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 3. Urges the International Narcotics Control Board to publish the 
above-mentioned information in a consistent form, including electronically, in order 
to ensure its dissemination to the travelling public, thereby facilitating the task of 
government agencies; 

 4. Requests the International Narcotics Control Board, in its report for 
2007, to inform Member States of the state of the implementation of the present 
resolution.  
 
 

  Resolution 50/3  
 
 

  Responding to the threat posed by the abuse and diversion of 
ketamine  
 
 

 The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 

 Recalling its resolution 48/1, on promoting the sharing of information on 
emerging trends in the abuse of and trafficking in substances not controlled under 
the international drug control conventions, 

 Recalling also its resolution 49/6, in which it called on Member States to place 
ketamine on the list of substances controlled under their national legislation, where 
the domestic situation so required, and encouraged Member States to consider 
adopting a system of import-export certificates for use by their government 
agencies, 

 Recalling further the reports of the International Narcotics Control Board for 
200437 and 2005,38 in which the Board noted the widespread abuse of substances 
not scheduled under the international drug control treaties, in particular the abuse of 
ketamine, especially among youth in East and South-East Asia, and the trafficking 
in ketamine in that region and in other regions, including Oceania and South 
America, 

 Recognizing that, in many countries, when compressed oxygen is not 
available, ketamine is the only means of anaesthesia,  

 Noting the diversion of ketamine for illicit use in a mixture or in conjunction 
with amphetamine-type stimulants, especially methylenedioxymethamphetamine 
(commonly known as “ecstasy”), as well as its harmful effects, 

 Noting also that the World Health Organization is conducting a critical review 
of ketamine,  

 Concerned by the threat to the well-being of youth and society posed by the 
diversion and abuse of ketamine,  

 Noting that a number of Member States in many regions have placed ketamine 
on their lists of substances controlled under national legislation,  

__________________ 

 37  Report of the International Narcotics Control Board for 2004 (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.05.XI.3). 

 38  Report of the International Narcotics Control Board for 2005 (United Nations publication, 
Sales No. E.06.XI.2). 
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 Noting also the efforts made to discuss in international forums on drug law 
enforcement held in Asia and the Pacific the placing of ketamine on the list of 
substances controlled under the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971,39 
in order to better control and limit abuse of and trafficking in that substance, 

 1. Encourages Member States to pay particular attention to the emerging 
problem of widespread abuse and diversion of ketamine, in particular in East and 
South-East Asia and South America, which also affects States in other regions; 

 2. Also encourages Member States to consider adopting a system of 
precautionary measures for use by their government agencies to facilitate the timely 
detection of the diversion of ketamine; 

 3. Requests the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to share the 
concerns of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs with the Expert Committee on Drug 
Dependence of the World Health Organization, and, in that regard, looks forward to 
the updated review of ketamine in the report of the Expert Committee. 
 
 

  Resolution 50/4  
 
 

  Improving the quality and performance of drug analysis 
laboratories 
 
 

 The Commission on Narcotic Drugs, 

 Recognizing the important role of drug analysis laboratories as part of national 
drug control systems, and the value of laboratory results and data to criminal justice 
systems, law enforcement and health authorities and policymakers, 

 Noting that law enforcement authorities and other clients of drug analysis 
laboratories need results that are reliable, valid, based on standard procedures, 
compatible with results in other laboratories that meet the evidentiary standards of 
the respective judicial, administrative and legal systems and obtained in an effective 
and efficient manner within the required timescale and that provide value for 
money, 

 Recognizing that the quality of the analysis and results of such laboratories has 
significant implications for the justice system, law enforcement and prevention and 
health, as well as for the international harmonization and worldwide exchange and 
coordination of drug information and data, 

 Recognizing also that the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime has an 
essential role in facilitating the development of drug-testing facilities and scientific 
support services worldwide and in improving the quality and performance of drug 
analysis laboratories, that it has expertise in implementing laboratory-related 
projects and that it must make the most effective use of its limited resources to fulfil 
that role, 

 Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 49/168, section II, of 23 December 
1994 and resolution 52/92, section II, of 12 December 1997, in which the Assembly 
requested the United Nations International Drug Control Programme, now called the 

__________________ 

 39  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1019, No. 14956. 


