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controls in New Zealand. The abuse of MDMA
(Ecstasy) continues to spread.

586. GHB, ketamine and various anti-depressants have
become popular party drugs in Australia. Control of
GHB is of a significant concern, as large quantities of
its precursor chemical gamma-butyrolactone (GBL) are
imported for legitimate use. The combination of both
the availability of GBL and its easy conversion into
GHB means that those substances are inexpensive and
is therefore a cause for increased concern. The Board
calls on the Government of Australia to develop
strategies to prevent the abuse of these substances.

Missions

587. A mission of the Board visited Fiji in January
2003. The Board notes that regulatory controls for
drugs and chemicals and law enforcement are
coordinated and functioning well. Those authorities
also have good working relationships with their
counterparts in other countries in Oceania.

588. The Board invites the Government of Fiji to
establish a comprehensive national master plan for
drug control. There is a need to conduct an assessment
of the drug abuse situation in the country and then to
establish proper treatment and rehabilitation pro-
grammes. Further efforts of the Government are
required to ensure adequate availability of drugs for
medical purposes through rational prescribing, parti-
cularly those for pain treatment, and to provide more
adequate scientific support for drug law enforcement.

589. A mission of the Board visited Papua New
Guinea in January 2003. The Board notes with concern
that the findings and recommendations made following
its earlier mission to the country in 1995 remain valid.
There is a pressing need for the Government to revise
the current drug control legislation, which has been
pending for over a decade. The Board also notes that
the central policy-making body, the National Narcotics
Control Board, is not functioning as provided for under
current laws, and a clear definition of its roles and of
its secretariat, the National Narcotics Bureau, is
lacking. Furthermore, working mechanisms among
relevant government agencies do not appear to exist.
Lack of appropriate inter-agency coordination, coupled
with legislative or institutional deficiencies, have
frequently nullified, or otherwise undermined,
ministerial authority. The Board is concerned that such
a situation continued to affect the work of various drug

control authorities, resulting in compartmentalized
activities and yielding insufficient or unsatisfactory
outcomes.

590. The Government of Papua New Guinea should
initiate, as soon as possible, collective consultations
among relevant departments involved in drug control
with a view to introducing necessary revisions to the
current drug control laws by drawing up a consolidated
bill that clearly defines the respective functions and
establish the necessary working links between those
departments. In so doing, the Government should
accede to the 1998 Convention and introduce all
necessary legislative and administrative measures to
comply with the provisions of that Convention.

591. The Board also invites the Government of Papua
New Guinea to conduct an assessment of the drug
abuse situation with a view to introducing proper
treatment and rehabilitation programmes. In view of
the latest developments observed in attempts at
diversion of precursors for amphetamine-type
stimulants, the Board has requested the Government to
re-launch its law enforcement investigations into the
case of attempted diversion of large quantities of
ephedrine uncovered in 2000 and transmit the findings
to the Board as soon as possible.

(Signed) (Signed)
Philip O. Emafo Madan Mohan Bhatnagar
President Rapporteur

(Signed)

Herbert Schaepe
Secretary

Vienna, 14 November 2003
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