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the risk of detection to be reduced. In addition, 
hydroponically grown cannabis is preferred by 
cannabis abusers. Thousands of cannabis plants and 
hydroponic systems and equipment are seized in 
Australia every year. As a result of the strategy “Tough 
on Drugs”, introduced by the Government in 1997, 
large quantities of cannabis have been seized at 
Australian borders (640 kg were seized in 2004). 

569. In Australia, the purity of seized heroin increased 
slightly in 2003 compared with previous years. 
Furthermore, there was an increase in the detection of 
heroin at borders while there was a decrease in the 
total amount of heroin seized, suggesting that the 
methods used by heroin traffickers in Australia might 
be shifting from well-organized importation of large 
quantities of the drug to smaller-scale, opportunistic 
smuggling. A similar trend was observed in the illicit 
cocaine market; however, the purity of seized cocaine 
decreased slightly.  

570. In New Zealand, cannabis growers are also 
involved in the illicit manufacture of metham-
phetamine in clandestine laboratories. 
 

  Psychotropic substances 
 

571. Demand for amphetamine-type stimulants, 
including MDMA (Ecstasy), remains high in Australia 
and New Zealand, as confirmed in both countries by 
seizures and the number of clandestine laboratories 
used to manufacture amphetamine-type stimulants that 
have been dismantled recently. 

572. Precursors of amphetamine-type stimulants, such 
as ephedrine and pseudoephedrine, are also 
increasingly being seized at the borders of New 
Zealand; there are indications that medicines 
containing those substances are smuggled into the 
country by mail and using air passengers from China 
and countries in South-East Asia, to be used for the 
illicit manufacture of methamphetamine. An increased 
number of methamphetamine abusers have been 
brought to the attention of police and drug treatment 
centres, as serious violence and property crime have 
been associated with methamphetamine abuse. 

573. Seizures of MDMA (Ecstasy) in Australia have 
been increasing since the mid-1990s. MDMA (Ecstasy), 
mainly of Western European origin, is smuggled into 
Australia by couriers using the “body carry” method. 

574. The Board notes with concern that in New 
Zealand a foreign exchange company was used by a 
criminal syndicate to launder money believed to be 
profits derived from the importation of MDMA 
(Ecstasy) on a large scale. In New Zealand, some LSD 
in crystal and liquid form was intercepted in mail sent 
from Canada. 

575. According to the Party Drugs Initiative, a 
national study to investigate and monitor trends 
involving MDMA (Ecstasy) and other recreational 
drugs in Australia, GHB, ketamine (a hallucinogenic 
sedative) and various anti-depressants are increasingly 
being abused in that country as dance party drugs. 
Control of GHB is becoming a matter of concern, as 
large quantities of its precursor gamma-butyrolactone 
(GBL) are imported for legitimate use. The Board 
urges the Government of Australia to develop strate-
gies aimed at preventing the abuse of those substances. 
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