciosa) in Southeast Asia”, Human Psychopharmacology: 
Clinical and Experimental, vol. 32, No. 2 (May 2017).

608. According to the information available to UNODC, 
declines in heroin use in 2016 were reported by experts 
in countries in East and South-East Asia, including 
Indonesia, the Republic of Korea and Thailand, as well as 
Hong Kong, China. 

609. There is a higher proportion of treatment for the 
use of amphetamine-type stimulants in Asia and Oceania, 
compared with other regions. Out of the seven countries 
and territories in the region that provided such informa-
tion to UNODC, five of them reported that the largest 
share of people receiving treatment for drug use were 
receiving treatment for the use of amphetamines. Some 
countries, such as Indonesia and the Philippines, as  
well as Hong Kong, China, observed an increasing  
number of people receiving treatment for methampheta-
mine abuse. In Malaysia, crystalline methamphetamine 
users accounted for 80 per cent of amphetamine-type 
stimulant users receiving treatment in 2015.

610. Authorities in China reported that there were 
about 2.5 million registered drug users in the country at 
the end of 2017, equivalent to 0.18 per cent of the total 
population. While the total number of registered drug 
users only rose by 1.9 per cent over the previous year, the 
number of new drug users fell by almost one third,  
suggesting that drug use is continuing to grow, although 
the rate of expansion has declined. Those aged between 
18 and 35 represented the majority, followed by those 
aged between 36 and 59 (43 per cent). In contrast to the 
situation some years ago, synthetic drugs are now the 
most commonly abused substance (60 per cent), ahead 
of opioids (38 per cent). The types of drugs abused 
became more diversified in 2017.

611. In Singapore, about 3,000 drug users were arrested 
in 2017, slightly fewer than the year before. The majority 
of the new drug users were under 30 years old; 64 per 
cent of those arrested for drug use in 2017 used 
methamphetamine. 

612. The authorities in Malaysia indicated that about 
26,000 drug users were arrested in 2017. People aged 
between 19 and 39 accounted for the majority (about  
70 per cent). Among those arrested for drug use, crystal-
line methamphetamine was the most commonly used 
drug (40 per cent), followed by heroin and morphine  
(39 per cent) and methamphetamine pills (20 per cent). 
A fairly significant increase in the abuse of meth-
amphetamine pills was noted, contrasting with the stable 
trends in the abuse of other substances. 

613. A study by UNODC, WHO, UNAIDS and the 
World Bank estimated that 3.2 million people injected 
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drugs in East and South-East Asia in 2016, equivalent to 
30 per cent of the worldwide population of people who 
inject drugs. The prevalence of injecting drug use in the 
region, however, is relatively low (0.2 per cent) and is below 
the global average (0.22 per cent). Although the prevalence 
of HIV among people who inject drugs in East and South-
East Asia (9.6 per cent) is below the global average  
(11.8 per cent), 24 per cent of the global total of people 
who inject drugs living with HIV reside in the region.

614. Following efforts by a number of countries in the 
region to adopt a community-based treatment approach 
to deal with the drug abuse problem, the Narcotics 
Control Bureau of Brunei Darussalam took over the man-
agement of the Rumah Al-Islah treatment and rehabilita-
tion centre from the prison department in February 2018. 
It is the only approved treatment and rehabilitation cen-
tre in the country focusing on behaviour changes through 
a therapeutic community programme. 

South Asia 

1. Major developments

615. South Asia continues to face a multitude of drug 
control challenges that are exacerbated, in part, by its geo-
graphical location between the two main illicit opiate-
producing and trafficking regions of the world, namely 
the Golden Triangle in South-East Asia (between the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar and Thailand) 
and the Golden Crescent in South-West Asia (covering 
Afghanistan, Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Pakistan). 
Against that backdrop, South Asia remains a target for 
traffickers smuggling illicitly produced opiates from 
Afghanistan to Europe and North America along the 
“alternate” southern route. In contrast to the Balkan and 
southern routes, the alternate southern route bypasses the 
Gulf countries and runs through South Asia to North 
America (in particular Canada), sometimes through East 
Africa, by air. In addition, coastal States in South Asia 
are vulnerable to maritime trafficking as a result of their 
exposure to trafficking routes across the Indian Ocean. 

616. Opiates, cannabis and amphetamine-type stimu-
lants remain the main substances of concern in the region, 
with record levels of cannabis herb seized in Bangladesh 
and India during 2017. There has been a thirtyfold increase 
in seizures of methamphetamine pills (known as “yaba” 
in countries in South Asia) in Bangladesh since 2011, and 

the amounts of illicitly produced opiates seized through-
out the region have been increasing. The diversion of 
controlled substances, particularly ephedrine and pseudo-
ephedrine, from licit to illicit channels has continued, as 
has the smuggling of pharmaceutical preparations  
containing narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, 
notably codeine-based cough syrups, which remain a con-
siderable challenge in Bangladesh, Bhutan and India, and 
of synthetic opioids such as tramadol, which has been 
encountered in significant quantities across the region and 
has been scheduled as a narcotic drug in some countries 
of the region as of 2018.

617. There is also growing evidence of an emerging 
modus operandi of drug trafficking in the region that 
involves the use of the Internet as a marketplace for drugs 
and precursors, with mail or courier services being used 
for delivery. Authorities in India and Maldives have seized 
a comparatively large number of parcels containing con-
trolled substances. However, little is known about the 
extent of regulations applicable to Internet pharmacies 
and business-to-business platforms acting as intermedi-
aries between buyers and sellers (by offering access to  
various substances that may be abused) or about the role 
that express courier service providers play in the cross-
border movement of controlled and non-scheduled 
substances.

618. In South Asia, the death penalty for drug-related 
offences is provided for in the laws of several countries, 
but death sentences are passed infrequently and have 
reportedly never been enforced for this type of offence. 
However, during the reporting period, several jurisdic-
tions announced their intention to start executing people 
who have been sentenced to death for drug-related 
offences. In addition, there have been reports of extra-
judicial killings of alleged drug offenders by law enforcement 
officials in Bangladesh. Such killings, if the reports are 
confirmed to be true, would be in contravention of inter-
national law.

2. Regional cooperation

619. Countries in the region continue to cooperate on 
drug-control issues through a number of regional initia-
tives. The Forty-first Meeting of Heads of National Drug 
Law Enforcement Agencies, Asia and the Pacific, held in 
Bangkok from 27 to 30 November 2017, was focused, 
among other issues, on the role of the Internet in drug 
trafficking and abuse, which is an issue of concern to the 
region.
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620. In March 2018, senior law enforcement and min-
istry officials from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka finalized the agreement documents 
related to the establishment of the South Asian Regional 
Intelligence and Coordination Centre, to be based in 
Colombo. The legal framework for the operation of the 
Centre has been submitted to the participating 
Governments for endorsement. Drug trafficking will be 
one of the focus areas for cross-border cooperation 
against transnational organized crime through the Centre.

621. The fifth meeting of the Sub-Group on Prevention 
of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic 
Substances and Precursor Chemicals of the Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation was held in Kathmandu on 23 May 2018. 
Delegates from the seven States members of the Initiative, 
including the five States from South Asia (Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka) discussed, among 
other matters, the possible association of the Initiative 
with the South Asian Regional Intelligence and 
Coordination Centre.

622. The tenth Recovery Symposium was held in Hanoi 
from 8 to 12 October 2018, hosted by the Drug Advisory 
Programme of the Colombo Plan for Cooperative 
Economic and Social Development in Asia and the Pacific. 
The Symposium brought together 174 participants, includ-
ing policymakers, resource persons, persons recovering 
from drug dependence, family members, service provid-
ers and other relevant stakeholders from 26 countries to 
exchange experiences on treating drug addiction. 

3.  National legislation, policy  
and action

623. Over the reporting period, Governments in the 
region continued to take legislative and other measures 
affecting the control of substances under their national 
legal regimes. India placed tramadol, a synthetic opioid 
not controlled at the international level, under national 
control in April 2018 and granted licensed manufacturers, 
importers and exporters of tramadol a period of 120 days 
to clear their existing stocks. Another nine substances, 
namely 4-methylethcathinone, ethylone, pentedrone,  
ethylphenidate, methiopropamine, MDMB-CHMICA, 
5F-APINACA, XLR-11 and khat (Catha edulis), were 
placed under national control in February 2018.

624. Bhutan amended its 2015 Narcotic Drugs, 
Psychotropic Substances and Substance Abuse Act in 
2018. Among other changes, as a result of the amendment, 
Bhutan: (a) criminalizes the possession of cannabis 

exceeding 50 g as a trafficking offence (unless certain miti-
gating circumstances, such as the absence of a criminal 
record, are present), thereby subjecting such possession to 
stricter sanctions; (b) employs a generic definition of new 
psychoactive substances to bring substances of a similar 
nature, effect, group or properties to those already listed 
under schedules I to VI of the Act within the purview of 
the Act; (c) has scheduled 30 new substances under the 
Act, among them tramadol; and (d) has transferred the 
competence to amend those schedules from the Parliament 
to the Narcotics Control Authority, with the Parliament 
retaining the right to be informed of changes in the scope 
of national control. The amendment came into effect on 
8 January 2018.

625. Furthermore, the Bhutan Narcotics Control 
Authority published rules and regulations setting out the 
referral process and treatment interventions associated 
with compulsory treatment for persons charged with the 
offence of substance abuse. Aftercare and follow-up inter-
ventions, including drug testing, are key components for 
successfully completing treatment under the new frame-
work. The rules and regulations entered into force on 
2  July 2018. 

626. Following a judgment rendered by the Calcutta 
High Court in November 2017, Phensedyl, a codeine-
based cough syrup used to treat common cold symptoms 
and known to be abused in Bangladesh and, to a lesser 
degree, in Bhutan and Nepal, will henceforth be considered 
a narcotic drug falling within the purview of the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act of 1985 in India. 
As a result, persons implicated in its non-medical use or 
illicit distribution could be tried for the commission of a 
drug-related offence. The judgment represents a prece-
dent for the state in which the ruling was made and may 
be considered authoritative case law by other state courts 
in future, but it has no binding force in India as a whole. 
Phensedyl and similar preparations are banned in several 
countries in the region as a result of their potential for 
abuse.

627. In India, where capital punishment for drug-
related offences is an option for repeat offenders under 
section 31A of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act of 1985, but has never been carried out 
in practice, the State of Punjab has reportedly submitted 
an official proposal to amend the Act to extend the death 
penalty to first-time drug offenders. Similarly, Sri Lanka 
has announced its intention to cease the commutation of 
death sentences to life imprisonment for repeat offenders 
of drug trafficking. The announcement was made by the 
President of Sri Lanka and contradicts the de facto abo-
litionist stance on capital punishment taken by the 
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Government for the last 40 years. The last judge-ordered 
execution of the death penalty in Sri Lanka took place in 
1976. The Board is also aware of reports that Bangladesh 
is planning to reinstate the enforcement of death sen-
tences for drug-related offences, which in that country 
have been provided for in law since 1990, but considered 
optional since the Supreme Court ruled their mandatory 
application unconstitutional in 2015. In October 2018, 
Bangladesh extended the application of the death penalty 
to drug-related offences involving more than 200 g of 
methamphetamine (“yaba”), which is widely abused in 
the country, and reclassified the substance as a class-A 
narcotic drug. Although the determination of sanctions 
is a prerogative of States, the Board continues to 
encourage all States that retain the death penalty for 
drug-related offences to commute sentences that have 
already been handed down and to consider abolishing 
the death sentence for drug-related offences.

628. In May 2018, Bangladesh declared a “war on 
drugs”, which has reportedly resulted in the deaths, at the 
hands of law enforcement officials, of hundreds of people 
suspected of drug trafficking. Summary trials of drug 
offenders through “mobile drug courts”, in which suspects 
are prosecuted and sentenced on the spot, have been 
operational for a number of years, with conviction rates 
of close to 100 per cent (in 2016, for example, there were 
6,591 convictions and 1 acquittal). However, targeted 
drug law enforcement operations with large numbers of 
suspects reportedly killed as a result is an unprecedented 
development in the country. The Board stresses, as it did 
in its annual report for 2017,79 that extrajudicial 
responses to drug-related criminality are in clear vio-
lation of the international drug control conventions. 
Under the conventions, drug-related crime must be 
addressed through formal criminal justice responses, 
including internationally recognized due process 
standards. 

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

629. Illicit crop cultivation remains an issue of concern 
in some countries in South Asia, in particular with regard 
to illicit opium poppy cultivation in India, where it coex-
ists with a sizeable area under licit opium poppy cultiva-
tion, and in Nepal. Illicit cannabis cultivation is an issue 
of concern in Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka.

79 E/INCB/2017/1, para. 256.

630. In Sri Lanka, cannabis is the only plant-based nar-
cotic drug illicitly cultivated in the country, with an esti-
mated area under illicit cannabis cultivation in 2016 of 
about 500 ha. That estimate remained unchanged during 
the three-year period 2014–2016, with no information 
available about related eradication efforts undertaken by 
the Government, including for 2017. At the same time, 
cannabis is commonly used in the preparation of tradi-
tional ayurvedic medicines in Sri Lanka. The Ministry of 
Health in Sri Lanka announced its intention to begin cul-
tivating cannabis for medicinal purposes, partly destined 
for export to North America. Cultivation was to start in 
late 2018, with a limited area of about 40 ha, which should 
yield 25 tons of cannabis herb yearly.

631. During 2017, India’s law enforcement agencies 
intensified their efforts to eradicate illicitly cultivated can-
nabis in the country. In that year alone, illicitly cultivated 
cannabis plant covering an area of more than 3,400 ha 
was eradicated in India, the largest area subjected to  
eradication in the period 2013–2017. Nevertheless, illicit 
cannabis cultivation remains a challenge in the country. 
Bangladesh eradicated 69,989 illicitly cultivated cannabis 
plants in 2017, the highest number of such plants  
eradicated in the last seven years in the country, and 
almost double the number of plants eradicated in 2013. 

632. Cannabis remains the most frequently seized nar-
cotic drug in South Asia; cannabis herb was the drug 
seized in the largest quantities across the region in 2017. 
India alone carried out 6 per cent of the world’s canna-
bis herb (“ganja”) seizures in 2016 (nearly 300 tons), and 
reported seizing even higher quantities in 2017 (353 tons, 
representing a 20 per cent increase compared with 2016). 
The figures for 2017 are the highest in India during the 
period 2013–2018. 

633. In comparison, seizures of cannabis resin (“charas”) 
have remained relatively stable in India over the years, 
fluctuating between a considerable 2 to 4 tons during the 
period 2013–2017, with 3.2 tons seized in 2017. Cannabis 
resin is reportedly trafficked from Nepal to India and, 
within India, from illicit cultivation sites located in south-
ern Kashmir to other parts of the country.

634. In order of magnitude, Bangladesh recorded the 
next-largest quantity of cannabis herb seized in the 
region, with close to 70 tons seized in 2017. While sei-
zures of cannabis herb have not fallen below 10 tons since 
the beginning of the decade, the amount seized in 2017 
was by far the highest since 2010. Following a steady 
increase since 2014, the amount seized in 2017 was more 
than triple the amount seized in that year (17 tons in 
2014, 42 tons in 2015 and 47 tons in 2016). In most cases, 
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cannabis herb is trafficked into Bangladesh from neigh-
bouring India and Nepal.

635. Sri Lanka seized almost 5 tons of cannabis herb in 
2017. This represents a 20 per cent increase compared 
with 2016, when 4.1 tons of cannabis herb were seized, 
making cannabis herb the narcotic drug seized in the 
largest quantity in the country during the period 2012–
2017. However, with the exception of 2017, seizures of 
cannabis herb have been steadily declining since 2013, 
when a record 81.9 tons were seized. Cannabis herb used 
in Sri Lanka is reportedly grown locally or trafficked into 
the country from Kerala State in India. With regard to 
cannabis resin, the trend in Sri Lanka points in the oppo-
site direction, with limited but increasing amounts seized 
over the past five years (from less than 500 g seized in 
2012 to more than 40 kg seized in 2016). Conversely, in 
2017, a slight decrease in cannabis resin seizures was 
noted in Sri Lanka, with 38 kg seized by police.

636. In Nepal in 2017, cannabis herb was also the drug 
seized in the largest quantity, with 3.7 tons, followed 
closely by cannabis resin, with 1.3 tons. The figures for 
2018 (based on available data until September 2018) sug-
gest no significant change in this regard compared with 
2017. In Bhutan, although cannabis herb was the drug 
seized in the largest amount in 2017 (not counting tab-
lets and capsules of pharmaceutical preparations contain-
ing controlled substances), the total amount seized was 
relatively small, totalling 166.4 kg in 2017 and 184.84 kg 
as of the end of October 2018. In 2018 in Maldives, the 
largest single seizures made by customs authorities 
involved cannabis and heroin (amounting to less than 
5.5 kg each).

637. Except for India, where both licit and illicit opium 
poppy cultivation continue to take place, no data regard-
ing cultivation or eradication efforts in countries in South 
Asia have been reported since 2009. Notably, the area 
under illicit opium poppy cultivation eradicated in India 
in 2017 exceeded the area under licit cultivation during 
the same crop year: the authorities eradicated an area 
under illicit opium poppy cultivation covering more than 
3,000 ha, the largest for the last five years, while opium 
poppy was grown legally on 2,322.5 ha of land licensed 
for cultivation by the Central Bureau of Narcotics. In 
comparison, in 2016, more than 2,600 ha of illicitly  
cultivated opium poppy were destroyed. By the end of 
August 2018, opium poppy illicitly cultivated on an area 
covering more than 3,200 ha had been eradicated.

638. Trafficking in opiates increased significantly in at 
least half of the countries in the region from 2016 to 2017. 
For example, seizures of illicitly produced heroin 

continued to rise in India in 2017, from 1.7 tons in 2016 
to 2.1 tons in 2017; they have been rising steadily since 
2014. According to the Narcotics Control Bureau, almost 
half of all seized heroin in India originated in countries 
in South-West Asia. Seizures of opium in the country 
have continued to increase since 2015, with more than 
2.5 tons seized in 2017 alone. That figure had already been 
surpassed in mid-2018, with more than 4 tons of opium 
seized by 30 June. In 2017, India seized 449 kg of morphine, 
the origin of which was unknown, which was 15 times 
more than in 2016 (28 kg) and was the highest amount 
during the period 2013–2017. Significantly, in September 
2018, authorities in India raided a clandestine drug  
laboratory in Indore, a city in central-west India, seizing 
9 kg of fentanyl. It was the first reported instance of a 
clandestine fentanyl-synthesizing laboratory being  
dismantled in the region.

639. India is also a transit country for illicitly produced 
opiates, in particular heroin, which originate in 
Afghanistan and are trafficked through the country via 
Pakistan en route to Europe and North America (mainly 
Canada). The route used by traffickers to smuggle opiates 
through South Asia is an alternative part of the so-called 
“southern route”, which typically runs through Pakistan 
(or the Islamic Republic of Iran) and, via the Gulf coun-
tries, continues to East Africa and on to the destination 
countries. The “alternate” southern route bypasses the 
Gulf countries and uses South Asia as a stopover for opiates 
being supplied directly to the Canadian market by air, or 
through Africa to Europe.

640. Bangladesh seized 401 kg of heroin in 2017, the 
highest amount of heroin seized in the last eight years, 
following significant year-on-year increases since 2014 
(30 kg in 2014, 110 kg in 2015 and 267 kg in 2016). The 
amounts of other illicitly produced opiates seized over the 
same period were very small. Seizures of pharmaceutical 
opioids, which caused serious problems at the beginning 
of the decade (more than 4.1 tons were seized in 2010), 
have been in decline, with only a nominal amount seized 
in 2017.

641. The overall picture of opiate trafficking in Sri Lanka 
is less clear. In 2017, nearly 315 kg of heroin were seized 
(compared with 207 kg in 2016) and less than 1 kg of 
opium was seized (compared with 15 kg seized in 2016). 
Seizures carried out in the years prior do not allow for a 
conclusive assessment to be made as to a particular trend, 
given significant year-to-year fluctuations. At the same 
time, in July 2018 alone, the country’s Police Narcotics 
Bureau seized 103.9 kg of heroin in one of the department’s 
biggest drug seizures ever. Most opiates are reportedly  
trafficked into Sri Lanka from India and Pakistan. 
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642. Codeine-based cough syrups sold under different 
trade names (e.g., Phensedyl and Corex) have continued 
to be seized in considerable quantities in Bangladesh, 
Bhutan and India and are reportedly trafficked mainly 
along the border between India and Bangladesh. These 
pharmaceutical preparations are mostly produced in 
India, often transported by road in trucks and trains and 
then trafficked across the border into Bangladesh. In the 
first six months of 2018, the Narcotics Control Bureau in 
India reported seizing 91,000 bottles of cough syrup.

643. Following an apparent peak in cocaine trafficking 
in South Asia in 2016, seizures of cocaine in the region 
in 2017 were less common and involved far lower 
amounts. In Sri Lanka, for example, some 221 kg of 
cocaine were seized in 2017, significantly less than the 
nearly 1.6 tons seized in 2016, a year that appears to have 
been the exception, with seizures in preceding years well 
below the 10 kg mark (5.7 kg in 2015, 26 g in 2014, no 
seizures in 2013 and 7.5 kg in 2012). For 2016, the main 
transit country from which cocaine arrived in Sri Lanka 
was reportedly the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

644. Similarly, the amount of cocaine seized in India 
fluctuated during the period 2013–2017, between 15 kg 
(in 2014) and 113 kg (in 2015), with no clearly discern-
ible trend. In 2017, 69 kg were seized in India, mostly at 
airports. In Bangladesh, seizures of cocaine have only 
been reported since 2015, with relatively low amounts, 
ranging from 0.6 kg (in 2016) to 5.7 kg (in 2015). In 2017, 
5 kg were seized. A similar amount was seized in Nepal 
in the same year.

645. In recent years, there appears to have been a notice-
able growth in drug trafficking by sea in the Indian Ocean 
region. In India, several sizeable seizures of heroin were 
carried out at sea in 2017 (6 tons in January and some 
1.5 tons in July). In 2018, several vessels carrying large 
shipments of tramadol from India were intercepted by Sri 
Lankan authorities, while, in 2016, police in Sri Lanka 
reportedly detected 900 kg of cocaine on a ship bound 
for India, representing one of the largest cocaine seizures 
recorded in South Asia to date. The Forty-first Meeting 
of Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement Agencies, 
Asia and the Pacific, highlighted the need for closer coop-
eration among the heads of the coastguard agencies and 
anti-narcotics forces of the countries in the Indian Ocean 
coastal regions.

(b) Psychotropic substances

646. Amphetamine-type stimulants remain drugs of 
considerable concern for some countries in the region, 

notably Bangladesh, where “yaba” (methamphetamine) 
tablets have been seized in increasing numbers, although 
trends in the region as a whole have proved unpredicta-
ble over the past few years. At the global level, unprece-
dented quantities have been seized; at the regional level, 
however, the predicted development of new synthetic 
drug markets in South Asia has not materialized. 

647. Following a tenfold increase in the amount of 
amphetamine-type stimulants seized in India, from 166 kg 
in 2015 to 1,687 kg in 2016 in practically the same num-
ber of cases, in 2017, only 95 kg were seized in a com-
parable number of seizures. Indications for 2018 seem to 
show that this inconclusive trend has continued: by 
August 2018, 253 kg of amphetamine-type stimulants had 
been seized. India has reportedly also been named as a 
country of origin or transit for methamphetamine seized 
in Singapore and Spain, as well as Hong Kong, China, 
over the period 2012–2016. 

648. In Bangladesh, methamphetamine was the second 
most seized drug in 2017 after cannabis herb, with 3.6 tons 
seized. This represents the highest quantity of metham-
phetamine seized in the past eight years in Bangladesh 
and a more than tenfold increase over the amount seized 
in 2016 (355 kg). In 2016, the Department of Narcotics 
Control in Bangladesh reported seizing close to 30 mil-
lion “yaba” pills, noting a significant year-on-year increase 
since 2011 (almost thirtyfold between 2011 and 2017). 
“Yaba” tablets, the methamphetamine-caffeine compound 
associated with the drug abuse crisis in Bangladesh, are 
reportedly entering the country from Myanmar. 

649. In Maldives, synthetic drugs, in particular, amphet-
amine, methamphetamine and “ecstasy”, were among the 
drugs most often seized by customs officials over the 
reporting period. However, amounts were typically small, 
ranging from a few grams to a little under 300 g. In Sri 
Lanka, the amounts of psychotropic substances seized in 
2016 and 2017 were also very small. For 2016, Sri Lanka 
reported seizing 0.5 kg of “ecstasy”-type substances and 
1.23 kg of LSD-type hallucinogens. There were no reports 
of amphetamine or methamphetamine being seized in the 
country in 2016 or 2017.

650. India seized a total of 170 kg of mephedrone in 
2017; 110 kg of the substance, along with a range of other 
substances, was found in a single clandestine drug manu-
facturing facility. Mephedrone has also been encountered 
in Maldives, where 330 g of the substance were seized in 
four cases, all of them involving parcels sent through the 
mail. Seizures of methaqualone also continued in India. 
In 2017, authorities in India seized 124 kg of methaqualone, 
a significant decrease from the exceptionally high amount 
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of 24.1 tons seized in 2016 during the dismantling of a 
clandestine laboratory.

651. There is also evidence in South Asia of trafficking 
in prescription medicines containing psychotropic sub-
stances, in particular, tranquillizers such as diazepam 
(large quantities were seized in India between 2010 and 
2015, including from a clandestine laboratory dismantled 
in 2016), alprazolam (several hundred thousand tablets 
were seized in India in 2017), clonazepam, lorazepam and 
benzodiazepine. One of the primary ways of accessing 
such substances in India is reportedly through illicit 
Internet pharmacies.

652. The vast majority of drug seizures carried out by 
customs officials in Maldives involved parcels sent 
through the mail, which appears to be a recent, yet 
increasingly well-established modus operandi for drug 
traffickers. Examples of the trend of ordering substances 
online and using courier or mail services for delivery 
could also be found in India, where the practice has been 
noted by authorities as one of the emerging means of traf-
ficking psychotropic substances, in particular methaqua-
lone, ketamine (scheduled at the national level), precursor 
chemicals and narcotic drugs such as cocaine, heroin or 
cannabis. For example, in February 2018, authorities in 
India seized 200 tablets of nitrazepam, a benzodiazepine-
class drug, concealed in a courier parcel originating in 
the United States.

653. The global trend of purchasing drugs over the 
Internet, particularly on darknet trading platforms using 
cryptocurrencies, has already spread to the region, includ-
ing India. One recent study of the global Internet-facilitated 
illicit drug trade identified some online vendors of drugs 
over the darknet who appear to be operating from South 
Asia. More specifically, the study identified more than 1,000 
drug listings from India published across 50 online crypto-
market platforms. In 2017, authorities in India dismantled 
two illicit pharmacies selling drugs over the Internet, 
seizing close to 130,000 tablets containing psychotropic  
substances and arresting 15 people in the process.

(c) Precursors

654. In India, precursor chemicals continued to be 
diverted from licit to illicit channels in 2017. They were 
trafficked most frequently to Malaysia, Myanmar and 
some countries in Southern Africa. Acetic anhydride, one 
of the main precursors of heroin, is widely used for 

legitimate purposes by the pharmaceutical and textile 
industries in India. After an unprecedented peak in sei-
zures of acetic anhydride in 2016 (2.7 tons), authorities 
in India seized about 25 kg of the substance in 2017.

655. There is reportedly a trend of trafficking in ephed-
rine and pseudoephedrine across the border from India 
to Myanmar and reverse trafficking of methamphetamine 
back into India. In 2017, authorities in India seized almost 
3 tons of ephedrine and pseudoephedrine, almost 500 kg 
of which were seized at clandestine laboratories used for 
the illicit manufacture of amphetamine-type stimulants. 
By August 2018, authorities in India reported having 
seized 127 kg of ephedrine.

656. Since 2017, the Government of Bangladesh has 
severely restricted the distribution of pseudoephedrine 
preparations in the country. Pseudoephedrine is the 
prime precursor for the illicit manufacture of “yaba” and 
is mainly imported into Bangladesh from India. 

657. A comprehensive review of the situation with 
respect to the control of precursors and chemicals fre-
quently used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in South Asia can be found 
in the report of the Board for 2018 on the implementa-
tion of article 12 of the 1988 Convention.

(d)  Substances not under international 
control

658. As more and more new psychoactive substances 
are scheduled, both at the international and national levels, 
reported seizures of substances that continue to fall 
within the category of new psychoactive substances have 
declined in the region. However, seizures of a number of 
unspecified new psychoactive substances have continued 
to be reported by individual countries. 

659. Ketamine has been seized only intermittently over 
the last few years in South Asia, although India was fre-
quently named as the country of origin in seizures of ket-
amine in 2017 and 2018. In 2017, Indian authorities 
seized a total of 161 kg of ketamine. Significantly, in June 
2018, as part of “Operation Vitamin”, conducted at the 
national level all over India, officials dismantled four 
illicit ketamine manufacturing facilities and seized 308 kg 
of ketamine, along with 2 tons of raw material that could 
reportedly yield another 250 kg of the substance.

660. In addition to widespread abuse of tramadol in 
countries in West Africa, North Africa and the Middle 
East, the abuse of tramadol is also of considerable concern 
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in countries in South Asia. According to UNODC, most 
of the tramadol seized worldwide in the five years to 2016 
originated in India and, to a lesser extent, in China. 

661. In addition, significant quantities of tramadol were 
seized in 2016, 2017 and 2018 throughout the region. In 
India, more than 66 million packaged tablets, 2.2 tons of 
loose tablets and a further 670 kg of tramadol powder 
were seized, along with tableting equipment, in one oper-
ation in May 2018. In Sri Lanka, 23 out of 28 major cases 
of non-medical use of pharmaceutical preparations (rang-
ing from the sale or possession of 6 to 70,000 capsules 
per case) detected by the National Medicines Regulatory 
Authority in 2017 involved tramadol (the other 5 were 
related to pregabalin). In two cases, reported in April and 
September 2018, customs authorities in Sri Lanka inter-
cepted 200,000 and more than 15 million tablets of tram-
adol, respectively, that had been shipped by sea from 
India.

662. In Bhutan, 130,316 capsules containing tramadol, 
marketed under the trade name “spasmo proxyvon plus” 
(“SP+”), were seized in 2017. Seizures of the drug contin-
ued in 2018 and, as of the end of October 2018, authori-
ties in Bhutan had seized close to 70,000 capsules, reflecting 
the continued influx of the drug into the country.

5. Abuse and treatment

663. There are no comprehensive prevalence data on 
drug use across the South Asia region for 2016 or 2017. 
Stigma associated with drug abuse has frequently been 
cited by countries in the region as an obstacle to the col-
lection of reliable data and is a decisive factor in affected 
populations’ ability to access health care and treatment.

664. Based on available information, the most fre-
quently used drug in South Asia varies from country to 
country, although cannabis tends to rank at the top, in 
particular in India and Sri Lanka. In Bangladesh, how-
ever, statistics maintained by the Department of Narcotics 
Control with regard to patients of national treatment cen-
tres showed that, in 2016, for the first time in three years, 
heroin ranked first among the drugs in respect of which 
treatment had primarily been provided: a little over a 
third of patients were primarily treated for heroin abuse, 
about a third of patients for abuse of “yaba” and less than 
a fifth of patients for cannabis abuse. Figures have fluc-
tuated over the period 2012–2016 in Bangladesh, with 
only one consistently discernible trend concerning the 
use of “yaba”: in 2012, close to 6 per cent of patients were 
treated primarily for methamphetamine abuse, a propor-
tion that had increased fivefold by 2016. 

665. The non-medical use of pharmaceutical drugs con-
taining controlled substances continues to be prevalent in 
virtually all countries of South Asia. The preparations in 
question include codeine-based cough syrups sold under 
different trade names, such as Corex (in Bhutan and India) 
and Phensedyl (in Bangladesh and India); synthetic opi-
oids such as tramadol (identified in the vast majority of 
abuse cases in Sri Lanka, along with pregabalin, a medi-
cine with anti-convulsant properties used to treat epilepsy, 
neuropathic pain and anxiety, which is frequently encoun-
tered in Bhutan and India); ayurvedic tablets containing 
opium; and tranquillizers such as alprazolam, diazepam, 
clonazepam, lorazepam and benzodiazepine.

666. South Asia is the region with the lowest estimated 
percentage of people injecting drugs worldwide. In terms 
of core interventions to prevent the spreading of HIV and 
hepatitis C among people who inject drugs, South Asia 
has the highest coverage worldwide of opioid substitution 
therapy: more than 80 per cent of persons who inject 
drugs in the region are being treated with opioid substi-
tution therapy. Regular HIV testing and needle-syringe 
distribution programmes are available to a far lesser 
extent. About 10 per cent of people who inject drugs are 
reportedly living with HIV.

667. Drug abuse has become a major concern in India 
in recent years, in particular in the State of Punjab, where 
an estimated 230,000 people were considered dependent 
on opioids and around 860,000 people were estimated as 
opioid users in 2015, according to a study commissioned 
by the Punjab Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 
and supported by the Department of Health, Punjab. The 
data further suggested that, among men aged 18 to 35, 
about 4 per cent were dependent on opioids. The majority 
of those men (53 per cent) reportedly used heroin, about 
33 per cent used opium and some 14 per cent used a 
variety of pharmaceutical opioids. Some reports estimate 
that more than two thirds of all households in the State 
of Punjab have at least one family member who is 
dependent on drugs. 

668. In Sri Lanka, residential care, treatment and reha-
bilitation services are offered by four governmental and 
nine non-governmental service providers. The primary 
drug of abuse for which patients received treatment 
across providers operating in Sri Lanka was heroin (92 
per cent of all patients), followed by cannabis (69 per cent 
of patients), indicating a significant level of poly-drug use.

669. In Maldives, a 24-hour support hotline for drug-
dependent persons seeking access to treatment services 
was established in 2018 by the non-governmental organ-
ization “Journey”, based in Male. “Journey”, which has 
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been operational since 2005, carried out a rapid assess-
ment survey on drug use and a national drug use survey 
in Maldives in 2006 and 2011/2012, respectively, and 
cooperates closely with the National Drug Agency in 
offering counselling to drug users and their families, as 
well as training and house calls throughout the atoll.

West Asia

1. Major developments

670. Despite substantial increases in annual opium 
poppy cultivation in Afghanistan in recent years, in par-
ticular during the period 2015–2017, the heroin supply 
from Afghanistan to destination markets in Europe and 
beyond appears to have remained stable. According to 
UNODC, this may be due to an effort by traffickers to 
keep supply smooth and stable, or heroin may have been 
manufactured with opium from different harvests.

671. Despite a decrease of 20 per cent, the level of 
opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan remained high 
in 2018. The decrease was attributed mainly to the 
drought in the country and to declining farm-gate prices 
of dry opium. Potential opium production also saw a 
decrease, of 29 per cent, and was estimated at about 
6,400 tons in 2018, compared with 9,000 tons in 2017. 

672. The so-called “Balkan route”, which passes through 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Turkey and the Balkan coun-
tries towards destination markets in Western and Central 
Europe, remains the main path for trafficking in opiates 
originating in Afghanistan. Countries along the Balkan 
route account for about 37 per cent of global heroin sei-
zures. At the same time, in 2017, Afghan opiates contin-
ued to be trafficked via a sub-branch of the Balkan route 
passing from the Islamic Republic of Iran to the coun-
tries of the Southern Caucasus and then onward to 
Ukraine via the Black Sea into Eastern Europe.

673. The so-called “northern route” also continues to be 
used for trafficking in Afghan opiates to markets in 
Belarus, Lithuania and the Russian Federation, via Central 
Asian States.80 However, most countries in Central Asia 
witnessed either a stable or a declining trend in traffick-
ing in opiates through their territories. The so-called 
“southern route”, which accounts for about 9 per cent of 
opiates trafficked to Europe, runs from Afghanistan to 

80 The Central Asian subregion as referred to in this report comprises 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

Pakistan for eventual trafficking through Gulf countries 
and East Africa to markets in Europe. In addition, drugs 
continue to be trafficked from Afghanistan to India and 
other countries in South Asia, with the final destination 
being markets in Europe and North America. 

674. With the significant increases in opium production 
until 2017, the illicit opiate economy substantially sur-
passed the level of the entire licit exports of goods and 
services of Afghanistan. Not only did the Taliban and 
anti-government, insurgent and powerful local power-
holders continue to benefit from the illicit opium econ-
omy, but many communities in Afghanistan that engage 
in cultivation, work on poppy fields or play a role in the 
illicit drug trade became further dependent on opium 
poppy cultivation for their livelihoods. 

675. There has been an increase in the production of 
cannabis resin in Afghanistan. The country was identified 
as the source of seized cannabis resin in 19 per cent of 
countries that reported the sources of seized cannabis 
resin in the period 2012–2016, in particular countries in 
Central Asia, the Southern Caucasus and Europe. In 2017, 
Afghanistan also continued to see increases in metham-
phetamine seizures, in addition to detecting new clandes-
tine laboratories manufacturing that substance on its 
territory.

676. In 2018, Afghanistan began to develop the new 
Afghan-led counter-narcotics strategy, intended to pro-
vide a comprehensive, coordinated and results-based 
shared approach to tackling the drug problem through 
enhanced regional efforts, and adopted new counter- 
narcotics legislation. The Board reiterates that, while it 
understands the challenges faced in the country and 
acknowledges the efforts made by the Government and 
the people of Afghanistan, curtailing the country’s illicit 
drug economy should be prioritized as part of the efforts 
to achieve sustainable development in the country, and 
acknowledges that it is a global shared responsibility to 
address that challenge through local, national, regional 
and international efforts. 

677. Instability and armed conflicts across the Middle 
East continued to facilitate trafficking in narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in the subregion. Counterfeit 
“captagon” has become a drug of choice in war zones in 
the Middle East and potentially serves as a source of 
income for terrorist and insurgency groups. Lebanon con-
tinues to be a source of cannabis resin seized globally, 
and its production continued to increase. There are indi-
cations that Iraq is also gaining importance for illicit drug 
cultivation and production, including heroin manufacture 
and opium poppy and cannabis plant cultivation. In 
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addition, drug trafficking and abuse in the Basra region 
of Iraq, which borders Iran (Islamic Republic of) and 
Kuwait, has seen substantial increases in recent years. 
Many countries in the Middle East also continued to 
observe trafficking and abuse of the prescription drug 
tramadol, a synthetic opioid not under international con-
trol, and there are indications that terrorist groups may 
also be involved in its trafficking in that subregion.

678. Most countries in Central Asia reported the emer-
gence of a growing number of new psychoactive sub-
stances. The countries in the subregion are taking 
legislative and institutional measures to address that 
problem, but those efforts remain piecemeal and uneven 
across the whole subregion, leaving loopholes in the con-
trol mechanisms that are exploited by traffickers. Some 
countries in the subregion are facing increased abuse of 
synthetic cannabinoids, which are gradually replacing 
heroin and opium as the main drugs of choice, especially 
among young people. 

2. Regional cooperation

679. The 10th Review Meeting of the Memorandum of 
Understanding on Subregional Drug Control Cooperation, 
a meeting of ministers and senior officials from the five 
Central Asian States (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan), as well as Azerbaijan and 
the Russian Federation and the Aga Khan Development 
Network, took place in Astana on 31 October 2017. As 
an outcome of the meeting, a declaration was adopted 
underlining the threats posed by trafficking in and the 
abuse of illicit substances, in particular for children and 
young people, and noting with concern that an increased 
level of illicit cultivation and production of drugs in 
Afghanistan represented an immediate threat to the sub-
region and required enhanced cooperation and compre-
hensive measures. The parties to the Memorandum of 
Understanding underlined the important role played by 
CARICC in strengthening regional cooperation on drug 
control, including by facilitating intelligence-sharing and 
joint operational activities to address drug trafficking.

680. The International Conference on Security and 
Sustainable Development in Central Asia was organized 
by the Government of Uzbekistan under the auspices of 
the United Nations and in cooperation with the United 
Nations Regional Centre for Preventive Diplomacy for 
Central Asia and UNODC, and held in Samarkand, 
Uzbekistan, on 10 and 11 November 2017. The Conference 
brought together high-level representatives of the United 
Nations, the European Union, the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, SCO, the 

Commonwealth of Independent States, the Central Asian 
States, Afghanistan, China, India, Iran (Islamic Republic 
of), Japan, Pakistan, the Russian Federation, the Republic 
of Korea, Turkey and the United States, as well as scien-
tists, public figures and representatives of the mass media. 
The Conference adopted a communiqué encouraging the 
Heads of the Central Asian States to hold regular consul-
tative meetings to maintain an open dialogue and develop 
mutually acceptable approaches on contemporary regional 
issues, including drug trafficking and abuse, and called 
for increased cooperation between the Central Asian 
States, UNODC and INTERPOL to counter drug 
trafficking.

681. In December 2017, the meeting of the Council of 
CARICC adopted the CARICC Strategy for 2018–2022. 
In 2017, CARICC facilitated several joint operations, 
including counter-narcotics operations, and long-term 
multilateral subregional operations such as Operation 
Reflex, a subregional operation for countering new psy-
choactive substances, and Operation Substitute, a sub-
regional operation for countering precursors. Additionally, 
a joint multilateral container control operation was suc-
cessfully completed. As a result, the activities of two 
transnational criminal groups engaged in the distribution 
of synthetic drugs over the Internet were interdicted, a 
number of persons were arrested and various illicit  
substances such as heroin, opium, cannabis resin and  
synthetic drugs were seized.

682. The States members of the Collective Security 
Treaty Organization, namely Armenia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Russian Federation and 
Tajikistan, carried out two large-scale joint operations in 
2017 to counter drug trafficking and associated money-
laundering. As a result of those subregional operations, 
more than 20 tons of controlled substances were seized, 
including 16 tons of opium and 1.5 tons of cannabis resin, 
as well as a substantial number of firearms and 
ammunition.

683. In May 2018, the Secretariat of SCO held a Meeting 
of the Senior Officials of the SCO Member States’ 
Counter-Narcotics Agencies in Beijing. At the event, 
which involved all eight member States, participants dis-
cussed the drug control situation in the subregion and 
avenues for streamlining practical measures for counter-
narcotics cooperation.

684. On 8 March 2018, the Security Council adopted 
resolution 2405 (2018), extending the mandate of 
UNAMA until 17 March 2019. In the same resolution, 
the Council expressed its deep concern about the signif-
icant increase in the illicit cultivation and production of 
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and trade and trafficking in drugs in Afghanistan, which 
significantly contributed to the financial resources of the 
Taliban and its associates and could also benefit Al-Qaida 
and ISIL and its affiliates, and encouraged the Government 
of Afghanistan, supported by the international commu-
nity and regional partners, to intensify its efforts to 
address drug production and trafficking with a balanced 
and integrated approach, in accordance with the princi-
ple of common and shared responsibility. 

3.  National legislation, policy  
and action

685. In 2017, Saudi Arabia adopted executive regula-
tions on the chemical import and management system, 
which divided chemicals into seven lists, with a view to 
bringing those substances under control in line with 
international instruments.

686. With a view to further strengthening the drug con-
trol system through an integrated and balanced approach 
in line with the outcome document of the special session 
of the General Assembly on the world drug problem held 
in 2016, Turkey adopted a new national strategy docu-
ment and action plan on the fight against drugs for the 
period 2018–2023. The strategy covers areas such as the 
provision of services for the treatment of drug use disor-
ders, rehabilitation, social reintegration and drug use 
monitoring, as well as a wide range of measures related 
to justice and law enforcement.

687. In 2017, Kyrgyzstan adopted legislation decrimi-
nalizing certain minor drug-related offences, strength-
ened judicial oversight of investigations, moved the 
criminal justice system from an inquisitorial to a more 
adversarial model and promoted the social reintegration 
of offenders through the establishment of a new, socially 
oriented probation service to manage and oversee the 
application of alternatives to incarceration.

688. An interministerial working group was established 
in Afghanistan, led by the Ministry of Counter-Narcotics, 
on the development of a new counter-narcotics strategy 
with a strong component to promote regional coopera-
tion. In parallel to that initiative, UNODC, in close coor-
dination with the Government of Afghanistan, developed 
the document “Strategic actions to respond to the global 
threats of opiates”, to step up regional and interregional 
responses to counter illicit opium poppy cultivation and 

production, and address the connection between drugs, 
crime and terrorism.

689. Amendments to the Anti-Narcotics Act were 
adopted by the Parliament of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in August 2017 and approved by the Guardian Council 
in October of the same year. They replaced the punish-
ment for some drug-related offences that had previously 
carried the death penalty or life in prison, with a prison 
term of 25 to 30 years and fines. The amendments also 
raised the threshold for the quantity of drugs that would 
lead to the imposition of the death penalty, namely pos-
session of 50 kg of opium or 2 kg of heroin, compared 
with the previous threshold of 5 kg of opium or 30 g of 
heroin. Capital punishment was retained for serious 
drug-related offences, including those involving weapons 
or organized criminal groups, or if the offenders involved 
minors or mentally ill persons in the commission of the 
offences, as well as for repeat offences. The amendments 
have retroactive applicability, and in January 2018, a judi-
cial order was issued by the country’s Chief Justice that 
would allow for the commuting of the sentences of those 
on death row, based on their application.

690. The Government of Afghanistan adopted a new 
counter-narcotics law in February 2018. The law initiated a 
long-planned restructuring of the country’s drug control 
infrastructure, the goal of which is to give higher priority to 
drug control matters by associating them even more closely 
with the Office of the President of Afghanistan in order to 
improve coordination. The law is also more streamlined, as 
the offences contained in the recently adopted Penal Code 
of Afghanistan eliminate any duplication.

691. In February 2018, the new Penal Code of 
Afghanistan, which had been adopted in March 2017, 
came into force, replacing the Penal Code of 1976. 
According to UNAMA, for the first time, Afghanistan has 
a comprehensive criminal code complying with inter-
national treaty obligations in criminal justice and incor-
porating modern best practices in criminology. UNODC 
and UNAMA were among the international agencies that 
provided assistance to Afghanistan in drafting the new 
Penal Code. The new Code is aimed at improving 
Afghanistan’s compliance with international human rights 
and criminal justice standards, as well as with provisions 
of the United Nations Convention against Corruption and 
the United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime and its three protocols. The new Code 
also incorporates the requirements of the Rome Statute 
of the International Criminal Court covering war crimes, 
crimes against humanity and genocide, and establishes 
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command responsibility for those who fail to prevent or 
punish subordinates who commit crimes covered by the 
Rome Statute.

692. UNODC, jointly with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Livestock and the Ministry of Counter-
Narcotics of Afghanistan and the Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs of the United 
States, non-governmental organizations and various min-
istries, launched a new alternative development pro-
gramme (Boost Alternative Development Interventions 
through Licit Livelihoods (BADILL)) in November 2017. 
The project is being implemented in 13 provinces of 
Afghanistan and aims to reach 50,000 households in four 
years, focusing on increasing sustainable production and 
the income of Afghan farmers.

693. In June 2018, six mobile inter-agency teams for 
countering trafficking in drugs were launched in 
Uzbekistan. The teams comprise officers from the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs, the State Security Service and the State 
Customs Committee. UNODC handed over 30 vehicles 
and a range of specialized equipment to national  
authorities to support the mobile teams. The initiative has 
been supported at the highest level, through the resolu-
tion of the President of Uzbekistan adopted in June 2017 
dedicated to implementation of the activities.

694. On 30 July 2018, the Constitutional Court of 
Georgia ruled that imposition of administrative  
punishment for non-medical consumption of cannabis 
was unconstitutional, as it would violate the right of the 
person to “free development”. The Court ruled that the 
consumption of cannabis would still be illegal if it  
presented “a threat to third persons”, including consump-
tion in schools, certain public spaces and public trans-
portation, or in the proximity of children and minors. 
The Inter-Agency Coordinating Council for Combating 
Drug Abuse, chaired by the Minister of Justice, is  
working on the legislative amendments to implement the 
decision of the Constitutional Court.

695. In October 2017, Azerbaijan adopted changes to 
its criminal legislation removing criminal penalties for 
minor drug offences committed by drug-dependent per-
sons who had not committed any other offences and were 
prepared to undergo treatment. In addition, in November 
2017, the country revised its administrative code to 
strengthen sanctions for trafficking in precursors.

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

696. Heroin supply from Afghanistan to destination 
markets seems to have remained stable over recent years 
through the end of 2016, despite the substantial fluctua-
tions in the annual amounts of opium poppy cultivation 
in Afghanistan. This could be observed on the basis of 
heroin seizures along the major trafficking routes as well 
as the prices of heroin and its use in destination markets 
during that period. According to UNODC, in order to 
ensure the stability of supply, heroin may have been manu-
factured using opium from different harvests, depending 
on the existence of opium inventories and market  
strategies. More recent price data (up to June 2018) 
showed significant declines in opium prices in Afghanistan 
as opium production in the country soared in 2017. 
Heroin prices in Afghanistan, in contrast, remained 
largely stable in 2017 and in the first half of 2018. This 
suggests that increased opium production has not yet 
resulted in massive increases in heroin manufacture in 
Afghanistan.

697. The main trafficking route for opiates originating 
in Afghanistan remains the Balkan route, accounting for 
37 per cent of global heroin seizures in 2016, which runs 
through the Islamic Republic of Iran, Turkey and the 
Balkan countries to destination markets in Western and 
Central Europe. Authorities in Turkey believe that signif-
icant increases in heroin seizures, coupled with an 
increase in acetic anhydride seizures on its territory, may 
indicate that increased amounts of heroin could have 
been entering European drug markets in the period 
2017–2018. Turkey seized 17.7 tons of heroin in 2017 and 
5.5 tons in 2016. Almost 9.5 tons of heroin were seized 
between January and June 2018. Turkey also seized 933 kg 
of opium in 2017 and 337 kg in 2016. In 2017 and early 
2018, Turkey reported increased use of trucks with 
Iranian number plates arriving from the Islamic Republic 
of Iran to traffic substantial amounts of heroin into 
Turkey in transit to destination markets in Europe. In 
addition, according to its analysis, Turkey concluded that 
the opium seized on its territory was destined for illicit 
markets in Australia, Canada and the United States.

698. Some of the heroin seized in Europe transited 
Pakistan, trafficked directly from that country by air or 
sea to Europe. At the same time, opiates are being traf-
ficked from Pakistan to the Islamic Republic of Iran for 
trafficking to European markets along the Balkan route. 
The vast majority of morphine and heroin seized in the 
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Islamic Republic of Iran entered the country from 
Pakistan. Pakistan seized 24.4 tons of heroin in 2017 com-
pared with 23.1 tons in 2016, and it saw a reduction in 
opium seizures, from 64.6 tons in 2016 to 40 tons in 2017. 
Seizures of opium and heroin in the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in 2017 saw a slight increase relative to 2016 levels 
(436.6 tons of opium seized in 2017 compared with  
475 tons seized in 2016; and 23.7 tons of heroin seized 
in 2017 compared with 21 tons seized in 2016).

699. In 2017, Afghan opiates continued to be trafficked 
along a sub-branch of the Balkan route, going from the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to the Southern Caucasus, then 
to Ukraine via the Black Sea towards Eastern Europe.

700. There has been an increase in the use of air routes 
to smuggle heroin out of Afghanistan. In response to that 
development, the Government of Afghanistan established 
the Airport Interdiction Unit at Hamid Karzai International 
Airport. The Unit reported that in 2017, 191 smugglers 
had been arrested at the country’s international airports, 
with seizures of heroin totalling 140 kg. The smugglers 
were bound almost exclusively for New Delhi.

701. Central Asian States located along the northern 
route continued to be used for heroin trafficking from 
Afghanistan to the markets in the Russian Federation 
and, to a more limited extent, in Belarus and Lithuania. 
There were individual incidents in China of seizures of 
heroin trafficked from Central Asian countries.

702. The main modes of transportation used in smug-
gling heroin from Central Asia into the Russian Federation 
remain road, rail and air traffic. Increased economic inte-
gration through the Eurasian Customs Union could 
potentially create a risk of increased drug trafficking 
among Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and the Russian 
Federation. The simplification of customs requirements 
and the easing of border control measures would enable 
the increased movement of goods and services but may 
also create additional risks of drug trafficking in that 
subregion.

703. At the same time, most countries in Central Asia 
report either stable or declining levels of trafficking in 
opiates through their territories, and those reports are 
supported by the overall decline in seizures of opiates and 
a reduction in heroin use in recent years. However, it is 
unclear whether this means that the flow through the 
northern route has diminished, because there are only 
limited data on average heroin purity, prices and daily 
consumption and insufficient estimates of opiate users 
and assessments of trafficking methods.

704. Opiate seizures in Central Asia are concentrated in 
Tajikistan, where, it is assumed, most of the drugs cross 
the border from Afghanistan through the northern route, 
destined for markets in the Russian Federation and else-
where in Europe. The average annual heroin seizure in 
the period 2013–2017 was highest in Kazakhstan (391 kg), 
followed by Tajikistan (338 kg) and Kyrgyzstan (229 kg), 
while Uzbekistan (99 kg) and Turkmenistan (3 kg) had 
lower averages, which could indicate that drug traffickers 
prefer the branch of the drug trafficking route that runs 
through Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan. Annual 
heroin seizures in the subregion decreased by 34 per cent 
in 2017 compared with 2016. Opium seizures were  
stable at around 2.3 tons in Central Asia between 2013 
and 2017.

705. There is limited opium poppy cultivation and pro-
duction in Central Asia, as over 99 per cent of opiates in 
the subregion originate in Afghanistan. The law enforce-
ment agencies of the Central Asian countries reported 
that there were no production facilities in the subregion 
for converting opium into heroin and that all opiates 
transiting Central Asia were processed in Afghanistan or 
elsewhere.

706. Another route for trafficking in Afghan opiates, 
which accounts for about 9 per cent of opiates trafficked 
to Europe, is the southern route, which runs from 
Afghanistan to Pakistan for trafficking onward by air and 
sea through Gulf countries and East Africa to markets in 
Europe. At the same time, illicit drugs are being trafficked 
from Afghanistan to India and other countries in South 
Asia, destined for markets in Europe and North America.

707. In May 2018, the Ministry of Counter-Narcotics of 
Afghanistan and UNODC released the report devoted to 
sustainable development, peace and security of the 
Afghanistan Opium Survey 2017. According to that report, 
a substantial increase in potential opium production in 
2017, of almost 87 per cent, reaching a record 9,000 tons, 
resulted in the growth of the illicit opiate economy. The 
total gross value of the opiate economy in 2017 was esti-
mated at between $4.1 billion and $6.6 billion, which is 
the equivalent of 20–32 per cent of the country’s gross 
domestic product, and the farm-gate value of opium pro-
duction was $1.4 billion. The value of the opiate econ-
omy81 was much higher than the value of the country’s 
licit exports of goods and services in 2016. Political 

81 The value of the opiate economy (gross) is the sum of the value of 
the domestic market and the value of opiates believed to be exported,  
including the value of the imported precursor substance acetic anhydride 
(see UNODC and Ministry of Counter-Narcotics of Afghanistan,  
Afghanistan Opium Survey 2017: Challenges to Sustainable Development, 
Peace and Security (Kabul, 2018), p. 5).
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instability, lack of government control and poor security 
have been found to be the main drivers of illicit cultiva-
tion. It is believed that the Taliban and anti-government, 
insurgent and powerful local power-holders have contin-
ued to benefit from “opium taxes” on the farm-gate value 
of opium production, amounting to an estimated total of 
$74 million in 2017. At the same time, opium poppy has 
become a substantial component of the livelihoods not 
only of farmers but also of the people of many commu-
nities in Afghanistan who engage in cultivation, work in 
poppy fields or play a role in the illicit drug trade.

708. According to the above-mentioned report, the 
reduction of illicit crop cultivation depends on the 
achievement of broader development goals, such as well-
established and strong State institutions for effective gov-
ernance, and functioning social protection mechanisms. 
The report concludes that addressing the opiate problem 
in Afghanistan remains a shared responsibility requiring 
a global approach that targets all stages of the supply 
chain of opiates, from source to destination.

709. Saudi Arabia reported that, in 2017, it had wit-
nessed an increase in the smuggling of illicit substances 
through express mail. The country attributes this trend to 
the weakness of the procedures of inspection and verifi-
cation in the countries of origin. In addition, the coun-
try reported the continuation of the trend of people 
hiding drugs inside their bodies. The country also wit-
nessed an increase in trafficking in heroin through its ter-
ritory, with 106 kg of the substance seized in 2017 and 
60 kg seized in 2016.

710. There is small-scale illicit cannabis plant cultiva-
tion and large areas of wild cannabis growth in Central 
Asia. Cannabis is produced primarily for local consump-
tion, with a lesser portion trafficked to markets in Europe 
and the Russian Federation. Central Asian law enforce-
ment agencies seized over 36 tons of cannabis and more 
than 4 tons of cannabis resin in 2017. Since only limited 
information is available on seizures of cannabis and can-
nabis resin of Afghanistan, it is not possible to accurately 
estimate the full scale of trafficking in these substances 
along the northern route. Tajikistan was responsible for 
55 per cent of total cannabis resin seizures in the sub-
region in 2017.82 In 2017, as in the previous year, the por-
tion of cannabis and cannabis resin seizures in the total 
volume of seized drugs was highest in Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, while most of the seized drugs 
in Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were opiates.

82 Domestic cannabis resin production is much less in Tajikistan than 
in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan.

711. In the Southern Caucasus, comprising Azerbaijan, 
Armenia and Georgia, cannabis seizures continued to 
increase over the period 2013–2017, while cannabis resin 
seizures for the same period continued to decline. Both 
those trends have been driven mainly by the drug seizure 
statistics reported by Azerbaijan.

712. The production of cannabis resin in Afghanistan is 
on the rise. Afghanistan has been reported to UNODC 
as the source of seized cannabis resin by 19 per cent of 
countries that reported the source of seized cannabis resin 
in the period 2012–2016, in particular in Central Asia, 
the Southern Caucasus and Europe. For 2016, Afghanistan 
reported a doubling of cannabis resin seizures, to 352 tons, 
and, thus, for the first time ever, was the country with 
the largest total cannabis resin seizures worldwide. In 
December 2017, the NATO Special Operations Command 
issued a press release that reported the seizure of 34 tons 
of raw cannabis resin and 300 kg of processed cannabis 
resin in Afghanistan during a raid carried out jointly with 
the National Interdiction Unit of the Afghan National 
Police. According to NATO, those raids were aimed at 
addressing the sources of income of the Taliban; the con-
fiscated cannabis resin would have represented $5.6 mil-
lion in potential revenue for the Taliban.

713. Lebanon also continues to be a source of cannabis 
resin seized globally, with 7 per cent of reporting coun-
tries identifying Lebanon as the source of cannabis resin 
seized on their territory. Prolonged conflict in the Middle 
East has contributed to the continued increase in produc-
tion in Lebanon. Farmers reported that their trade has 
grown by 50 per cent since 2012, because Lebanese 
authorities have had to focus their efforts on ensuring 
border security. Lebanese authorities seized 15 tons of 
cannabis resin in June 2018, which was intended for 
smuggling from Lebanon to Libya and then to Egypt. As 
far as cannabis is concerned, official data available to the 
Board suggest a partial reduction in seizures of cannabis 
in Lebanon, from 7.6 tons in 2016 to 6.3 tons in 2017. 

714. The reporting period has seen more reports of traf-
ficking in and, more importantly, the illicit production of 
drugs in Iraq, further confirming earlier indications of a 
shift towards illicit drug production in the country. There 
have been reports of illicit opium poppy and cannabis 
plant cultivation in the country. There have also been 
indications that heroin is being produced in northern 
Iraq, indications that are supported by the increase 
observed in the amount of seized heroin being moved in 
the direction of Turkey and the considerable amounts of 
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acetic anhydride destined for Iraq seized in the western 
border region of Turkey.

715. Drug trafficking and abuse in the Basra region of 
Iraq, which borders Iran (Islamic Republic of) and 
Kuwait, have increased substantially in recent years. Since 
late 2014, arrests for drug trafficking and drug use have 
nearly doubled in Basra as compared with the period 
2011–2014. Large amounts of drugs are being seized in 
containers at Basra ports and border crossings. 

716. Kuwait witnessed substantial increases in cannabis 
trafficking into or through its territory, as evidenced by the 
seizure of 4 tons of cannabis in 2017, compared with the 
1.2 tons seized in 2016. The same trend was observed in 
Bahrain, where 324 kg of cannabis was seized in 2017, 
compared with the 134 kg seized in the country in 2016. 
Turkey saw substantial increases in trafficking in cannabis 
resin, seizing 81 tons in 2017, compared with 36 tons in 
2016. At the same time, Turkey seized less cannabis in 
2017, namely 94 tons, whereas in 2016 it had seized 110 tons. 
Turkey witnessed a significant increase in trafficking in 
“skunk”, a highly potent form of cannabis, resulting in  
6.5 tons of that substance being seized in 2017, a fourfold 
increase from the previous year. The quantities of “skunk” 
seized in Turkey originated in Europe (mostly the 
Netherlands) and had been smuggled from Central and 
South-Eastern European countries, in particular Greece.

717. According to UNODC, the quantity of cocaine 
seized in West Asia doubled in 2016. Most cocaine seized 
in the region seems to have departed from or transited 
through Brazil. There were also some major incidents of 
cocaine trafficking in the period 2017–2018. In January 
2018, customs officers at Hamad International Airport in 
Doha seized 7.25 kg of cocaine from a passenger arriv-
ing on a direct flight from Latin America. Reports relat-
ing to another incident of a seizure of cocaine at the 
international airport in Bali, Indonesia, in March 2018 
suggest that Hamad International Airport in Doha was 
used as a transit point for the smuggling of that drug 
from Colombia. The United Arab Emirates has also been 
often used as a transit point for trafficking in cocaine in 
the region; countries in Asia, including Israel, were cited 
as the main destinations. Saudi Arabia witnessed a par-
tial reduction in seizures of cocaine on its territory, from 
842 kg in 2016 to 520 kg in 2017. 

718. Turkey saw a substantial increase in seizures of 
cocaine in its territory: 1.5 tons of cocaine were seized in 
2017, compared with 845 kg in 2016. Turkey reported 
that Istanbul Atatürk Airport had frequently been used 
for trafficking in cocaine that had arrived directly from 
South American countries, such as Brazil, Colombia and 

Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), or that had transited 
through African countries, such as Nigeria and South 
Africa. Similarly, Pakistan saw a substantial increase in 
seizures of cocaine, equalling 415 kg in 2017 compared 
with 231 kg in 2016. 

719. The total area under opium poppy cultivation in 
Afghanistan in 2018 was estimated at 263,000 ha, repre-
senting a 20 per cent decrease from 2017, when 328,000 
ha had been used for opium poppy cultivation. According 
to the Afghanistan Opium Survey 2018, that decrease 
could be attributed to the severe drought that has affected 
Afghanistan, especially in the northern and western 
regions of the country. The survey suggests that, follow-
ing a fall in the farm-gate prices of dry opium in 2017, 
there was a substantial drop in such prices in 2018, which 
hit their lowest level since 2004. In addition, it was esti-
mated that potential opium production was about  
6,400 tons in 2018, compared with 9,000 tons in 2017, 
representing a decrease of 29 per cent. 

720. Most (69 per cent) of opium poppy cultivation 
continued to take place in the southern region of the 
country, followed by the western region (12 per cent). The 
eastern and northern regions accounted for 8 per cent 
and 7 per cent of total cultivation, respectively. Despite 
the decrease in 2018, the area under opium poppy culti-
vation remained at very high levels in 2018, and was in 
fact at the second highest level since 1994, when the  
monitoring of illicit crop cultivation began. 

(b) Psychotropic substances

721. According to the UNODC “Central Asia synthetic 
drugs situation assessment 2017”, seizures of amphetamine-
type stimulants in Central Asia have remained at relatively 
low levels compared with other drugs. “Ecstasy” appears 
to be the most prevalent amphetamine-type stimulant 
appearing in use and trafficking data, and there have been 
sporadic reports of methamphetamine trafficking and 
manufacture over the years. It appears that the countries 
of the subregion do not have local illicit manufacture of 
amphetamine-type stimulants. It also appears that the sub-
region is used mainly as a transit point for trafficking in 
such stimulants, for example, from the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and from European countries (Germany, in particular) 
to Asia. Amphetamine-type stimulants are also being  
trafficked between the Russian Federation and Central 
Asian countries, such as Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 
Finally, the collection of data on amphetamine-type  
stimulants in the subregion is not comprehensive and 
remains sporadic due to the limited analytical capacities 
and varying drug control priorities in the subregion.
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722. In a reverse of the trend reported the previous year, 
the Islamic Republic of Iran witnessed a 30 per cent 
increase in methamphetamine seizures in 2017, a total of 
2.3 tons, compared with 1.7 tons in 2016. Armenia con-
tinued to seize increasing amounts of methamphetamine, 
reported to have been trafficked into the country mainly 
from the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

723. Instability and conflicts in the Middle East, cou-
pled with a lack of effective interdiction capacities, con-
tinued to contribute to trafficking in counterfeit 
“captagon”83 in the subregion. According to various 
reports, including from the scientific community, it has 
become a drug of choice in war zones in the Middle East, 
given its use in combat situations. In addition, the lack 
of control and monitoring has led to an increase in the 
manufacture of “captagon” tablets in certain countries in 
the Middle East, potentially serving as a source of income 
for the terrorist and insurgency groups in the 
subregion. 

724. Although official data on trafficking in “captagon” 
remain scarce, there has been some media coverage of 
certain notable seizures. In two separate incidents, in 
January and March 2018, customs authorities of Saudi 
Arabia foiled attempts to smuggle “captagon” tablets into 
the country. A total of about 6.3 million tablets of the 
substance were recovered during those operations at the 
border with Jordan. Jordan, for the first time, dismantled 
a clandestine laboratory manufacturing “captagon”, and 
95 per cent of the substance manufactured was destined 
for markets in neighbouring countries. Saudi Arabia also 
reported that “captagon” seized in 2017 originated in 
India and had transited Egypt with Saudi Arabia as its 
destination. Saudi Arabia has also seen an increase in traf-
ficking in methamphetamine into its territory. In 2017, 
the United Arab Emirates seized 45 million tablets of 
“captagon”. Turkey reported that it continued to be used 
as a transit country for trafficking in “captagon” manu-
factured or marketed in the Middle East, particularly in 
the Syrian Arab Republic, including by terrorist and 
insurgency groups. Some 599 bags of “captagon” were 
seized by law enforcement officers in the Basra region of 
Iraq, near the Kuwaiti border, in November 2017, from 
what is believed to be one of the largest smuggling  
operations in recent years.

83 Captagon was originally the official trade name of a pharmaceuti-
cal preparation containing the substance fenetylline, a synthetic stimu-
lant. As encountered in seizures across West Asia today and referred to in 
the present report, “captagon” is a counterfeit drug compressed into pills 
or tablets that are similar in appearance but distinct in composition from 
the earlier pharmaceutical preparation Captagon. The active ingredient in 
counterfeit “captagon” is amphetamine, which is typically cut with multi-
ple adulterants such as caffeine and other substances.

725. The amounts of methamphetamine seized have 
continued to increase in Afghanistan, with 121 kg seized 
in 2017. In addition, three methamphetamine manufac-
turing laboratories were dismantled in 2017. Afghanistan 
also seized 2,322 MDMA tablets in 2017. Tajikistan 
reported that, in 2017, it had seized 7.5 kg of powdery 
methamphetamine (no seizure of such substance had 
been recorded in the country since 2012), believed to 
have been smuggled into the country from Afghanistan.

(c) Precursor chemicals

726. Central Asian country borders with China and 
Afghanistan make the subregion particularly vulnerable 
to trafficking in precursors. Because of the substantial 
amounts of precursors needed for opium processing, 
especially in the recent years of record cultivation levels 
in Afghanistan, the precursors must be shipped in large 
volumes. Since large consignments of precursors cannot 
be moved over many mountainous borders, they must 
instead be trafficked by established roads and railways, in 
order to be shipped in large volumes. However, informa-
tion available on precursor trafficking in Central Asia is 
insufficient to estimate the scale of that trafficking, since 
no movements have been detected in the past decade.

727. Central Asian countries and Azerbaijan continued 
to carry out seizures of precursors on their territories, not 
all of which were intended for the manufacture of illicit 
drugs but which were used or imported for other pur-
poses without appropriate authorization. Azerbaijan 
seized 5.5 kg of potassium permanganate in eight sepa-
rate seizures in 2017, mostly smuggled from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The precursors were packed in plastic 
bags or put in glass bottles. Also in 2017, Kazakhstan 
seized 5.48 litres of precursors, while Kyrgyzstan seized 
more than 1.1 tons of hydrochloric acid and 1.7 tons of 
sulfuric acid. In the same year, Tajikistan carried out 10 
seizures of sulfuric acid, totalling 876 kg, which were in 
production shops and intended for the refuelling of car 
batteries and not for the illicit manufacture of drugs. 
Uzbekistan seized 23 litres of acetone and 3.6 kg of  
potassium permanganate in 2017.

728. The Counter-Narcotics Police of Afghanistan con-
tinue to emphasize that precursors were mainly trafficked 
through Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Pakistan. 
Smugglers were also developing new methods of trans-
porting precursors into Afghanistan, such as concealing 
them among consumer goods or among other licit chem-
icals (engine oil and antifreeze). At the same time, Turkey 
reported a significant increase in seizures of acetic anhy-
dride, a key precursor used to produce heroin, totalling 
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over 23,000 litres in 2017, compared with 1,588 litres in 
2016. Between January and June 2018, over 34,000 litres 
of acetic anhydride were seized, indicating a further surge 
in trafficking in that precursor. The authorities in Turkey 
reported that acetic anhydride seized in the country 
mostly originated in Central and Western Europe (mostly 
Germany and the Netherlands) and transited Turkey on 
the way to Iran (Islamic Republic of) and Iraq.

729. Seizures of precursors in Afghanistan continued to 
increase, as the country seized 53,046 kg of solid precur-
sor chemicals and 77,272 litres of liquid precursor chem-
icals in 2017. The operations also resulted in the 
dismantling of 50 heroin laboratories. This could be 
another explanation of the steady heroin prices in 2017 
despite the record opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. 
A comprehensive review of the situation with respect to 
the control of precursors in the region can be found in 
the report of the Board for 2018 on the implementation 
of article 12 of the 1988 Convention.

(d)  Substances not under  
international control

730. There is still relatively limited information availa-
ble on trafficking in and abuse of new psychoactive sub-
stances in most countries of West Asia owing to the lack 
of monitoring and analysis capacities in the countries of 
the region. 

731. The “Central Asia synthetic drugs situation  
assessment 2017”, published by UNODC in December 
2017 provides some of the latest available information on 
synthetic drugs in Central Asia, including new psychoactive 
substances. Almost all countries in the subregion reported 
the emergence of a growing number of new psychoactive 
substances, indicating that the subregion is linked to 
international trafficking in these substances. 

732. Between 2013 and 2016, a total of 58 new psycho-
active substances were reported by the authorities of 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. More 
than 43 per cent of reported new psychoactive substances 
were synthetic cathinones, with synthetic cannabinoids 
accounting for 38 per cent and phenethylamines making 
up 10 per cent of the total new psychoactive substances 
reported. Ketamine and phencyclidine-type substances, 
tryptamines, piperazines, aminoindanes and other new 
psychoactive substances were reported only once by 
countries in the subregion. While only one new psycho-
active substance was reported in the subregion (by 
Tajikistan) in 2013 and another (by Kazakhstan) in 2014, 
the number of new psychoactive substances reported 

increased to 31 in 2015 and to 48 in 2016. The trend is 
mainly dictated by dynamics in Kazakhstan, which 
reported an increase from 1 new psychoactive substances 
in 2014, to 21 in 2015 and 38 in 2016. Uzbekistan also 
observed an increase, from 3 new psychoactive sub-
stances in 2015 to 8 reported in 2016. Kyrgyzstan reported 
the emergence of new psychoactive substances for the 
first time in 2015. Tajikistan has reported the emergence 
of two or fewer new psychoactive substances annually 
since 2013.

733. The Central Asian subregion borders countries 
with dynamic markets for synthetic drugs, such as China, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) and the Russian Federation, 
which could further stimulate the growth of this market 
in the subregion. For example, between 2013 and 2014, 
Kazakhstan reported seizures of synthetic cannabinoids 
smuggled by post, which were believed to have originated 
in China. The Russian Federation reported seizing new 
psychoactive substances that had been trafficked from or 
were to be trafficked to Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 
Although the countries in the subregion are taking steps 
and legislative measures and are improving their forensic 
capabilities to address new psychoactive substances, these 
efforts remain uneven across the whole subregion. This 
development argues in favour of the adoption of a com-
prehensive regional approach to the issue by strengthen-
ing regional cooperation and information exchange, 
including through the possible establishment of a sub-
regional early warning mechanism.

734. In 2017, Jordan put the following substances under 
control; AB-FUBINACA, N-ethylpentylone and pregabalin 
and its preparations. Saudi Arabia put carfentanil under 
control. Armenia put pregabalin under national control in 
2017. In May 2017, Turkey put 138 central nervous system 
depressants under national control owing to a recent 
increase in the number of those new psychoactive sub-
stances, and in August of the same year a further 31 new 
substances were put under control in the country.

735. Many countries in the Middle East continued to 
observe trafficking in and abuse of tramadol, a synthetic 
opioid not under international control. In February 2018, 
law enforcement authorities in Saudi Arabia dismantled an 
operation to smuggle 35,600 tramadol tablets. In 
November 2017, authorities in Italy seized 24 million trama-
dol tablets worth about €50 million euros in the Calabrian 
port of Gioia Tauro, en route to Libya from India, which 
were suspected of being destined for sale by ISIL to its 
fighters in North Africa and the Middle East. Increased 
misuse of and trafficking in tramadol have also been 
observed in Iraq, especially in the Basra region. There are 
also reports of tramadol that has possibly been adulterated 
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to produce a stronger psychoactive effect being smuggled 
alongside other drugs to the Gaza Strip, in the State of 
Palestine, through the tunnels that had been dug along the 
Egyptian border, leading to widespread abuse of and addic-
tion to that substance among young people. Despite report-
ing a drop in 2017 in overall trafficking in drugs into or 
through its territory, possibly owing to a blockage enforced 
by some countries in the subregion, Qatar intercepted a 
boat that was coming from the United Arab Emirates car-
rying 1.8 million tramadol tablets. There have been many 
reports of smuggling and abuse of tramadol in the Syrian 
Arab Republic, and of unregulated pharmacies in some 
parts of the country that are contributing to the widespread 
abuse of the substance.

5. Abuse and treatment

736. Most countries in the region continue to face prob-
lems with the availability of resources for conducting 
comprehensive and regular drug abuse surveys, making 
it difficult to assess the extent and trends in drug abuse 
in the region. 

737. Only a few individual country reports provide 
information on the drug abuse situation, and even that 
information is limited. Increased use of crystalline meth-
amphetamine was reported in Iraq for 2017. Kazakhstan 
reported that there is a growing trend of referrals to medi-
cal treatment of persons, mainly below 30 years of age, for 
abuse of synthetic cannabinoids, especially in its largest 
cities. Uzbekistan witnessed increased cases of con-
sumption of synthetic cannabinoids and pharmaceutical 
preparations, such as tramadol, nalbuphine (an opioid 
analgesic), zopiclone (a non-benzodiazepine hypnotic 
agent), tropicamide (a medication used to dilate the pupil 
and help with the examination of the eye, but prone to 
abuse by injection as a recreational drug), baclofen (a 
medication used to treat spasticity) and pregabalin in 2017 
among men aged 25 to 39 years old. Saudi Arabia reported 
an increase in the spread and abuse of methamphetamine, 
pregabalin and cannabis in the country in 2017.

738. According to media reports, the Ministry of Health 
of Afghanistan estimated that there were between 900,000 
and 1 million female drug addicts in the country, out of 
a total female population of 14.4 million, a prevalence rate 
that is three times that in 2010. According to statements 
from female drug users themselves, they have become 
addicted to illicit substances because of the influence of 
their spouses. They return to their drug use behaviour 
when they reunite with their families after treatment in 
rehabilitation/treatment centres in Afghanistan. One of 
the reasons for the consumption of and addiction to 

opium is the use of the substance as an unprescribed med-
icine for pain or small injuries, a practice that has been 
ongoing for centuries in the country. Opium is sometimes 
also given to children as a sedative.

739. UNODC observed that the highest prevalence of 
HIV among people who inject drugs is in South-West 
Asia, which has a rate that is 2.4 times the global average. 
South-West Asia, together with Eastern and South-Eastern 
Europe, account for 49 per cent of the total number of 
people who inject drugs worldwide living with HIV.

740. In November 2017, an assessment of illicit drug 
use (non-prescription drugs) was released in the State of 
Palestine, updating the previous 11-year-old data on drug 
abuse. In addition, UNODC is supporting the Ministry 
of Health of the State of Palestine in developing a com-
prehensive drug dependence treatment and care system 
and facilitating the establishment of the National 
Rehabilitation Centre of the State of Palestine. The prob-
lem of drug use has in recent years been mainly spread-
ing among young people and women, especially among 
family members of current drug users. 

741. That assessment estimated that 1.8 per cent of the 
male population aged 15 years and older were high-risk 
drug users. Most of these high-risk drug users were liv-
ing in the northern and southern parts of the West Bank, 
as well as the Gaza Strip. In the Gaza Strip, tramadol was 
the most commonly used substance, followed by benzo-
diazepines and methamphetamine. In the study sample 
of high-risk users, 97 per cent of respondents in the Gaza 
Strip reported the non-medical use of tramadol, while in 
the West Bank, amphetamines were the most consumed 
substances, followed by cannabis, anticonvulsants (mainly 
pregabalin) and benzodiazepines. Of the 26,500 high-risk 
drug users, 1,188 inject drugs, of which 81 per cent had 
started using drugs before turning 18 years old. Among 
the high-risk drug users, 4.2 per cent were people who 
inject drugs. In Gaza, cocaine was mostly injected by the 
high-risk drug users, while in the southern and central 
parts of the West Bank, heroin was the main drug injected. 
There was also found to be a significant prevalence of 
cannabis and cannabis resin use, as well as use of anti-
depressants and painkillers in high doses (methadone, 
morphine, phencyclidine, barbiturates, benzodiazepines, 
etc.) in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

742. According to UNODC, Central Asian countries, as 
well as Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, have high prev-
alence rates of past-year use of opiates (heroin and opium) 
(0.9 per cent of the population aged 15 to 64 years) 
among opioid users, while misuse of pharmaceutical opi-
oids such as tramadol is more prevalent in the Middle 
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East, as reflected in the number of people in treatment 
for abuse of tramadol and the number of tramadol over-
dose deaths. There is also concern about the increasing 
number of countries reporting methamphetamine use, 
especially among opioid users in West Asia. Several coun-
tries in the region reported increases in heroin use in 
2016, in particular Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates, which could be due to an 
increase in trafficking in heroin from Afghanistan to 
those countries. In some other countries, including Israel, 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia, heroin use stabilized, and 
 stimulants abuse has been more prevalent. At the same 
time, based on available data for 2016, most countries in 
Central Asia have not yet been affected by the increase 
in Afghan heroin manufacture.

743. In general, synthetic drug use is not widespread in 
Central Asia, primarily due to economic factors, but is 
becoming more common because of the heroin deficit 
(i.e., more demand than supply) and the improvement of 
economic conditions in the subregion. Although a  
thorough assessment of this matter is required, the 
improvement of economic conditions, a developed licit 
chemical industry in the subregion and the availability of 
the Ephedra plant, containing ephedrine, which is a  
precursor to methamphetamine that grows in the wild 
across the Central Asian region, might all potentially 
stimulate the illicit manufacture of methamphetamine in 
the subregion. 

D. Europe

1. Major developments

744. The European drug problem is increasingly influ-
enced by developments in the drug control situation in 
countries bordering the region and worldwide. In the 
global context, Europe is a producing region for canna-
bis (mostly for local consumption) and synthetic drugs 
(for both local consumption and onward trafficking to 
other parts of the world). The region continues to be a 
major market for drugs originating in and trafficked from 
other parts of the world, including South America, West 
Asia and North Africa.

745. A wide range of new psychoactive substances that 
emerged on the European market more than a decade 
ago continues to be supplied mainly from China. There 
have, however, also been reports of the manufacture and 
tableting of such substances within the region. In 2017, 

more than 670 new psychoactive substances were being 
monitored under the European Union Early Warning 
System. With a view to responding to the public health 
and social threats posed by new psychoactive substances, 
in 2017, the European Parliament and the Council of the 
European Union passed new legislation that brought such 
substances into the official definition of a “drug” at the 
European Union level and streamlined the procedures for 
responding to them.

746. Seizures of illicit drugs are an important indicator 
of the size of drug markets. According to EMCDDA, the 
number of drug seizures in the European Union exceeded 
1 million in 2016. Seizures of cannabis, by number, 
accounted for 71 per cent of all seizures, followed by 
cocaine (9 per cent), amphetamines (5 per cent), heroin 
(4 per cent), “ecstasy” (3 per cent) and other drugs (8 per 
cent). Most reported seizures involved small quantities of 
drugs seized from drug users.

747. The importance of online markets as platforms for 
the marketing and distribution of illicit drugs continued 
to grow in recent years. It is estimated that about two 
thirds of all purchases on over 100 global darknet mar-
kets identified by EMCDDA and Europol were drug-
related. The suppliers of illicit drugs operating in European 
Union member States, in particular Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom, accounted for 
almost one half of all drugs sold worldwide on 16 selected 
darknet markets that were monitored from 2011 to 2015. 

748. In the period 2016–2018, countries in the European 
Union became a major source of acetic anhydride seized 
within the region and in West Asia. The wider availability 
of acetic anhydride on the European black market could 
be one of the drivers of an emergence of illicit  heroin 
 laboratories, where morphine is converted into heroin, 
detected in several European Union member States.

749. Continued developments in drug use patterns and 
the need to provide treatment to drug-dependent persons 
increased the burden on national health systems in 
Europe. It is estimated that, in the European Union alone, 
over 1 million people receive treatment for drug-related 
problems every year. According to EMCDDA, in the last 
10 years, more than half of countries in the European 
Union reported comprehensive estimates for drug-related 
public expenditure, including costs of drug treatment. 
Total drug-related public expenditure was estimated to 
range from 0.01 to 0.5 per cent of gross domestic prod-
uct, with health expenditure accounting for 15–53 per 
cent of total drug-related expenditure. 
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2. Regional cooperation

750. The European Union supported countries in 
Central Asia in the fight against drugs through a trans-
regional programme entitled “EU Action against Drugs 
and Organised Crime (EU-ACT)” and the Central Asia 
Drug Action Programme. In 2017 and 2018, EMCDDA 
continued its support of that programme, the overall 
objective of which is the gradual adoption by the five 
countries in Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) of European 
Union and international good practice on drug policy, in 
order to contribute to the reduction of drug problems. 
The beneficiaries of the programme include policy makers, 
drug control experts, corrections and hospital staff and 
the general public.

751. In November 2017, a memorandum of under-
standing was signed between the Government of Belarus 
and the Government of Georgia on the establishment of 
a mechanism for the sharing of information to prevent 
trafficking in and the illicit movement of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances.

752. A workshop on joint investigation teams and con-
trolled deliveries was held in Tbilisi from 26 February to 
2 March 2018. Representatives of law enforcement and 
customs authorities and prosecutor’s offices of Afghanistan, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, Pakistan 
and Ukraine shared their experiences in combating drug 
trafficking and discussed measures to enhance future 
cooperation in drug control matters.

753. In June 2018, Bulgaria hosted the twentieth high-
level meeting of the Coordination and Cooperation 
Mechanism on Drugs of the European Union and CELAC. 
During the discussions, a particular focus was placed on 
joint measures to counteract drug trafficking over the 
darknet. Discussions were also held on measures to 
develop and implement programmes aiming at reducing 
demand for illicit drugs.

3.  National legislation, policy  
and action

754. During the reporting period, EMCDDA published 
a number of publications, technical reports, surveys and 
overviews that covered a wide range of drug control-
related topics, including a European guide on responding 
to drug problems, a report on European environmental 
prevention measures to limit unhealthy and risky sub-
stance use behaviours, an analysis of drug-related 

homicide in Europe, a policy briefing on cannabis and 
driving and a report on the growing threat of drugs and 
the darknet to health and security. 

755. In October 2017, EMCDDA released a report on 
new developments in national drug strategies in Europe. 
The report, prepared in consultation with experts and 
based on an analysis of national drug policies and scien-
tific literature, gives an overview of recent developments 
in key tools used to manage national drug policies, such 
as strategies, coordination mechanisms and evaluations. 
Among other things, the report points to a gradual change 
in national drug strategies towards a broader scope that 
goes beyond controlled substances and covers other sub-
stances and, to a lesser extent, other addictions.

756. On 15 November 2017, the relevant European 
Union institutions passed legislation that, while retaining 
the current three-step approach to responding to new 
psychoactive substances (namely, early warning, risk 
assessment and control measures), allowed for the signif-
icant strengthening of existing processes through the 
streamlining and accelerating of data-collection and 
assessment procedures. Pursuant to the new legislation, 
national authorities will have six months to place a sub-
stance under control on their territory once the decision 
of the Council of the European Union and the European 
Parliament on the substance enters into force. The legis-
lation will be applicable as of 23 November 2018.

757. In 2017, Estonia added the following 11 new psy-
choactive substances to schedule I of its national list of 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances: meclonaze-
pam; nifoxipam; ephenidine; 1-naphthalenyl(1-pentyl-
1H-indazol-3-yl)-methanone; 4-fluoroethylphenidate; 
metizolam; 1-propionyl-lysergic acid diethylamide; 
dimethylamylamine; CUMYL-4CN-BINACA; 6-ethyl-
6-nor-lysergic acid diethylamide (ETH-LAD); and 4-fluo-
romethylphenidate (4F-MPH). 

758. In December 2017, a new national strategy on seri-
ous and organized crime threat assessment was adopted 
in Montenegro. In the policy, the following six priority 
areas for the period 2018–2019 were identified: terrorism 
and religious extremism; drug trafficking; illegal migra-
tion; serious criminal offences arising from conflicts 
between organized crime organizations; unregulated and 
high-interest moneylending; and high-level corruption.

759. In April 2018, the Government of the Russian 
Federation adopted a resolution enforcing tighter controls 
over the movement of narcotic drugs, psychotropic sub-
stances and their precursors, to bring the regulatory acts 
into line with relevant international legislation. The 
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resolution was adopted for the purpose, among others, of 
exercising stricter controls over the circulation of the pre-
cursor 1-phenyl-2-nitropropene and of rescheduling the 
precursor diphenylacetonitrile from table III of catalogue 
IV to table II of catalogue IV of the list of precursors 
under control in the Russian Federation. 

760. In May 2018, the Council of the European Union 
decided to place two new synthetic cannabinoids, ADB-
CHMINACA and CUMYL-4CN-BINACA, under control 
in the 28 European Union member States. The substances 
had been available on the European drug market since at 
least 2014 and 2015, respectively. 

761. In March 2018, the Justice and Home Affairs 
Council adopted the European Council conclusions on 
alternatives to coercive sanctions for drug-using offend-
ers, with a view to preventing crime, reducing recidivism, 
enhancing the efficiency of the criminal justice system 
and minimizing social risks. Those alternative measures 
include education, suspension of investigation or prose-
cution, suspension of sentence with treatment, rehabilita-
tion and recovery and aftercare and social reintegration. 

762. In 2017, the Cannabis as Medicine Act, which 
regu lates the import, domestic production and  prescription 
of cannabis-based pharmaceutical products, including 
herbal cannabis, came into force in Germany. In the 
Netherlands, where new psychoactive substances are 
regu lated through amendments to schedules of the Opium 
Act, 4-fluoroamphetamine (4-FA), was listed in 2017, as 
a list I drug, because of reports of deaths related to use 
of the substance. The substance was placed in Schedule 
II of the 1971 Convention by the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs in its decision 61/12 of 14 March 2018. In October 
2017, the Government of Luxembourg amended its drug 
control regulations by adding several psychoactive sub-
stances to the lists of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances. Furthermore, in 2018, the Government of 
Luxembourg passed a bill allowing for the medical use of 
cannabis. In 2017, new legislation allowing control of syn-
thetic cannabinoids came into force in France. In Czechia, 
60 new psychoactive substances were added to the list of 
controlled substances. In 2018, 43 new psychoactive sub-
stances were added to the lists of controlled substances 
in Sweden.

763. The royal decree on controlled substances that 
entered into force in Belgium on 26 September 2017 ena-
bled the classification of controlled substances according 
to generic group definitions. The decree, among other 
things, introduced an exemption to the export authoriza-
tion requirement for psychotropic substances in case of 
humanitarian urgency by requiring only an a posteriori 

notification to the Federal Agency for Medicines and 
Health Products. 

764. A number of countries in Europe evaluate their 
drug policy and strategy through ongoing indicator moni-
toring and specific research projects. In 2017, Croatia 
evaluated its National Strategy on Combating Narcotic 
Drugs Abuse for the period 2012–2017. The results of the 
evaluation assisted the Government in developing a new 
drug strategy for the period beyond 2017.

765. In 2017, Ireland launched its national drug strat-
egy, entitled “Reducing harm, supporting recovery: a 
health-led response to drug and alcohol use in Ireland 
2017–2025”. The goals of the strategy include promotion 
and protection of health and well-being, minimization of 
the harms caused by substance abuse and promotion of 
rehabilitation and recovery, restriction of access to illicit 
drugs and development of comprehensive evidence-based 
policies and actions. 

766. The 2017 drug strategy of the United Kingdom, 
launched in July 2017, is aimed at reducing illicit and 
other harmful drug use and increasing the rates of peo-
ple recovering from dependency. In 2018, the Government 
of the United Kingdom announced a review of the sched-
uling of cannabis. The review will cover the medicinal 
and therapeutic benefits of cannabis and cannabis-based 
medicinal products, and will allow for an assessment to 
be made that balances harms and public health needs. 
The review will not cover the classification of cannabis as 
a class B drug, or any of the penalties for offences involv-
ing cannabis.

767. In the Netherlands, cannabis is sold openly in more 
than 500 so-called “coffee shops” operating in about a 
quarter of the 380 municipalities in the country. While 
the sale of cannabis under certain conditions in those 
outlets is tolerated, the supply of cannabis to the “coffee 
shops” is not permitted. This has created an illicit mar-
ket in cannabis production and wholesale distribution. In 
October 2017, the Government of the Netherlands 
declared its intention to permit an experiment on the 
legal supply of cannabis to “coffee shops” in up to 10 
municipalities. In March 2018, the Ministry of Justice and 
Security and the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
provided the country’s Parliament with details of the 
experiment, which will, among other things, require 
amendments to the drug control legislation, the designa-
tion of municipalities and cannabis growers and the 
establishment of a research consortium in order to facil-
itate a four-year period of cannabis production and sup-
ply of the substance to “coffee shops”. Following the 
completion of the experiment, the current regulations 
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governing the control of cannabis will be reinstated. The 
experiment, according to the authorities, is expected to 
allow for an evaluation of the impact of supplying 
 cannabis to “coffee shops” on public health, crime and 
public safety in the municipalities concerned.

768. The Board reiterates that the 1961 Convention, as 
amended, establishes in article 4 that the parties to the 
Convention are to take such legislative and administra-
tive measures as may be necessary to give effect to and 
carry out the provisions of the Convention within their 
own territories and to limit exclusively to medical and 
scientific purposes the production, manufacture, export, 
import, distribution of, trade in and use and possession 
of drugs.

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

769. Cannabis remains the most widely used drug in 
Europe. The drug accounts for the largest share (38 per 
cent) of the illicit drug retail market in the European 
Union, which in 2013 was estimated to be worth 24 bil-
lion euros. Herbal cannabis is both cultivated within 
Europe, mostly indoors, and trafficked from third coun-
tries. Cannabis resin is mostly trafficked from Morocco 
but is increasingly produced in Europe itself. 

770. In 2016, 763,000 seizures of cannabis products 
were reported in the European Union, including 420,000 
seizures of herbal cannabis, 317,000 seizures of cannabis 
resin and 22,000 seizures of cannabis plants. Spain, as a 
major point of entry for cannabis resin produced in 
Morocco, continued to account for most of the quantity 
of cannabis resin seized in the European Union in 2016. 
The countries in Europe that reported seizing more than 
1 ton of cannabis resin in 2017 were Spain (334.9 tons), 
France (57.4 tons), Italy (18.7 tons), Portugal (14.8 tons), 
Greece (6.3 tons), the United Kingdom (6.3 tons), Sweden 
(3.2 tons), Lithuania (2.1 tons), Norway (2.0 tons), Poland 
(1.2 tons) and the Russian Federation (1.1 tons). Seizure 
data for 2017 for some countries in Europe that have 
repeatedly reported cannabis resin seizures exceeding 
1  ton, notably Denmark and the Netherlands, were not 
available at the time of drafting the present report.

771. Seizures of cannabis plants may indicate its culti-
vation within a country. In 2017, seizures and eradication 
of cannabis plants illicitly cultivated outdoors and/or 
indoors were reported in most countries in the region, 

including a number of States members of the European 
Union, as well as Albania, Andorra, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Montenegro, the Russian Federation and 
Ukraine.

772. In Slovakia, both illicit outdoor and indoor canna-
bis cultivation for local use and trafficking abroad 
increased by 40 per cent during the reporting year. In 
Sweden, illicit cultivation has significantly decreased since 
its peak in 2014. That decrease is possibly a result of inter-
diction efforts taken by law enforcement authorities and 
of an increase in trafficking in cannabis products pur-
chased on the Internet into the country. 

773. Montenegro has emerged as an entry point and 
transit country for drugs being trafficked towards Western 
European markets. Despite having a small domestic mar-
ket, a slight increase in cannabis use was reported in 
Montenegro in 2017 owing to trafficking from neighbour-
ing Albania — a major cannabis producer in Eastern 
Europe — and also to small-scale local production. In 
2017, a new record of cannabis seizures was reached in 
the country, totalling 2.65 tons. The seizures were mainly 
of cannabis herb originating in Albania. 

774. In Belarus, the total amount of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances seized by customs authorities in 
2017 increased by 60 times compared with 2016, accord-
ing to the Chair of the State Customs Committee. 

775. The potency of both herbal cannabis and cannabis 
resin has largely increased in countries of the European 
Union since 2006. While the content of THC in herbal 
cannabis stabilized at about 9–12 per cent in around 2013, 
THC content in cannabis resin continued to increase, to 
14–21 per cent in 2016. In 2016, the black-market price 
of both drugs was almost the same, in the range of 
8–12 euros and 9–13 euros per gram, respectively. 

776. Owing to the wide availability of heroin, primar-
ily sourced in Afghanistan, the illicit manufacture of 
 opioids in Europe has until recently been limited to 
home-made opium poppy products manufactured in 
some countries in Eastern Europe. The identification of 
several laboratories converting morphine to heroin in 
Czechia, the Netherlands and Spain in recent years sug-
gests that some heroin is now manufactured in Europe. 
The total amount of heroin seized in the European Union 
was 4.3 tons in 2016 and 4.5 tons in 2015. In 2017, 
 seizures of heroin larger than 100 kg were reported by 
the United Kingdom (845 kg), Bulgaria (698 kg), Italy 
(610 kg), Spain (524 kg), Greece (359 kg), Germany 
(298  kg) and Ukraine (110 kg). Bulgaria also reported 
seizures of sizeable amounts of morphine (221 kg). 
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According to authorities in Portugal, Mozambique might 
have become a new transit point for heroin being traf-
ficked into the country.

777. Other opioids available on the illicit European 
market include opium, medicinal morphine, methadone, 
buprenorphine, tramadol, fentanyl and fentanyl-related 
substances. Some opioids may have been diverted from 
legitimate pharmaceutical sources, while others may have 
been illegally manufactured. In 2017, seizures of diverted 
and/or illicitly manufactured substances of both types of 
origin were reported by Estonia, Finland, Norway, 
Portugal, Romania, Slovakia and Sweden, among others.

778. According to EMCDDA, the increase in cocaine 
manufacture in South America may have had an impact 
on the European Union market. While cocaine prices in 
countries of the European Union have remained stable, 
the purity of the drug is at its highest level in over a 
 decade; also of concern is the increased availability and 
use of “crack” cocaine. Wastewater analyses show increases 
in cocaine consumption in some locations in Europe over 
the period 2011–2017, notably in 2016 and 2017.

779. Cocaine is transported to Europe by various means, 
including passenger flights, air freight, postal consign-
ments, private aircraft, yachts and maritime containers. 
The total amount of cocaine reported seized within the 
European Union in 2016 was 70.9 tons. Given that 
Belgium (30 tons) surpassed Spain (15.6 tons) as the 
country with the largest amount of cocaine seized in the 
European Union in 2016, the importance of cocaine traf-
ficking routes to Europe through the Iberian Peninsula 
may have slightly declined in favour of ports in other 
European countries. In 2017, the countries reporting sei-
zures of cocaine hydrochloride of 1 ton or greater were 
Belgium (44.8 tons), Spain (41 tons), France (17.5 tons), 
Germany (8.2 tons), the United Kingdom (5.7 tons), Italy 
(4.1 tons) and Portugal (2.7 tons). However, seizure data 
for several European countries, including the Netherlands, 
were not available at the time of drafting the present 
report.

(b) Psychotropic substances

780. Amphetamine and methamphetamine are among 
the synthetic stimulant drugs illicitly manufactured in the 
European Union for the local illicit market, although some 
amphetamine in the region is also destined for markets in 
the Middle East, East and South-East Asia and Oceania. 
Most amphetamine manufacture is reported from Belgium, 
the Netherlands and Poland, and to a lesser extent 
Germany and the Baltic countries. In 2016, seizures of 

amphetamine reported by the European Union member 
States amounted to 5.7 tons. Overall, the quantity of 
amphetamine seized in the European Union has been 
 stable since 2010, fluctuating around 5 to 6 tons per year. 
Germany (1,669 kg), the United Kingdom (1,356  kg), 
Sweden (892 kg), Poland (582 kg), France (439 kg), 
Norway (427 kg), Bulgaria (400 kg), the Russian Federation 
(393 kg), Finland (203 kg) and Belgium (128  kg) were 
among the countries in Europe that reported seizures of 
amphetamine higher than 100 kg in 2017. 

781. Although the availability of methamphetamine has 
increased over the last decade in the European Union, it 
is still much lower than that of amphetamine. Most of 
the illicit manufacture of methamphetamine in the region 
takes place in Czechia, and to some extent at the border 
areas of its neighbouring countries. In 2016, of the 291 
illicit methamphetamine laboratories reported dismantled 
in the European Union, 261 were in Czechia. The pre-
dominant precursor chemical used in those laboratories 
was pseudoephedrine, extracted from medicinal products 
trafficked mainly from or through Poland. While the 
manufacture of methamphetamine was mostly confined 
to small-scale laboratories, large-scale manufacture of the 
drug destined for other countries in the region was also 
reported. In 2016, seizures of methamphetamine reported 
within the European Union amounted to 0.5 tons. In 
2017, seizures of methamphetamine larger than 50 kg 
were reported by the Russian Federation (1,131 kg), 
France (123 kg), Germany (114 kg), Czechia (93 kg), 
Norway (76 kg), Italy (57 kg), Finland (56 kg) and 
Slovakia (51 kg).

782. In Czechia, the illicit manufacture of methamphet-
amine remained stable, and 264 methamphetamine labo-
ratories were identified in 2017. Of those, 19 were 
considered medium-large-scale laboratories that could 
yield between 0.5 to 50 kg of drugs per typical manufac-
ture cycle. In 2017, authorities in Slovakia dismantled a 
total of 11 laboratories manufacturing methampheta-
mine: 8 were small kitchen laboratories, mostly produc-
ing the drug from pharmaceutical preparations containing 
pseudoephedrine, and the remaining 3 were medium-
scale laboratories capable of yielding up to 10 kg of the 
drug per manufacturing cycle. In 2017, five illicit meth-
amphetamine laboratories were dismantled in Poland, 
two in Germany and one in Spain. One clandestine lab-
oratory in which methamphetamine was being produced 
from 1-phenyl-2-propanone was also dismantled in 
Lithuania.

783. The apparent recent revival of the illicit market for 
“ecstasy” in the European Union has manifested itself in 
the increased number of drug production sites, increased 
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seizures of the drug and the increasing content of MDMA 
as the active ingredient in “ecstasy” tablets. In 2016, the 
member States of the European Union reported 24,000 
seizures of MDMA (295 kg of the substance), along with 
5.3 million tablets containing the substance. In addition, 
1.2 tons of MDMA, originating in Europe, were reported 
seized by Australia. In 2016, 11 illicit MDMA laborato-
ries were dismantled in the European Union (10 in the 
Netherlands and 1 in Belgium), which was more than 
double the number dismantled in 2015. In 2017, three 
illicit MDMA laboratories were identified in Sweden, one 
in Belgium and one in Poland.

784. In 2017, among the countries in Europe that 
reported seizures of synthetic drugs other than 
 amphetamine-type stimulants, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Slovakia and the United Kingdom reported 
seizures of LSD; seizures of GHB were reported by 
Estonia, Luxembourg and Norway, among others. 
According to EMCDDA, the number of LSD seizures 
(about 1,800) almost doubled in the European Union 
 during the period 2010–2016, although the quantity of 
the drug seized fluctuated.

785. According to the Police Academy in the Netherlands, 
in its study entitled The Netherlands and Synthetic Drugs: 
An Inconvenient Truth, which was published in 2018, 
 revenue from the illicit synthetic drug market in the 
Netherlands amounted to at least 18.9 billion euros in 
2017. That estimated revenue excludes the revenue from 
the manufacture of amphetamines and MDMA by Dutch 
nationals abroad, and the revenue generated from the 
production of drugs other than synthetic ones.

(c) Precursors

786. For several years, countries in Europe have contin-
ued seizing both internationally controlled and non-
scheduled substances used for the illicit manufacture of 
synthetic drugs in the region, in particular amphetamine, 
methamphetamine and MDMA. Those substances 
included 3,4-MDP-2-P and 3,4-MDP-2 glycidic acid 
derivatives that can be used in the illicit manufacture of 
MDMA and ephedrines; 1-phenyl-2-propanone (P-2-P), 
including methyl glycidic acid derivatives of the sub-
stance; and APAAN and APAA, which can be used in the 
illicit manufacture of amphetamines. For example, in 
2017, a seizure of sizeable amount of APAAN (1.3 tons) 
was reported by Albania.

787. Since 2016, countries in the European Union have 
been increasingly targeted by traffickers seeking new 
sources of acetic anhydride. Attempts to divert the 

substance continued until about mid-2017, when the 
number of identified diversion attempts started declining, 
although did not disappear completely. In contrast to that 
decline in diversion attempts, the trafficking of previously 
diverted acetic anhydride continued throughout 2017 and 
2018, as evidenced by a number of seizures of the sub-
stance of suspected European origin both within and out-
side the region. It appears that the diversion of acetic 
anhydride and the subsequent trafficking in the substance 
from the region might have been facilitated by the differ-
ent approaches taken by the States members of the 
European Union with regard to the implementation of 
particular provisions of European Union precursor 
 control legislation. 

788. A comprehensive review of the situation with 
respect to the control of precursors and chemicals fre-
quently used in the illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in the region can be found 
in the report of the Board for 2018 on the implementa-
tion of article 12 of the 1988 Convention.

(d)  Substances not under  
international control

789. New psychoactive substances, in particular highly 
potent synthetic opioids and synthetic cannabinoids, have 
continued to cause public health problems in Europe. 

790. In 2017, 51 new psychoactive substances were 
detected for the first time on the European market: about 
one new substance every week. That number is lower 
compared with the previous five years, in particular 2014 
and 2015, when new identifications reached about 100 
annually. The reasons for that decrease in new detections 
are not clear, but they may include efforts to schedule 
new psychoactive substances at the international and 
national levels, and measures taken by the Government 
of China, in particular law enforcement operations 
 targeting laboratories producing new psychoactive 
 substances in that country.

791. Synthetic cannabinoids have continued to be the 
largest group of new psychoactive substances monitored 
by EMCDDA: in 2017, 10 new synthetic cannabinoids 
were reported to the agency. Synthetic cannabinoids were 
also the most frequently seized new psychoactive sub-
stances, accounting for 45 per cent (32,000 seizures) out 
of a total of 71,000 seizures of new psychoactive sub-
stances reported in Norway, Turkey and the European 
Union in 2016. Those synthetic cannabinoids were traf-
ficked to Europe from outside the region and then mixed 
with dried plant material and packaged in processing 
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facilities in the region. The five most commonly seized 
synthetic cannabinoids in 2016 were MDMB-CHMICA, 
5F-AKB-48, AB-CHMINACA, UR-144 and AMB-
FUBINACA, all but the last of which were listed in 
Schedule II of the 1971 Convention by the Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs in March 2017 or March 2018. 

792. The second-largest group of new psychoactive 
 substances monitored by EMCDDA was synthetic 
 cathinones. In 2017, 12 synthetic cathinones were detected 
for the first time, bringing the total number found on the 
European market to 130. With over 23,000 seizures, 
 synthetic cathinones accounted for 33 per cent of the total 
number of seizures of new psychoactive substances in 
2016; a minor decrease compared with the previous year. 
The five most commonly seized cathinones in 2016 were 
α-PVP, 4-CMC, 3-CMC, 4-methyl-N,N-dimethyl-
cathinone and 3-MMC; α-PVP was brought under 
 international control and placed in Schedule II of the 
1971 Convention in March 2016. 

793. In 2017, 13 new synthetic opioids, including 10 
fentanyl derivatives, were detected on the European illicit 
drug market. Although new fentanyl derivatives do not 
currently play a major role in that market, their high 
potency and availability on the market in diverse forms 
including nasal sprays or in mixtures with other drugs, 
such as heroin, cocaine or counterfeit medicines, pose a 
serious health risk not only for users but also for health 
and law enforcement personnel.

794. In 2016, the number of seizures of new synthetic 
opioids tripled compared with 2015, and accounted for 
2.3 per cent of all new psychoactive substances seized in 
that year. Fentanyl derivatives accounted for about three 
quarters of the approximately 1,600 seizures of new 
 synthetic opioids made in 2016.

795. Since 2015, 14 new benzodiazepines have been 
reported to the European Union Early Warning System. 
The increasing availability of both established and new 
benzodiazepines on the illicit drug market in some coun-
tries in Europe is of concern because of possible links 
between their use and opioid overdose deaths. 

796. By the end of 2017, EMCDDA was monitoring 23 
new benzodiazepines, of which 3 had been detected for 
the first time in Europe in that year. While the number 
of seizures of benzodiazepines decreased in 2016, when 
compared with 2015, the amount of the substances seized 
increased significantly. Other new psychoactive sub-
stances seized in 2016 included arylcyclohexylamines, 
phenethylamines, tryptamines, piperidines, pyrrolidines 
and arylalkylamines. 

797. Reports of increasing manufacture of new psycho-
active substances in Europe can be further corroborated 
by the identification of laboratories manufacturing or 
processing flunitrazolam, an internationally non- 
controlled benzodiazepine derivative, and cyclopropyl-
fentanyl, an internationally non-controlled opioid 
analgesic, in Sweden in 2017.

5. Abuse and treatment

798. More than 92 million people in the European 
Union, or over a quarter of the population aged 15 to 64, 
are estimated to have tried illicit drugs at least once in 
their lives. The prevalence of drug use in the European 
Union is higher among males (56.0 million) than females 
(36.3 million). Drug use in Europe encompasses a wide 
range of substances; polydrug use is common. Individual 
patterns of drug use range from experimental to more 
regular and harmful patterns of use. 

799. According to the EMCDDA report “Preventing 
overdose deaths in Europe”, published in 2017 as part of 
the Perspectives on Drugs series, at least 9,000 people in 
Norway, Turkey and the countries of the European Union 
died as a result of drug overdoses in 2016. Evidence shows 
that educational and training interventions for peers and 
family members, complemented by the implementation 
of take-home naloxone projects, can help decrease 
 overdose-related mortality rates. 

800. The prevalence of cannabis use in the European 
Union is about five times that of other substances: about 
87.6 million persons aged 15 to 64, or 26.3 per cent of 
that age group, have tried cannabis in their lives. It is esti-
mated that about 1 per cent of adults in Europe use can-
nabis daily or almost daily (20 days or more in the past 
month). Around three quarters of cannabis users are 
males aged 35 to 64. The most recent EMCDDA drug 
abuse survey indicates a stable or increasing trend in 
 last-year cannabis use among those aged 15 to 34.

801. Heroin remains the most commonly used illicit 
 opioid in Europe. Other opioids being abused in the region 
include methadone, buprenorphine, fentanyl, codeine, 
morphine, tramadol and oxycodone. Eighty per cent of 
first-time entrants into treatment in the European Union 
for opioids as the primary drug of abuse cited  heroin as 
the primary drug of abuse, followed by  methadone (8 per 
cent), buprenorphine (5 per cent),  fentanyl (0.3 per cent) 
and other opioids (about 7 per cent). In the European 
Union, 23 is the mean age of initiation of heroin use and 
34 is the mean age of heroin users  seeking treatment for 
drug dependence for the first time. 
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802. It is estimated that about 5.1 per cent of the pop-
ulation of European Union member States aged 15 to 64 
have tried cocaine in their lives. The highest last-year 
prevalence of cocaine use among young adults was 
reported by the United Kingdom (4.0 per cent), Denmark 
(3.9 per cent), the Netherlands (3.7 per cent), Spain 
(3.0  per cent) and Ireland (2.9 per cent). In 2017, some 
increase in cocaine use was reported by Albania, Croatia, 
Lithuania, Slovakia and Switzerland.

803. The available data suggest that, since around 2000, 
there has been a relatively stable situation in the use of 
amphetamines in countries in Europe. It is estimated that 
11.9 million of those aged 15 to 64 in the European 
Union, or 3.6 per cent of that age group, have tried 
amphetamines during their lives. In 2017, decreased use 
of amphetamine in Europe was reported by Bulgaria, Italy 
and the United Kingdom. In Norway, the use of amphet-
amine has increased.

804. Methamphetamine use, which in Europe has been 
generally low and historically concentrated in Czechia 
and Slovakia, is now also present in the areas of Germany 
that border with Czechia and in Cyprus, Spain and coun-
tries in Northern Europe, including Finland and Sweden. 

805. Approximately 35,000 drug users who entered spe-
cialized drug treatment in the European Union in 2016 
reported amphetamines as their primary drug; about 
15,000 of them were first-time clients. In Germany, 
Finland, Latvia and Poland, primary amphetamine users 
accounted for more than 15 per cent of all first-time treat-
ment entrants. Almost 90 per cent of the 9,200 drug users 
who entered specialized treatment in the European Union 
and who reported methamphetamine as their primary 
drug of abuse were from Czechia or Slovakia.

806. The mean age of initiation of use of amphetamines 
among drug users in the European Union is 20; 29 is the 
mean age of users of amphetamines entering treatment 
for drug dependence for the first time. Problems related 
to long-term, chronic and injecting amphetamine use are 
most evident in countries in Northern Europe; metham-
phetamine problems have been more noticeable in 
Czechia and Slovakia. 

807. Until recently, the prevalence of “ecstasy” use had 
been on the decline from the peak levels reached in many 
countries in the early to mid-2000s. It is estimated that  
4.1 per cent (13.5 million) of persons aged 15 to 64 in the 
European Union have tried “ecstasy” in their lives. 
Consumption of “ecstasy” is highest among those aged 15 
to 34; about 2.2 million (1.8 per cent) of that age group 
have used “ecstasy” in the last year. In that age group, the 

last-year prevalence of “ecstasy” use ranged from 0.2 per 
cent in Portugal and Romania to 7.4 per cent in the 
Netherlands. It is worth noting that use of “ecstasy” is only 
rarely cited as a reason for entering specialized drug 
treatment.

808. Although data on the availability of new psycho-
active substances in the European Union are gradually 
improving, estimating the demand for those substances 
remains a challenge for the region. Since 2011, 13 European 
countries have provided EMCDDA with national estimates 
of the use of new psychoactive substances; however, the 
use of different methods and survey questions limits the 
comparison of the outcomes of the surveys. 

809. The French Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 
Addiction (OFDT), in a report from March 2018 con-
cerning users of and markets for psychoactive substances, 
indicated that the habitual use of new psychoactive 
 substances during the period 2016–2017 was confined to 
particular population groups, such as high-school stu-
dents aged 15 to 17 and adults who were using cannabis 
regularly. According to the report, the use of new psy-
choactive substances also includes inhalation of synthetic 
cannabinoids, advertised as “e-liquids”. The users of new 
psychoactive substances in France perceived that pur-
chasing such substances online was a guarantee of their 
quality; such a perception could motivate them to further 
use the substances.

810. Although use of new psychoactive substances in 
the European Union is low overall, their use by high-risk 
drug users is of particular concern. A number of coun-
tries reported the smoking of synthetic cannabinoids 
within marginalized communities, such as homeless peo-
ple and prisoners. For example, a survey conducted in 
prisons in the United Kingdom in 2016 found that 33 per 
cent of the 625 prison inmates surveyed reported use of 
synthetic cannabinoids (known as “Spice”) within the last 
month, whereas 14 per cent reported use of cannabis in 
the previous month. Use of new psychoactive substances 
does not, however, account for a sizeable proportion of 
drug treatment cases in Europe. 

811. According to the statistical bulletin of the Office 
for National Statistics of the United Kingdom, released in 
August 2018, 61 deaths in 2017 were reported as related 
to new psychoactive substance poisoning in England and 
Wales; a significant decrease from the 123 such deaths 
reported in 2016 following the Government’s approval of 
the Psychoactive Substances Act in 2016, which estab-
lished a blanket ban on the import, production and sup-
ply of most psychoactive substances not already covered 
by law. 
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812. The prevalence of LSD and hallucinogenic mushroom 
(containing psilocybin) use has been generally low and sta-
ble in Europe for many years. In 2017, Croatia, Greece, 
Norway, Lithuania and Portugal were among the countries 
that reported abuse of LSD or hallucinogenic mushrooms.

813. In the European Union, injecting drug use is 
mostly associated with opioids, although the injecting of 
stimulants such as amphetamines or cocaine has also 
been reported in a few countries. Since 2011, use of 
 heroin by injection was reported by 13 out of 16  countries 
from which such estimates of injecting drug use were 
available. Among the first-time entrants into treatment 
who reported heroin as their primary drug of abuse when 
entering specialized drug treatment in 2016, 27 per cent 
reported injecting as their main route of administration, 
down from 43 per cent in 2006. With regard to other 
drugs, abuse of buprenorphine by injecting was reported 
by, among others, Finland, synthetic cathinones by 
Hungary, cocaine by France, amphetamine by Latvia and 
methamphetamine by Czechia.

E. Oceania

1. Major developments

814. Oceania continues to be vulnerable to drug manu-
facturing and drug and precursor trafficking. Countries 
in Oceania reported seizures of considerable amounts of 
various drugs, including crystalline methamphetamine, 
the increase in manufacturing capacity and growing mar-
ket for which have become a significant concern in the 
region. National wastewater drug monitoring has shown 
that Australia has become a major consumer of metham-
phetamine, cocaine and “ecstasy”. Australia’s lucrative 
illicit market for drugs continues to attract transnational 
organized criminal groups. 

815. In recent years, seizures of large amounts of cocaine 
have been reported in a number of countries in the 
region. The general annual prevalence rate of cocaine 
abuse in Oceania is high, with Australia having a 2.5 per 
cent prevalence rate among the population aged 14 years 
and older in 2016. The weight of cocaine seized in 
Australia also exceeded the total estimated weight of 
cocaine that would be required to meet the estimated size 
of the national demand of the substance for abuse. The 
significant amount of cocaine seized in Tonga indicates 
that, in addition to being used as a transit point, cocaine 
abuse has spread to the country.

816. The lack of data related to drug trafficking and 
abuse in the region, other than for Australia and New 
Zealand, coupled with the fact that many countries have 
not yet become parties to the drug control treaties, is a 
matter of great concern to the Board. The Board has con-
ducted bilateral meetings with the Governments of Papua 
New Guinea and Solomon Islands to address those issues 
and has followed up with the Governments of all non-
States parties to one or more of the international drug 
control conventions in the region. In that connection, the 
Board was informed that the authorities of Papua New 
Guinea were to commence the national process of adher-
ing to the 1988 Convention in September 2018.

2. Regional cooperation

817. The Oceania Customs Organization84 held its twen-
tieth annual conference, on the theme “Strengthening 
regional connections to support a safe and prosperous 
Pacific”, in Melbourne, Australia, from 11 to 14 June 2018. 
During the meeting, customs administrations from the 
23 members signed a memorandum of understanding on 
customs cooperation to facilitate the exchange of infor-
mation between relevant border security agencies. 
Members endorsed the re-establishment of the Information 
Working Group and the progression of the Small Craft 
Mobile Application Project, developed by Australia, to 
phase 3 as of July 2018. The members also endorsed the 
signing the Declaration of Partnership between the Pacific 
Islands Chiefs of Police, the Pacific Immigration 
Development Community and the Oceania Customs 
Organization in March 2018. 

818. Under the UNODC global SMART programme, two 
national technical workshops were organized for the 
Governments of Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. The work-
shops brought together representatives of various national 
authorities and civil society organizations involved in 
countering the drug problem. They were composed of 
training and discussion sessions on enhancing illicit drug 
data collection in the countries. The workshops were held 
in Port Vila from 26 to 27 July 2018 and in Honiara on 1 
and 2 August 2018. Also under the global SMART pro-
gramme, UNODC provided support to the Government of 
Fiji, in particular by contributing to the third National 
Narcotic Committee meeting, held in Suva on 30 July 2018.

84 Customs administrations from the following countries and territo-
ries are members of the Oceania Customs Organization: American 
 Samoa, Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Guam, Kiribati, 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), Nauru, New 
 Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
 Vanuatu, and Wallis and Futuna Islands.
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819. In April 2018, the Marshall Islands, Micronesia 
(Federated States of) and Palau signed an agreement 
establishing the Micronesian Regional Transnational 
Crime Unit. Attorneys general from each of those coun-
tries were assigned to develop, create and establish a bind-
ing framework that could strengthen the Unit. It is 
anticipated that the Unit will strengthen mutual assistance 
in the national jurisdictions of each country by fostering 
stronger regional collaboration in areas including the pre-
vention, investigation and prosecution of drug trafficking 
and drug smuggling, cybercrime detection and preven-
tion, and information-sharing concerning national and 
regional criminal activity trends. 

820. The Nauru Police Force, in collaboration with the 
Australian Border Force and the Australian Federal 
Police, conducted training for police and border control 
officers and health-care staff on detecting illicit drugs 
from 4 to 6 July 2017. The training focused on the use 
of the narcotic identification kits to identify a variety of 
substances. It also covered detection and search princi-
ples such as examination procedures for bags and cargo, 
safety during examination of substances and post- 
detection procedures. Drug seizures have taken place 
recently in Nauru, but the country had a lack of  technical 
capacity to detect and test the drugs. 

821. The second standing meeting of Pacific Islands 
Forum Foreign Ministers was held in Suva on 11 August 
2017. The foreign ministers discussed a wide range of 
issues affecting the political and security environment of 
the Pacific, including the increased incidence of trans-
national organized crime. The increasing incidence of 
such crime in the region, including the rise in drug 
 trafficking, is a concern. 

3.  National legislation, policy  
and action

822. Several countries in Oceania are not yet parties to 
the international drug control conventions.85 This is a spe-
cific concern to INCB as it increases the vulnerability of 
those countries to drug and precursor trafficking and to 
being used as transit points for drug trafficking from 
other regions. The Board calls upon all States that are 
not yet parties to one or more of the international drug 
control conventions to accede to them without delay and 

85 Kiribati and Tuvalu have not adhered to any of the three inter-
national drug control conventions; the Cook Islands, Nauru, Niue, Samoa 
and Vanuatu are not parties to either the 1961 Convention or the 1971 
Convention; Solomon Islands is not a party to either the 1971 Convention 
or the 1988 Convention; and Palau and Papua New Guinea are not parties 
to the 1988 Convention.

reiterates its readiness and willingness to support them 
in that undertaking in any way possible. 

823. Australia introduced an instrument, the Narcotic 
Drugs Amendment (Cannabis) Regulations 2018, in 
February 2018. The purpose of the instrument is to 
amend the Narcotic Drugs Regulation 2016 to permit the 
export of medicinal cannabis products and allow medi-
cal cannabis products and raw cannabis and cannabis 
resin to be supplied directly to the holder of a manufac-
turing licence under the Therapeutic Goods Act 1989 for 
subsequent supply to patients in Australia or for export. 

824. The Misuse of Drugs (Medical Cannabis) 
Amendment Bill was introduced in the New Zealand 
Parliament in December 2017. The Bill would amend the 
Misuse of Drugs Act 1975 to improve access to medical 
cannabis for terminally ill people and those in chronic 
pain, with the intention of improving access to afforda-
ble cannabis products that meet quality standards. 
According to the amendment, the Bill would also include 
a regulation-making power to enable the setting of qual-
ity standards for medicinal cannabis products available 
on prescription and the de-scheduling of CBD as a con-
trolled substance. The Bill would provide an exception 
and a statutory defence for the possession and use of can-
nabis by people who have less than 12 months to live. 
The changes are expected to come into force in 2019. 

4.  Cultivation, production, 
manufacture and trafficking

(a) Narcotic drugs

825. The amount of cannabis herb seized in 2016 (the 
latest year for which data are available) increased by 6 per 
cent in Oceania compared with 2015. Cannabis herb 
 seizures in Oceania accounted for 0.2 per cent of total 
global seizures. Most of the cannabis trafficked to the 
Pacific island States is cultivated within the region. 
However, in Australia, the main cannabis market in the 
region, illicit imports of cannabis were detected from dif-
ferent countries during the 12-month reporting period 
2015/16. 

826. In New Zealand, the quantity of cannabis seized 
was 538.8 kg in 2017, which was comparable to the 
524.2 kg seized in 2016. However, the number of  cannabis 
plants seized declined to 40,481 in 2017, from 78,358 in 
2016. The number of outdoor cannabis plants eradicated 
decreased significantly, to 19,559 plants in 2017 from 
104,725 plants in 2016. The number of indoor cannabis 
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plants eradicated increased slightly to 19,992 in 2017, 
from 18,903 in 2016. The quantity of cannabis herb seized 
in Australia increased substantially, to 19,200 kg in 2017, 
from 11,174 kg in 2016. 

827. The latest available data show that the quantity of 
cocaine seized in Oceania increased by more than 75 per 
cent between 2015 and 2016, reaching a record high level 
in the region, with Australia accounting for 98 per cent of 
all cocaine intercepted. The Australian Federal Police also 
reported making the largest cocaine seizures in the Pacific 
through different operations conducted in the country 
during the 12-month reporting period 2016/17. Another 
major cocaine seizure was of 1.28 tons of the drug, inter-
cepted through Operation Amorgos in January 2018 in 
collaboration with the New Zealand Police. Australia 
reported that the amount of cocaine seized  doubled in 
2017, to 4,140 kg, compared with 2,159 kg in 2016. 

828. In Tonga, 58 kg of cocaine were seized by police 
in the Ha’apai group of islands in June 2018, with the help 
of the country’s naval forces. Considering the size and 
population of Tonga (109,008 in 2018), it was a very large 
seizure to be made in one operation. The final destina-
tion of the cocaine was thought to be New Zealand or 
Australia. However, the seizure might also indicate the 
existence of local abuse of the drug.

829. In New Zealand, the amount of cocaine seized tri-
pled, to 108 kg in 2017, from 36 kg in 2016, as reported 
by the country’s police and customs authorities. That was 
supported by data on drug interceptions from the New 
Zealand Customs Service, which indicated a significant 
increase of cocaine seizures in 2017 compared with pre-
vious years. The number of seizures also increased, to 199 
in 2017, from 132 in 2016. The much smaller increase in 
the number of seizures compared with the amount seized 
between 2016 and 2017 indicates that drug traffickers are 
trying to smuggle a larger amount of cocaine at a time. 
The joint police and customs Operation Heracles saw a 
single seizure of 46 kg of cocaine in November 2017, the 
largest ever in New Zealand.

830. According to the Australian Federal Police, 
196.9  kg of heroin were intercepted in 2016/17, which 
was substantially lower than the amount seized in 2015/16 
(282.1 kg). About 30 kg of heroin destined for Australia 
had been intercepted in Fiji as part of Operation Okesi 
during the period 2016/17. East and South-East Asia 
remained the main source of heroin in Oceania, although 
there were indications of a decrease in heroin trafficking 
in the region. The amount of heroin seized in New 
Zealand increased significantly, from 49.27 g in 2016 to 
829 g in 2017.

(b) Psychotropic substances

831. The increasing amount of methamphetamine sei-
zures in Oceania might indicate the existence of a grow-
ing market in the region. Both the tablet and crystalline 
forms of methamphetamine are available in Oceania; 
however, crystalline methamphetamine is increasingly 
becoming a concern given the growing market for the 
substance and an increase in the amount of consumption, 
manufacturing capacity and seizures in the region.

832. Australian Federal Police reported seizing 3.5 tons 
of methamphetamine in the 12-month period 2016/17, 
which was lower than in the previous 12 months 
(3.9 tons). The seizures were a result of the different task 
forces and operations working in collaboration with the 
Australian Border Force. For example, through Taskforce 
Blaze, the Australian Federal Police and the National 
Narcotics Bureau of China jointly targeted a syndicate 
and seized 64 litres of liquid methamphetamine that had 
been trafficked from China. In December 2017, a record 
amount of methamphetamine, 1.2 tons, was seized in 
Australia through a multi-agency investigation involving 
the Australian Federal Police, the Australian Border 
Force, the Australian Criminal Intelligence Commission 
and other regional offices. 

833. The quantity of methamphetamine seized in New 
Zealand decreased by half, to 477.5 kg in 2017, from 
927.3 kg in 2016. However, the amount of the liquid form 
of methamphetamine seized in 2017 was 160.6 litres, sig-
nificantly higher than the 31 litres seized the previous 
year. The price of methamphetamine decreased to 500 
New Zealand dollars per gram in 2017, from 600 New 
Zealand dollars per gram in 2016, indicating a high avail-
ability of methamphetamine, despite a decrease in sei-
zures. Annual surveys in New Zealand have found that 
increasing methamphetamine supply and lower prices are 
consistent with the record amounts of methamphetamine 
seized in the past two years. Police in Tonga intercepted 
297 g of methamphetamine in April 2018: this and other 
recent seizures in Tonga indicate that the country is 
becoming a target of drug traffickers and indicates the 
potential spread of drug abuse among residents of the 
country. 

834. In Australia, seizures of amphetamine-type stimu-
lants by the Federal Police increased slightly, to 7.3 tons 
in 2016/17, compared with 7.2 tons in 2015/16. 
Methamphetamine accounted for the highest share 
(47  per cent) of the total amount of such substances 
seized in 2016/17. That growth was mainly a result of the 
significant increase in seizures of “ecstasy” in 2016/17 
(1.3  tons) compared with the previous year (0.2 tons).
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835. The amount of “ecstasy” seized in New Zealand 
increased from 11.4 kg in 2016 to 39.5 kg in 2017. By 
contrast, 1.18 kg of amphetamine were seized in 2017, 
which was a considerable decrease from 2016 (27.3 kg). 
Smaller amounts of “ecstasy” mimics such as α-PVP were 
seized in 2017 compared with previous years; however, a 
large amount of cathinone N-ethylpentylone was seized.

(c) Precursors

836. The quantity of precursors seized in Australia in 
2016/17 was 2.3 tons, a considerable increase from the 
0.3 tons seized during the previous 12 months. The 
Australian Border Force also reported seizing a sizable 
amount of ephedrine, including a single seizure, in 
October 2017, of 3.9 tons that had been intended for the 
manufacture of methamphetamine. This indicates that the 
strong demand for methamphetamine in the country 
continues.

837. Seizures of methamphetamine precursors (the 
majority being ephedrine) by customs and police author-
ities in New Zealand decreased to 723.8 kg in 2017, from 
1,237.9 kg in 2016. That was the lowest amount seized 
since 2012 (498 kg), when pseudoephedrine was the most 
prevalent imported precursor. In contrast, the amounts 
of finished methamphetamine seized remained high, sup-
porting intelligence that suppliers and users are choosing 
to import the end product.

(d)  Substances not under  
international control

838. According to the Australian Federal Police, a con-
siderable amount (1.32 tons) of sedatives, including GBL 
and GHB, were seized during the 12-month period 
2016/17. That was more than three times the amount 
seized in the previous year (364.2 kg). A significant amount 
(2.52 tons) of other stimulants, including cathinone ana-
logues, amphetamine analogues, khat, methylphenidate, 
phentermine, ethylphenidate and methiopropamine, was 
also seized during the reporting period. 

839. In New Zealand, N-ethylpentylone, a synthetic 
cathinone, was seized in large volumes both at the bor-
der and within the country in 2017. N-ethylpentylone is 
sold as a form of “ecstasy” and has a similar form and 
appearance to “ecstasy”, in both powder and crystalline 
form. In 2017, benzodiazepine seizures decreased to 
18,309 tablets, from 23,619 tablets in 2016. Benzodiazepine 
abuse is believed to be widespread, despite the decreas-
ing trend reported in New Zealand. Seizures of 

methylphenidate remained stable, with 2,817 tablets 
seized in 2017 and 2,700 tablets in 2016. 

5. Abuse and treatment

840. Cannabis continued to be the most widely abused 
drug globally in 2016, with 192.2 million past-year users 
among the population aged between 15 and 64. Oceania 
falls among the top three regions in terms of rates of can-
nabis use, with an 11 per cent prevalence rate, after West 
and Central Africa (13.2 per cent) and North America 
(12.9 per cent). 

841. The annual prevalence rate of cannabis use among 
the general population in New Zealand is 11.6 per cent, 
with an estimated 445,000 users. The annual prevalence 
rate among young people in the country is higher, at 
22.2 per cent. The number of drug-related deaths in New 
Zealand increased from 178 in 2013 to 254 in 2015, as a 
result of an increase in abuse of cannabis, which might 
include synthetic cannabis. However, amphetamine is the 
number one cause for deaths resulting from drug 
overdose. 

842. According to data collected in October and 
December 2017 and covering over half of the country’s 
population, methamphetamine continued to be the most 
abused drug of the substances measured as part of the 
National Wastewater Drug Monitoring Program (namely, 
amphetamine-type stimulants, cocaine and opioids) in all 
regions of Australia. Estimated average cocaine abuse had 
doubled in the capital city and increased threefold in 
regional sites since August 2016. Estimated consumption 
of other stimulants, including “ecstasy”, was lower, and 
overall consumption of heroin in Australia may have 
slightly decreased from August 2017 to December 2017. 
Similar to previous findings, mephedrone and methylone 
were detected at a number of sites, but in negligible 
amounts. However, the number of detections of mephe-
drone more than doubled between August 2017 and 
December 2017. 

843. In the Drug Use Monitoring in Australia: 2015 and 
2016 report on drug use among police detainees, published 
by the Australian Institute of Criminology, the use of 
drugs by 1,896 detainees in Australia in the 12-month 
period 2015/16 was analysed together with that of the 
1,551 detainees assessed for the same study in 2013/14. 
According to the report, the proportion of prison detain-
ees testing positive for methamphetamine increased  
significantly, from 34 per cent in 2013/14 to 48 per cent 
in 2015/16, making methamphetamine the most- 
frequently abused drug. The number of detainees testing 
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positive for cannabis was 831 (44 per cent) in 2015/16 
and 708 (46 per cent) in 2013/14. There were 116 detain-
ees (6 per cent) testing positive for heroin in 2015/16 and 
117 (8 per cent) in 2013/14; 20 detainees (1 per cent) 
tested positive for cocaine in 2015/16 and 31 (2 per cent) 
in 2013/14. Regarding “ecstasy”, the test showed an 
increase from 1.3 per cent in 2013/14 to 2.3 per cent in 
2015/16. In 2015/16, the proportion of self-reported drug 
abuse in the last 30 days for heroin, methamphetamine 
and cocaine was 73 per cent, 78 per cent and 65 per cent, 
respectively, of the total number of detainees who tested 
positive for those drugs. Those figures show that self-
reported use of those drugs was underreported by  
22–35 per cent of detainees. 

844. In its report entitled Alcohol and Other Drug 
Treatment Services in Australia 2016–17, the Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare indicated that ampheta-
mines (i.e., methamphetamine and amphetamine), can-
nabis and heroin were the three principal illicit drugs of 
concern for patients seeking treatment for drug use in 
Australia in 2016/17, with 26 per cent, 22 per cent and  
5 per cent, respectively. The proportion of persons seek-
ing treatment for amphetamines increased from 23 per 
cent in 2015/16 to 26 per cent in 2016/17, meaning that 
amphetamines replaced cannabis as the second-most 
common drug of concern after alcohol. Counselling was 
the most common type of treatment that was provided, 
followed by assessment only and support and case man-
agement only. The rate of drug-induced deaths in Australia 
has been increasing since 2007 and reached 1,808 deaths 
in 2016, which was the highest on record since the late 
1990s. The deaths were mainly a result of the non- medical 
use of benzodiazepines and oxycodone; deaths resulting 
from the use of other controlled substances have also 
been increasing. 

845. In New Zealand, the proportion of persons 
detained by the police who had used methamphetamine 
in the previous year increased from 26 per cent in 2010 
to 38 per cent in 2016. That could be attributed to the 
increase in reported availability, coupled with the decrease 

in price. However, abuse of cannabis in the previous year 
by detainees declined from 76 per cent in 2011 to 68 per 
cent in 2016, as a result of cannabis being considered to 
be very difficult to find and of the effectiveness of police 
cannabis crop eradication operations. Likewise, the pro-
portion of those who had abused “ecstasy” in the previ-
ous year decreased from 28 per cent in 2011 to 14 per 
cent in 2016. The percentage of detainees who had tried 
opioids in their lifetime was 17 per cent in 2016, with no 
change from previous years. However, the percentage of 
detainees who had tried cocaine in their lifetime increased 
from 17 per cent in 2010 to 26 per cent in 2016, despite 
cocaine being reported as difficult to procure. The pro-
portion of detainees who had used synthetic cannabi-
noids in the previous 12 months declined from 47 per 
cent in 2013 to 20 per cent in 2016 and the proportion 
of detainees who had tried a drug for the first time 
declined from 32 per cent in 2013 to 17 per cent in 2016: 
19 per cent cited the new drug they had tried as meth-
amphetamine, 14 per cent cited “ecstasy”, 13 per cent cited 
synthetic cannabinoids and 9 per cent cited cocaine.

846. The 2016/17 annual health survey in New Zealand 
showed that 1.0 per cent of the population aged between 
16 to 64 abused amphetamine, which was slightly lower 
than the 2015/16 survey result (1.1 per cent). In general, 
the level of abuse had been stable over the previous six 
years. According to the survey, 11.6 per cent of the pop-
ulation aged 15 and above had used cannabis. The trend 
of cannabis use showed an increase from year to year 
since 2011/12 (8.0 per cent), with the exception of 
2014/15. 

847. Oceania is the region with the second-highest rate 
of use of amphetamines among those aged between 15 
and 64 in the past year. The abuse of “ecstasy” continued 
to be high in Oceania, and the estimated past-year prev-
alence rates for “ecstasy” abuse in the region are among 
the highest in the world. In a number of pilot testing 
areas in New Zealand, wastewater testing exhibited 
higher-than-anticipated levels of MDMA, showing that 
“ecstasy” use is still prevalent in the country.




