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Annex V

Annual legitimate requirements for ephedrine, 
pseudoephedrine, 3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl-2-
propanone and 1-phenyl-2-propanone; substances 
frequently used in the manufacture of amphetamine-
type stimulants

1. In its resolution 49/3, entitled “Strengthening systems for the control of precursor chemicals used in the manufacture 
of synthetic drugs”, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs:

 (a) Requested Member States to provide to the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) annual estimates of 
their legitimate requirements for 3,4-methylenedioxyphenyl-2-propanone (3,4-MDP-2-P), pseudoephedrine, ephedrine 
and 1-phenyl-2-propanone (P-2-P) and, to the extent possible, estimated requirements for imports of preparations 
containing those substances that could be easily used or recovered by readily applicable means;

 (b) Requested the Board to provide those estimates to Member States in such a manner as to ensure that such 
information was used only for drug control purposes;

 (c) Invited Member States to report to the Board on the feasibility and usefulness of preparing, reporting and using 
estimates of legitimate requirements for the precursor chemicals and preparations referred to above in preventing 
diversion.

2. Pursuant to that resolution, the Board formally invited Governments to prepare estimates of their legitimate require-
ments for those substances. Those estimates, as reported by Governments, were published for the first time in March 2007.

3. The Board has prepared a table reflecting the latest data reported by Governments on those four precursor chemicals 
(and their preparations, as relevant). It is expected that those data will provide the competent authorities of exporting 
countries with at least an indication of the legitimate requirements of importing countries, thus preventing diversion 
attempts. 

4. To enhance user-friendliness, the table has not been included in the present report but is available in spread-
sheet format on the INCB website, in the section on the annual reports on precursors. The data are current as at 
1 November 2021.

5. Governments are invited to review their requirements as published, amend them as necessary and inform the Board 
of any required change. Regular updates of the table will be available throughout the year on the Board’s website, in the 
section on precursors (see the section on annual legitimate requirements under the “Tools and Kits” menu).


